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Unnao case: court records 
survivor's statement 

NEW DELHI 

A special court at the Jaya 
Prakash Narayan Apex 
Trauma Centre of AIIMSon 
Wednesday started recording 
the Unnao rape survivor's 
statement. The main accused 
and former BJP MLA, 

Kuldeep Singh Sengar, and 
co-accused Shashi Singh 
were also brought to AIIMS, 
where the survivor is 
undergoing treatment. 

NORTH ►PAGE 5 


Chargesheet still pending 
against ex-DUSU head 

NEW DELHI 

The police have not submitted 
a chargesheet even 11 months 
after registering an FIR 
against former Delhi 
University Students' Union 
president Ankiv Baisoya for 
securing admission by 
furnishing a fake mark sheet. 
The DUSU president from the 
RSS-affiliated Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad was 
disqualified. The DUSU 
elections are scheduled to be 
held on Thursday. 
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TDP chief Naidu, son detained 
as they attempt to take out rally 

They were about to launch ‘Chalo Atmakuru’ to protest attacks on party workers 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

VIJAYAWADA 

Amid high drama, Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) presi¬ 
dent N. Chandrababu Naidu 
and his son Nara Lolcesh 
were placed under preven¬ 
tive detention at their resi¬ 
dence at Undavalli, near 
here, on Wednesday. 

The police detained them 
to foil their plan to take out a 
‘Chalo Atmakuru’ rally to 
protest against alleged at¬ 
tacks on TDP workers and 
sympathisers by YSR Con¬ 
gress Party (YSRCP) mem¬ 
bers. The police locked the 
main gate of his residence 
from outside as he tried to 
leave for Atmakuru, a village 
in the Palnadu region of 
Guntur district, earlier 
known for political factional¬ 
ism. 

Mr. Naidu alleged that 125 
people belonging to the 
Scheduled Tribes, the Sche¬ 
duled Castes and minority 
communities were targeted 
by YSRCP workers, forcing 
them to leave Atmakuru. 

Cars blocked 

Tension prevailed at his resi¬ 
dence as the police neither 
allowed his convoy to move 
out of the house, nor that of 
Mr. Lokesh, who tried to 
leave in another vehicle. 

Mr. Lokesh was also de¬ 
tained and sent back into the 
house as TDP leaders and 



Under house arrest: Telugu Desam Party chief N. Chandrababu Naidu with supporters at 
his residence at Undavalli, near Vijayawada, on Wednesday, -special arrangement 


workers, who had gathered 
at the spot, chanted slogans 
against the government and 
the police. 

Several TDP leaders and 
workers were either de¬ 
tained in their houses or ta¬ 
ken into preventive custody 
in Vijayawada and Guntur 
when they “tried to violate 
prohibitory orders by com¬ 
ing on to the roads”. 

Condemning the “police 
high-handedness”, Mr. Nai¬ 
du said: “Today is a black 
day in the history of Andhra 
Pradesh. This government is 
violating human rights and 
the fundamental rights of 
the people. We are forced to 


stage a protest as the govern¬ 
ment failed to act against 
YSRCP cadre who are attack¬ 
ing TDP workers and sup¬ 
porters in villages. Atmaku¬ 
ru village stands out as a 
symbol of these attacks.” 

‘Victims of attacks’ 

Mr. Naidu said he had 
planned to go to Atmakuru 
on Wednesday to drop these 
villagers back at their homes 
and infuse confidence in 
them. All these “victims of 
YSRCP attacks” were given 
shelter in a rehabilitation 
camp run by the TDP in Gun¬ 
tur town for over a week. Yet 
the government and the pol¬ 


ice did not take any step to 
restore peace in their village, 
he claimed. 

The police on Wednesday 
did not allow TDP workers to 
even supply food to them in 
the camp, he alleged. “This 
rally is to express solidarity 
with them and we will take it 
out whenever the police al¬ 
low us to do so.” Speaking to 
reporters outside his resi¬ 
dence, Mr. Naidu said: “I am 
warning this government, 
you cannot control us by ar¬ 
resting us. You cannot play 
this kind of politics.” 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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We’re capable 
of dealing with 
terror, says PM 


Sit down and talk, 
UN chief Guterres 
tells India and Pak. 

Worried about escalation in tensions 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

UNITED NATIONS 

UN Secretary-General Anto¬ 
nio Guterres remains con¬ 
cerned about any escalation 
in tensions between India 
and Pakistan over the Kash¬ 
mir issue and appeals to 
both sides to deal with it 
through dialogue, his spo¬ 
kesperson said. 

Mr. Guterres met Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
the sidelines of the G7 sum¬ 
mit last month in Biarritz, 
France, and has spoken to 
Pakistan Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi, his 
spokesperson Stephane Du- 
jarric said at a press briefing 
on Tuesday. 

On Monday, Mr. Guterres 
met Pakistan’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN 
Maleeha Lodhi, at her re¬ 
quest, to discuss the Kash¬ 
mir issue. 

Mr. Dujarric was asked 
whether Mr. Guterres 
planned to mediate bet¬ 
ween India and Pakistan 
during the UN General As¬ 
sembly session, scheduled 
for later this month, which 
would be attended by Mr. 
Modi and his Pakistan coun¬ 
terpart Imran Khan. “You 
know, our position on me¬ 
diation, as a matter of prin¬ 
ciple, has always remained 
the same.” 



Antonio Guterres 


His comments came as 
India and Pakistan clashed 
at the 42 nd session of the Un¬ 
ited Nations Human Rights 
Council in Geneva. 

The UN chief has main¬ 
tained that his good offices 
are available for mediation if 
both sides ask for it. But In¬ 
dia has ruled out any third- 
party mediation, arguing 
that the issue is an internal 
matter. 

And, as was said by the 
High Commissioner for Hu¬ 
man Rights recently, the sit¬ 
uation in Kashmir could be 
resolved only with the full 
respect for human rights, 
Mr. Dujarric said. 

Pakistan downgraded its 
diplomatic relations with In¬ 
dia and expelled the Indian 
High Commissioner follow¬ 
ing the revocation of Article 
370 in Jammu and Kashmir. 

HOUSE FOR SALE ► PAGE 13 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

India is fully capable of 
dealing with the challenge 
of terrorism as it has alrea¬ 
dy proved and will display 
it in future too. Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi has 
said. 

Without naming any 
country, he took a dig at 
Pakistan and said strong 
roots of terrorism were 
flourishing in “our neigh¬ 
bourhood” and called for 
strong global action against 
those promoting “this ide- 
ology”. 

He was speaking at the 
launch of the National Ani¬ 
mal Disease Control Pro¬ 
gramme in Mathura. 

“Those who are promot¬ 
ing this ideology, those 
who give shelter to terro¬ 
rists, the entire world 
needs to make a resolution 
against them,” he said. Mr. 
Modi said his government 
amended the Unlawful Ac¬ 
tivities (Prevention) Act to 
make it more stringent. 

“Now, terrorists cannot 
hide their activities by 
changing the names of 
their outfits. Today, terro¬ 
rism has become an ideol¬ 
ogy that is not bound by 
any border. It has become 
a global threat,” he said. 

Mr. Modi targeted critics 
who argue that the men¬ 
tion of ‘Om’ and ‘cow’ 
takes India centuries back. 

COW IMPORTANT TO THE 
RURAL ECONOMY: PM ► PAGE 12 


Steep fines to save lives, not for revenue: Gadkari 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Defending the steep fines 
under the new Motor Vehi¬ 
cles Act, Union Minister for 
Road Transport and High¬ 
ways Nitin Gadkari on Wed¬ 
nesday said the govern¬ 
ment’s intention is not to 
garner revenue but to make 
people follow rules in order 
to reduce the number of 
accidents. 

His statement comes a 
day after BJP-ruled Gujarat 
slashed penalties for traffic 
violations. In some cases, 
the fines have been brought 



Nitin Gadkari. - pti 


down to as low as H,000 
from H0,000. 

While Parliament in July 
passed the more stringent 
Motor Vehicles (Amend¬ 
ment) Bill, 2019, some 


States, including those ruled 
by the BJP, have opposed the 
high penalties proposed un¬ 
der the Bill. 

Stating that the Motor 
Vehicles (Amendment) Bill 
falls under the concurrent 
list, giving the Central and 
State governments the right 
to make laws, Mr. Gadkari 
said, “The government’s in¬ 
tention is not to fine people 
to earn more revenue... I 
have said this many times 
that in India 5 lakh accidents 
take place, 1.5 lakh people 
lose their lives..., which is 
the highest in the world.” 


He said while there are 
many reasons for it, includ¬ 
ing “road engineering, li¬ 
cence-related issues and 
some related to automotive 
manufacturing, the impor¬ 
tant thing is that there is no 
respect or fear of the law. Is 
fine more important than 
people’s lives? If you don’t 
break the law, you will not 
get fined”. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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Post-study 
work visa back 
intheUK. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

From next year, interna¬ 
tional students in the Unit¬ 
ed Kingdom - including In¬ 
dians - will be able to stay 
on after graduation for a pe¬ 
riod of two years to work or 
look for work using a new 
post-study work visa. 

Announcing the new 
graduate immigration route 
on Wednesday, the British 
government said the move 
would help to attract “the 
best and the brightest” to 
the U.K. and expand oppor¬ 
tunities for international 
students to build successful 
careers within the country. 
Graduates may apply with¬ 
out leaving the U.K. 

It could also help to in¬ 
crease the number of In¬ 
dian students heading to 
the U.K., which dropped 
drastically after a similar vi¬ 
sa was withdrawn in 2012. 

The new visa is open to 
international students who 
hold valid student visas and 
have successfully complet¬ 
ed a course at undergrad¬ 
uate level or above at a Brit¬ 
ish institution of higher 
education which has a track 
record of compliance with 
the U.K. Home Office’s im¬ 
migration rules. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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‘Begin demarcation of 
Yamuna floodplains’ 

NGT warns DDA of penalty if order not complied with 



Online interactive kiosk 
inaugurated at Terminal 2 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi Police Commissioner 
Amulya Patnaik on 
Wednesday inaugurated an 
online interactive kiosk at IGl's 
Terminal 2 to provide round- 
the-clock police assistance to 
flyers. It aims at providing 
better police-related services 
to flyers at one place, thus, 
doing away with the need of 
visiting police stations, a 
statement said. At present, 
police facilitation kiosk and 
interactive panels are 
operating at AIIMS, Khan 
Market and Terminal 3 of the 
airport, pti 


Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi *gm Gurugram IIMMI 

Ghaziabad Faridabad - 

Noida | UK Greater Noida IM41 

■ Good ■ Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 


■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 
201-300 301-400 >401 


AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


DELHI TODAY 


Exhibition: "Maati ki Mehak", a solo 
show of paintings by Shashi Lata at 
All India Fine Arts & Craft Society 
(AIFACS), 1 Rafi Marg, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. 

Exhibition: "Telltale Marks", an ex¬ 
hibition of paintings by Jaspreet 
Gujral at Shridharani Gallery, Triveni 
Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 
a.m.-8 p.m. 

Exhibition: "Inner Expression", a 
solo painting exhibition by Subrata 
Ghosh at Convention Centre Foyer, 
India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. 

Exhibition: "Eternal Reminiscence", 
a solo painting exhibition by Hem Raj 
at Visual Arts Gallery, IHC, 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. 

(Mail your listings for this column at 
cityeditordelhiothehindu.co.in) 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) has directed the Delhi 
Development Authority 
(DDA) to undertake the pro¬ 
cess of demarcation of the 
Yamuna floodplains within 
three months and subse¬ 
quently start work on the 
biodiversity parks. 

The NGT also warned that 
in case of non-compliance of 
orders, a fine of Z5 lakh per 
month will be imposed on 
the DDA till compliance of 
orders. 

While hearing a plea on 
the rejuvenation of river Ya¬ 
muna, a Bench headed by 
NGT Chairperson Justice 
Adarsh Kumar Goel said, 
“The DDA may undertake 
physical demarcation of the 
entire floodplains within 
three months and thereaf¬ 
ter, after taking repossession 
within the next three 
months, fence such areas 
and convert them into biodi¬ 
versity parks.” 

Z5 lakh per month 

“The DDA will be liable to 
pay a sum of lakh per 
month till compliance of this 
direction from April 2020 
which may be recovered 
from the erring officers and 
deposited with the CPCB 
[Central Pollution Control 
Board] for restoration of the 
environment. The monitor¬ 
ing committee will look into 
the compliance,” the Bench 
said. 

The green panel also di¬ 
rected the DDA to ensure 



that “no activity of edible 
crop or cultivation” on the 
floodplains takes place. The 
urban body was also direct¬ 
ed to complete installation 
of CCTVs on the floodplains 
to prevent encroachment. 

“The DDA to strictly regu¬ 
late illegal dumping of malba 
or carrying the same to the 
floodplain by collecting 
compensation wherever vio¬ 
lations are found and submit 
an action-taken report to the 
monitoring committee. The 
prohibition with regard to 
the throwing of pooja mate¬ 
rial or any kind of other ma¬ 
terial in river Yamuna except 
only designated sites to be 
ensured by the DDA, Delhi, 
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana 
governments,” the Bench 
added. 

Additionally, the Delhi 
Pollution Control Commit¬ 
tee (DPCC) was directed to 
furnish monthly reports on 
the water quality. 

“For failure to comply 
with this direction, the 
DPCC will be liable to pay en¬ 
vironment compensation of 
t2 lakh per month to the 
CPCB for restoration of envi- 


... After taking 
repossession within 
the next three 
months, fence such 
areas and convert 
them into 
biodiversity parks 

NGTBENCH 

ronment with effect from 
October 1,2019. The amount 
can be recovered from the 
erring officers,” the Bench 
said. 

Sewage treatment plants 

The Delhi Jal Board (DJB) 
was directed meanwhile to 
prepare action plans with ti¬ 
melines for better “capacity 
utilisation” of sewage treat¬ 
ment plants by tapping 
drains as a short-term mea¬ 
sure to curb pollution in the 
river. 

“The DJB to complete the 
task of setting up of STPs by 
December 2020... Biodre- 
mediation or any remedia¬ 
tion measures may start as 
an interim measure from Ja¬ 
nuary 2020, failing which 
the Delhi government may 
be liable to pay compensa¬ 
tion of lakh per month 
per drain to be deposited 
with the CPCB,” the Bench 
said. 

The green panel added, 
“The operational deficien¬ 
cies of the existing STPs 
must be rectified within 
three months failing which 
environmental compensa¬ 
tion of ^5 lakh per month 
per STP shall be deposited 
with the CPCB.” 



AAP water scheme: NGT directs 
DJB to prevent misuse of resource 

Tribunal asks body to ensure treated waste water is utilised 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

While observing that the 
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) go¬ 
vernment’s policy of provid¬ 
ing free water to housing so¬ 
cieties can also lead to a 
“colossal waste of public ex¬ 
chequer”, the National 
Green Tribunal (NGT) has di¬ 
rected the Delhi Jal Board 
(DJB) to take effective steps 
to prevent wastage of water. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel observed, “The 
free water policy of provid¬ 
ing free water below 20 kilo¬ 
litres per month also results 
in excessive use of water and 
resultantly waste water. The 
DJB needs to ensure that 
treated waste water is man- 
datorily utilised as its release 
without any use is a colossal 
waste of public exchequer.” 

The Bench further direct¬ 
ed the DJB to prepare an ac- 


The policy of 
providing free 
water below 20 
kilolitres per 
month also results 
in excessive use of 
the resource and 
resultantly waste 
water 

JUSTICE ADARSH KUMAR GOEL 
NGT Chairperson 

tion plan in consultation 
with local bodies or any oth¬ 
er expert to ensure that rain¬ 
water harvesting systems are 
installed in all government 
buildings, group housing so¬ 
cieties and in new buildings 
where occupancy certifi¬ 
cates are yet to be issued. 

Housing societies 

The directions came follow¬ 
ing a report submitted by an 
NGT-appointed monitoring 
committee which said that 
several housing societies in 


the national capital were 
misusing the AAP govern¬ 
ment’s scheme of providing 
free water supply by extract¬ 
ing groundwater after avail¬ 
ing the 20,000 litres free of 
cost. 

The committee in its re¬ 
port additionally said that 
the “polluter pays” principle 
should be enforced to pre¬ 
vent misuse and wastage of 
water. 

“The monitoring panel is 
of the view that for judicious 
use of water and to prevent 
its wastage, at the time of 
sanction of water connec¬ 
tion, on the analogy of elec¬ 
tricity connection, the con¬ 
sumer should be asked to 
declare probable consump¬ 
tion of the resource. In case 
the consumption is highly 
excessive, the consumer 
should be charged with high¬ 
er tariffs for overuse,” the re¬ 
port said. 


End VIP 
culture in govt, 
hospitals: CM 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kej ri- 
wal on Wednesday directed 
the Health Department to 
“end VIP culture” in Delhi 
government’s hospitals and 
said all residents will get 
equal treatment. 

He said there would be 
no private rooms for VIPs 
in city government-run 
hospitals. “I have directed 
the Health Dept to end VIP 
culture in govt hospitals. 
No more private rooms for 
VIPs. All citizens will get 
equal treatment, but it will 
be of the best quality,” Mr. 
Kejriwal tweeted. 

here are a few hospitals 
under the Delhi govern¬ 
ment which have private 
rooms that can be booked 
at some charges. 

Work is under way to 
augment the capacity of go¬ 
vernment-run hospitals by 
over 120%, the AAP dispen¬ 
sation had said on Tuesday. 


Civic bodies step up 
anti-plastic campaign 


Treated waste water 
being supplied to park’ 

Haryana govt, tells NGT following plea 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Following a plea seeking re¬ 
medial action against the il¬ 
legal extraction of ground- 
water by an amusement 
park in Gurugram, the Ha¬ 
ryana government informed 
the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) that requisite steps 
have been taken and the 
treated sewage water is be¬ 
ing supplied to Appu Ghar. 

A Bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Adarsh 
Kumar Goel observed, “Ha¬ 
ryana has already taken ne¬ 
cessary steps for closing ille¬ 
gal extraction of 
groundwater by the unit ex¬ 
cept recovery of environ¬ 
mental compensation for il¬ 
legal withdrawal of 
groundwater. Such compen¬ 
sation may now be reco¬ 
vered by the Haryana State 

per scale laid down by the 
Central Pollution Control 
Board.” 

In its report, the State go¬ 
vernment submitted before 


the panel that while supply 
of potable water will be for 
drinking purposes, supply 
of recycled water will be for 
gardening, flushing, etc. 

“It is further stated that 
the State has taken steps to 
develop ponds and to 
strengthen supply and 
waste water treatment in¬ 
frastructure. Sewage-treat¬ 
ed water may be provided 
from the existing line in Sec¬ 
tor 29 to the amusement 
park...” the State govern¬ 
ment said. It said, “Haryana 
is not permitting any free 
water supply and user 
charges are levied by [va¬ 
rious authorities]. Policy is 
being finalised on reuse of 
treated water which pro¬ 
vides for use of treated 
waste water for non-potable 
purposes.” 

The directions came 

ing a plea seeking directions 
to the amusement park 
against the withdrawal of 
groundwater without requi¬ 
site permissions. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The three municipal corpo¬ 
rations of Delhi stepped up 
efforts to put a stop to the 
prevalence of single-use 
plastic through the launch of 
various campaigns on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

The South Delhi Munici¬ 
pal Corporation launched 
“Plastic Waste Shramdan 
Campaign” under its juris¬ 
diction. During the next six 
weeks, various awareness 
programmes and communi¬ 
ty mobilisations, cleanliness 
drives and rallies will take 
place aimed at large-scale 
plastic waste collection, dis¬ 
posal and elimination of sin¬ 
gle-use plastic, the civic bo¬ 
dy said in a statement. 

Kicking off the campaign, 
the SDMC said that officials 
held meetings with multiple 
RWAs and market associa¬ 
tions along with rallies to 
spread awareness about the 

cal councillor as well as 
some MPs like Ramesh Bid- 
huri participated in the 
events, the SDMC said. 

Up to 500 buildings under 


BJP leader launches 
drive at Palika Bazaar 

NEW DELHI 

BJP Rajya Sabha MP Vijay Goel 
launched a "No to Plastic" 
campaign at Palika Bazaar 
Market here on Wednesday 
where cloth bags were 
distributed to residents. Mr. 
Goel said 'single-use plastic' is 
discarded after use once cannot 
be recycled. There was a need 
to boycott it, he said, adding 
that he would spread Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's 
message to Public School 
Associations and will ask them 
to spread the message. He also 
appealed to L-G Anil Baijal and 
CM Arvind Kejriwal to help 
spread PM's message through 
Delhi government schools. 


the North Corporation will 
be developed into plastic- 
free zones in a phased man¬ 
ner, senior officials said. 

The East Delhi Municipal 
Corporation also launched a 

Campaign”. Residents have 
been asked to collect plastic 
waste and hand it over to the 
civic body for proper dispo¬ 
sal. 
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CITY 3 


11 months on, chargesheet against 
ex-DUSU president still pending 

Senior officer said process taking time as they are preparing a watertight chargesheet 


HC seeks DU’s response on SFI 
members’ plea on nominations 

Delhi University Students’ Union polls are to be held today 



The High Court said the elections will be subject to the 
outcome of the petition, ■file photo 



Woman 

eld with 

revolve 

at metro station 

NOIDA 


A womar 

dentified as Payal 

Choudha 

, was held at a 

Blue Line 

ietro station here 

after the 

ISF found a 

revolver 

her purse during 

security i 

eck, the police said 

on Wedn 

day. pti 

Three a 

ested with 

heroin i 

arth ?30 crore 

NEW DELHI 


Three me 

were arrested and 

10 kg of 

roin worth ?30 

crore wa 

ecovered from 

their pos 

ssion, said the 

police or 

i/ednesday. The 

drug was 

eing smuggled 

from Jha 

hand, they said. 

The accu 

d were arrested 

from Sec 

r-11 of Rohini, and 

have bee 

identified as Jai 

Chand Se 

?na, Sonu Goswami 

and Shya 

, residents of Uttar 

Pradesh. 


Alka 

,amba 

gets 

otice over 

disqi 

alification 

petit 

an 

PRESS T 

JST OF INDIA 

NEW DELI 


The De 

ii Assembly on 

Wednes 

ly issued a notice 

to Chan 

ai Chowk legisla- 

tor and 

Tmer AAP leader 

Alka U 

iba seeking her 

commei 

> by September 18 

on a di 

Ratification peti- 

tion by 

am Aadmi Party 

MLASai 

abh Bharadwaj. 

Last 

eek, Ms. Lamba 

quit the 

iling AAP and an- 

nouncee 

that she has re¬ 

turned t 

tire Congress. 

Accoi 

ing to the notice 

issued t 

Assembly Secre- 

tary C. 1 

Imurugan, Speak- 

er Ram 

iwas Goel has di- 

rected p 

rsonal hearing in 

the mal 

ir which will be 

held at 

p.m. on Septem- 

ber 18 ir 

iis chamber. “The 

Speaker 

las examined the 

petition 

md has directed 

that you 

comments on the 

content 

f the petition be 

sought,” 

stated. 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

The police have not submit¬ 
ted a chargesheet even after 
11 months of registering an 
FIR against former Delhi Un¬ 
iversity Students’ Union (DU- 
SU) president Ankiv Baisoya 
for securing admission by 
furnishing a fake mark sheet. 

The DUSU president from 
the RSS-affiliated Akhil Bha¬ 
ratiya Vidyarthi Parishad 
(ABVP) was disqualified after 
his admission was cancelled 
as he had got admission by 
submitting a fake mark 
sheet. 

The DUSU polls are sche¬ 
duled to be held on 
Thursday. 

A senior police officer said 
that during the investigation, 
they have verified the mark 
sheet submitted by Mr. Bai- 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The JNUTA on Wednesday 
condemned the raid con¬ 
ducted by Pune police at the 
residence of Delhi University 
professor Hany Babu in Noi- 
da in connection with the 
2017 Elgaar Parishad case 
for alleged Maoist links and 
called it an attempt “intend¬ 
ed to intimidate and harass 
him”. 

The Jawaharlal Nehru Un¬ 
iversity Teachers’ Associa¬ 
tion (JNUTA) said that Mr. 
Babu was a highly respected 
academic scholar and has 
been a strong voice for aca¬ 
demic freedom, inclusive 
and accessible public educa¬ 
tion and democratic and ci¬ 
vil liberties. 

The search conducted at 
his residence is another 
“shocking episode in the on¬ 
going authoritarian attempts 
by the current regime to inti- 



Ankiv Baisoya 


soya with the South India- 
based university. In their offi¬ 
cial confirmation to the pol¬ 
ice, the university said that 
Mr. Baisoya was never their 
student and he had pro¬ 
duced a fake mark sheet to 
secure admission in Delhi 
University. 

“We have got the mark 
sheet checked by the Central 
Forensic Science Laboratory 
(CFSL), New Delhi, and their 


# This raid on him 

W also foregrounds 
the heights that 
police paranoia 
about critique and 
dissent has scaled 
so much so that 
reading and writing 
are now seen to be 
suspicious activities 

JNU TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION 

midate and silence activists, 
writers, professors, journal¬ 
ists, and human rights de¬ 
fenders across the country”, 
the JNUTA said. 

“This raid on him also fo¬ 
regrounds the heights that 
police paranoia about cri¬ 
tique and dissent has scaled 
so much so that reading and 
writing are now seen to be 
suspicious activities,” they 
said. 

The JNUTA in a statement 


report also finds it as a fake 
mark sheet,” said the officer. 

After getting enough proof 
in the case against Mr. Bai¬ 
soya, the investigating officer 
got Non-Bailable Warrant 
(NBW) against him as he was 
not joining the investigation. 

“Recently, Mr. Baisoya 
submitted an affidavit in the 
court requesting cancella¬ 
tion of NBW. The request was 
accepted on the condition 
that he will join the investiga¬ 
tion whenever he was asked 
to do so,” added the officer. 

‘Probe in end stage’ 

The officer said that they are 
preparing a watertight char¬ 
gesheet in the case to ensure 
punishment to the accused. 
“It takes time as each and ev¬ 
ery claim is examined tho¬ 
roughly. The investigation is 


said that it has been report¬ 
ed that the police spent an 
inordinate amount of time 
going through Mr. Babu’s 
book collection, ultimately 
settling on confiscating two 
books that are freely availa¬ 
ble in the public domain and 
not on any list of banned pu¬ 
blications. “This message is 
a warning to all academics to 
fall in line through self-cen¬ 
sorship on what they read 
and write and to give up on 
the academic ideals of ra¬ 
tional evaluation as the basis 
of critique or endorsement, 
” the JNUTA said. 

JNUTA added that for any 
academic, the confiscation 
of his academic archive is 
naturally the source of great¬ 
est anxiety, but added to this 
is the very real possibility of 
mischievous tampering by a 
police force, which seemed 
to be out on a fishing expedi¬ 
tion. 


in its end stage. We will sub¬ 
mit the chargesheet in the 
court at the earliest,” said the 
officer. 

Delhi Police had regis¬ 
tered an FIR against Mr. Bai¬ 
soya on charges of cheating 
and forgery at Maurice Nagar 
police station. After that, Del¬ 
hi University had asked Mr. 
Baisoya to step down and the 
vice-president Shakti Singh 
took over as the president of 
DUSU. 

The left wing group All In¬ 
dia Students’ Association (AI- 
SA) had demanded that the 
ABVP publicly apologise and 
not contest for the post of 
president. 

“The ABVP which did 
such a fraud with students’ 
mandate clearly does not de¬ 
serve the post,” the group 
said. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Students and academics of 
Delhi University gathered at 
the Arts Faculty of North 
Campus on Wednesday to 
stage a protest demonstra¬ 
tion against the allegedly un¬ 
warranted raids that took 
place at the residence of Ha¬ 
ny Babu, a professor of the 
university, on Tuesday. 

Those present expressed 
outrage at the raids, calling 
them an attack on academic 
freedom, freedom of speech 
and an attempt to suppress 
dissent. 

Sachin Narayan, a profes¬ 
sor at the university, said that 
the raids were just the first 
step in implicating Mr. Babu. 
The same could happen to 
anyone, he argued. 

Comparing the raids to 
those at the residence of Pro¬ 
fessor Satyanarayana from 
EFLU Hyderabad, students of 
the English Department, in a 
statement said that such sur¬ 
prise searches were means of 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought response 
of Delhi University on a plea 
by three students, affiliated 
to Students’ Federation of In¬ 
dia (SFI), claiming that they 
were illegally restrained 
from filing their nominations 
for Delhi University Stu¬ 
dents’ Union (DUSU) polls. 

The DUSU polls are sche¬ 
duled to be held on 
Thursday. 

Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva 
also issued notices to Delhi 
University’s Chief Election 
officer (CEO) and Station 
House Officer of Maurice Na¬ 
gar police station on the peti¬ 
tion and listed it for hearing 
on October 17. 

The High Court said the 
elections will be subject to 
the outcome of the petition. 

Delhi University students 



Hany Babu. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


intimidating dissenting 
voices. 

‘Bid to stifle liberal arts’ 

Gayatri Mehta, an M.A. En¬ 
glish Literature student at the 
university, who said she was 
being taught linguistics by 
Mr. Babu, expressed shock. 
“There was an attempt to sti¬ 
fle liberal arts because these 
were the subjects that raised 
questions that could destabil¬ 
ise the people in power,” she 
said. 


Ravi Kumar Chauhan, Noel 
Benny and Parmanand Shar- 
ma have alleged that on Sep¬ 
tember 4, they were going to 
submit their nomination 
papers to the office of the 
CEO when they were alleged¬ 
ly “prevented by suspected 
members of ABVP” from do¬ 
ing so. 

September 4 was the last 
date to file the nominations. 

One of the three students 


Amir Asim, a student of 
M.A. Psychology called the 
raids “a reflection of a police 
state that we seem to be liv¬ 
ing in.” 

The professor was clearly 
being attacked on an ideolog¬ 
ical basis and for his involve¬ 
ment in Dalit movements, he 
argued. As a consequence of 
such raids, he said that he 
too had grown fearful of post¬ 
ing comments critical of the 
government on social media, 
especially “being a Muslim”. 
“For the last two to three 
years, I have only been put¬ 
ting up personal photo¬ 
graphs and things like that,” 
he added. 

On the other hand, Rasal 
Singh, a professor at DU and 
member of the right wing 
teachers’ group NDTF said 
that while freedom of expres¬ 
sion was important, it was a 
matter of concern that Naxa- 
lite ideology and activities 
were being promoted in un¬ 
iversities in the name of free¬ 
dom of expression. “Anti-In- 


was overpowered by the mis¬ 
creants and his papers were 
snatched, the plea said, ad¬ 
ding that when they again 
tried to submit the nomina¬ 
tion papers, they were ille¬ 
gally obstructed. 

The plea claimed that des¬ 
pite deployment of heavy 
police force, the officials did 
not do anything to save them 
and stood as mere specta¬ 
tors. 


dia ideas must not be 
propagated and promoted in 
the name of freedom of ex¬ 
pression. We demand a free 
and fair inquiry into the mat¬ 
ter,” he added. 

Expressing solidarity with 
Mr. Babu, students of the En¬ 
glish Department said: “As 
students we do not merely 
learn from him as a teacher, 
but are also inspired by his 
political work (referring to 
his involvement in move¬ 
ments opposing caste dis¬ 
crimination in the universi¬ 
ty)” 

Forms committee 

They have also formed a 
committee called “Students 
in Support of Hany Babu” 
and demanded that the State 
accord him the dignity to live 
with his inalienable rights as 
a citizen of India. “Even if the 
State fails to keep its pro¬ 
mise, we take this opportuni¬ 
ty to offer our unconditional 
solidarity with Hany Babu,” it 
added. 


Raid an attempt to intimidate and 
harass activists, writers: JNUTA 

Association condemns police action, calls it shocking episode 


Students express solidarity with Hany Babu 

They call the incident an attack on academic freedom and free speech 


Thr ?e of family attack 
cor Table on duty, held 

They i ire his uniform, tried to snatch pistol 


STAFF R ’ORTER 

NEW DEL] 

Three n mbers of a family 
were ar sted by the Delhi 
police fi allegedly being in¬ 
volved ii llegal sale of liquor 
and nar >tics and attacking 
a police tan on duty, said 
the poli< on Wednesday. 

The t ) - a man, his wife 
and me ler - on Tuesday 
night as; ulted a policeman, 
tore h uniform, and 
snatches his mobile phone 
in outer )elhi’s Hind Vihar. 
They als tried to snatch his 
service ] stol but the police¬ 
man ma aged to save it and 
escaped hey said. 

In a \ leo of the incident 
doing tl ; round on social 
media, policeman was 

seen be g thrashed by two 
women hen he was trying 
to get hi i on a man. There 
were m; y onlookers but no 
one int< ^ened to save the 


constable. 

“We have arrested Sumit 
(28), Pinky (27) and Sumit’s 
mother Shanti Devi (50) un¬ 
der IPC Sections for attack¬ 
ing an on-duty policeman 
and robbery,” said a police 
officer. 

The officer added that Su¬ 
mit is a habitual offender 
and several FIRs have been 
registered against him. He 
was asked to visit Prem Na¬ 
gar police station for ques¬ 
tioning in a case but was 
evading it. The constable 
went to his house in search 
of him. When the constable 
was trying to take him to the 
police station, the trio at¬ 
tacked him. Another consta¬ 
ble, who was present there, 
alerted the highers-ups and 
sought back-up force. “Back 
up force was sent and the ac¬ 
cused were held,” said the of¬ 
ficer. 


Maha-belly 



A man dressed as king Mahabali greets people during Onam Sadhya, a traditional feast, at Kerala House in New Delhi on 
Wednesday. -r.v. moorthy 


St( len Nataraja idol on the way back to Tamil Nadu after 37 years 


Aust ilian authorities handed it over to officers; Special Officer Pon Manickavel bringing it home from Delhi by train 


R. SIV A lMAN 

CHENNA 

A NaR aja idol, stolen 37 
years t 3 from a temple in 
Kallida urichi in Tirunelveli 
district md smuggled out¬ 
side th< :ountry, is on its way 
back fr n Australia. 

The two-and-a-half-foot 
Nataraj idol, stolen from the 
Kulasel ramudayar Aramva- 
lartha ayaki Amman tem¬ 
ple at I< llidaikurichi in 1982, 
was tra id to Australia. 

Folk 

forts of the Idol Wing special 
officer and retired Inspector 
General of Police A.G. Ponn 
Manickavel, the Australian 
authorities formally handed 




The idol is being brought 
by Mr. Ponn Manickavel and 
his team from New Delhi by 
train and would reach Chen¬ 
nai on Friday morning. Later 
it would be handed over to 
the temple after obtaining 
necessary orders from the 
special court for idol wing 
cases in Kumbakonam. 

600-year-old idol 

According to sources, the 
600-year-old idol, weighing 


mi, Manickavasagar and Sri- 
bali Nayagar were also 
stolen. 

Case closed 

Based on the complaint gi¬ 
ven by then trustee of the 
temple, the Kallidaikurichi 
police opened a first infor¬ 
mation report on July 6, 
1982. However, two years la¬ 
ter, the police wound up the 
case saying that the idols 
could not be detected. 

was handed over to the 
court-appointed Idol Wing 
special team led by Mr. Man¬ 
ickavel. After investigation, 
the case was reopened and 



taken up for investigation by 
the wing’s Additional SP 
Rajaram. 

Confirming the handover 
of idol, Mr.Manickavel told 
The Hindu, “We repeatedly 
wrote to Australian authori¬ 
ties and Art Gallery of South 
Australia (AGSA) where the 
idol was in display for 19 
years. The idol is meant for 
worship only and not for dis¬ 
play. We produced the re¬ 
cords substantiating that the 

of the idol with photographs 
taken before the theft. They 
have returned the idol to us.” 

“The Tamil Nadu govern¬ 
ment had been dodging for 



330 days to bear the cost of 
bringing back the idol to the 
State by air. The registrar of 
AGSA, Jane Robinson, at the 
request of special investiga¬ 
tion team, spent their own 
money to bring it back and 
handed it over to us,” he 
added. 

The idol was being 
brought by Mr. Ponn Manick¬ 
avel and his team from New 
Delhi by train and would 
reach Chennai on Friday 

handed over to the temple 
after obtaining necessary or¬ 
ders from the special court 
for idol wing cases in Kumba¬ 
konam. 



■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

over the idol to officers of the 
wing at New Delhi on 
Wednesday. 



from the temple after break¬ 
ing open the doors of the 
sanctum sanctorum on July 
5,1982. Along with it, other 
panchaloka idols of Sivaka- 



Techie’s death: SP accuses 
U.P. govt, of‘traffic terrorism’ 

Man died after altercation with police 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

LUCKNOW 

Slamming the Uttar Pradesh 
government over the death 
of a techie allegedly after an 
altercation with traffic pol¬ 
ice over suspected violation, 
Samajwadi Party chief Alchi- 
lesh Yadav on Wednesday 
demanded that it end the 
“harassment” of people by 
rejecting the “repressive 
rules” like other States. 

“It is very saddening that 
due to traffic terrorism of 
the BJP government, in Noi- 
da a software engineer died 
due to heart attack during 
vehicle checking. I express 
my condolences for the 
grieved family,” Mr. Akhilesh 
said in a tweet. 

BJP-ruled Gujarat has re¬ 
jected the repressive rules, 
U.P. government should also 
stop harassment in the 
State,” he added. 

A Noida resident had al¬ 
leged that his 35-year-old 
son died of heart attack at a 
hospital after an altercation 
with the traffic police over a 
suspected violation. 

The Noida police said the 
incident took place on Sep¬ 
tember 8 evening in Ghazia- 
bad and the traffic police 
personnel involved were 


from that district. 

The deceased worked at a 
software company. The 
man, a diabetic, was in his 
car with his elderly parents 
when the traffic policemen 
intercepted him for check¬ 
ing near the CISF Cut, ac¬ 
cording to officials. 

The 65-year-old father of 
the deceased had alleged 
“misbehaviour by the traffic 
police” in the name of 
checking under the “stricter 
new Motor Vehicles Act”. 

“It wasn’t a case of rash 
driving or anything. There 
were two elderly people in 
the car, yet they hit the car 
with batons... This is no way 
of checking. I don’t think 
there is any rule that allows 
it,” the father had said. 

“The man in the white un¬ 
iform who had come for in¬ 
spection did not appear so¬ 
meone of a very high rank or 
someone authorised to 
check all these things,” a vi¬ 
deo clip purportedly shows 
him saying. 

Gautam Buddh Nagar SSP 
Vaibhav Krishna had, ho¬ 
wever, said, “After inquiry it 
came to light that the de¬ 
ceased was prima facie dia¬ 
betic and he died due to 
heart attack.” 
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IN El 

llEF 

Fake cal 

:entres running 

in name 

f housing project 

NEW DELHI 


The DDA 

n Wednesday said 

that a "f; 

b call centre" is 

being op 

ated in the name 

of the ur 

n body which is 

allegedly 

eaching out to 

unsucces 

ul and wait-listed 

applicani 

of the Flousing 

Scheme; 

19 for allotment 

of flats, i 

senior DDA official 

said that 

alice action is 

being ini 

ted in the case. "It 

is notifie 

For information of 

the gene 

l public that no 

such call 

mtre number has 

been pro 

ded by the DDA 

and the c 

tails of the bank 

and IFSC 

ade is also false 

and frau< 

lent" the DDA said 

in a state 

ent. pti 

Policerr 

n suspended for 

inactior 

n gambling case 

NOIDA 


A police 

b-inspector and 

two cons 

bles were 

suspend! 

from service here 

on Wedn 

day after an 

inquiry f< 

nd them guilty of 

not takin 

action against 

illegal ge 

bling, the police 

said. The 

evelopment comes 

a fortnig 

after 11 people 

were arn 

:ed from a house in 

Barola vi 

ige, under Sector 

49 police 

tation, on charges 

of gambl 

g, they said. An 

inquiry v\ 

; conducted to find 

out any [ 

ssible laxity on part 

of the pc 

:e. pti 


Cou 

t extends 

poli< 

? remand 

ofR; 

tulPuri 

NIRNIMl 

H KUMAR 

NEW DEL] 


A Delhi 

ourt on Wednes- 

day ext< 

ded for five days 

the poli 

i custody of Ratul 

Puri in z 

noney laundering 

case cc 

nected with the 

^3,600- 

ore VVIP chop- 

per dea 

ase 

Speci 

judge Arvind Ku- 

mar all 

ved the Enforce- 

ment D 

?ctorate’s plea to 

further 

Lterrogate the ac- 

cused ti 

September 16. 

Thej 

Ige extended his 

custody 

vhen the probe 

agency 

Libmitted that it 

had rec 

r ered fresh docu- 

ments c 

ring a search on 

the resii 

intial premises of 

his aide 

n September 7. 

It hac 

;ummoned about 

20 pers 

is whose names 

were fo 

id mentioned in 

the doc 

ments recovered 

from th< 

louse of the accu- 

sed’s ai< 

, the probe agen- 

cy said. 


Thee 

cuments were be- 

ing stud 

d for confronting 

those w 

l the accused, the 

probe a 

ncy submitted. It 

further 

aid that search 

was als< 

:onducted at the 

accusec 

company, Hin- 

dustan 

iwer Projects on 

Wednes 

iy- 

Coun 

1 for the accused. 

VijayAg 

wal, opposed the 

probe a: 

ncy’s plea for the 

extensic 

of police re- 

mand. 



Govt, gears up to manage rush 
at pollution checking centres 

Over 900 facilities functioning from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.; server capacity being increased 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi government on 
Wednesday announced 
measures to reduce rush at 
pollution checking centres 
across the Capital after the 
implementation of the Mo¬ 
tor Vehicles (Amendment) 

Act 2019, which, the govern¬ 
ment said it was still in the 
process of examining. 

The government said that 
the Transport Department 
is taking various measures 
to deal with the rush at pol¬ 
lution checking centres. 

These include making 941 
such facilities functional 
from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m and in¬ 
creasing the capacity of ser¬ 
ver, which earlier issued 
3,200 online applications 
per hour, to 6,000 applica¬ 
tions per hour. 

The Delhi government, it 
said in a statement, had also 
decided to open more pollu¬ 
tion checking centres even 
as it opened up 42 transport 
terminals and Delhi Tran¬ 
sport Corporation depots to 
provide pollution checking 
services for private vehicles. 

Threefold increase 

According to the govern¬ 
ment, the Transport Depart¬ 
ment witnessed a threefold 
increase in the number of 
applications for pollution 
certificates that has gone up 
from 15,000 to 45,000 on 
an average per day as there 


Fair deal 



Book-Lovers throng stalls after the inauguration of the silver jubilee edition of Delhi Book Fair at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi on 
Wednesday, -shivkumar pushpakar 



Motorists wait for their turn at a pollution checking centre in New Delhi on Wednesday. 

■SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 


were approximately 70 lakh 
vehicles on the road. 

“Out of 1.10 crore vehicles 
registered in Delhi, if we ex¬ 
clude the ones that have 
crossed the limit - 15 years 
for petrol vehicles and 10 
years for diesel vehicles - 
there are approximately 70 
lakh vehicles on road. After 
the implementation of the 
Motor Vehicles Act, the 
Transport Department wit¬ 
nessed a threefold increase 
in the number of applica¬ 
tions for pollution certifi¬ 
cates,” Transport Minister 
Kailash Gahlot said. 

“We also received com¬ 
plaints of malpractices at 
the pollution checking 
centres and two of these 


centres were suspended. 
We will take strict action 
against the violators in this 
regard,” he added. 

“Though the State go¬ 
vernments have certain dis¬ 
cretionary powers to ease 
the penalties with respect to 
certain offences as per the 
new Motor Vehicles Act, as 
of now, it is not mulling to 
dilute them since the strin¬ 
gent measures are meant to 
ensure road safety,” the 
Transport Minister said 
further. 

“We are closely observing 
the initiatives by other 
States besides consulting 
with various stakeholders. 
At any stage, if the Delhi go¬ 
vernment is convinced to 


reduce the penalties for cer¬ 
tain offences, it shall do the 
needful,” the Minister 
added. 

Tiwari slams govt. 

Meanwhile, Delhi BJP chief 
Manoj Tiwari questioned 
why a sufficient number of 
pollution checking centres 
had not been opened by the 
Delhi government even af¬ 
ter four-and-a-half years of 
its tenure. 

“Arvind Kejriwal is play¬ 
ing politics with the money 
paid by taxpayers by spend¬ 
ing crores of rupees on ad¬ 
vertisements on pollution, 
whereas Delhi lacks the bas¬ 
ic amenities for pollution 
control,” Mr. Tiwari alleged. 


‘People can afford covers for 
their phones but not helmets’ 

Accident victims, kin welcome Motor Vehicles Amendment Act 


AARU SHI AGGARWAL 

NEW DELHI 

Prathistha Deveshwar was 13 
years old when a road acci¬ 
dent near Ropar in Punjab in 
2011 left her paralysed for 
life. Restricted to a wheel¬ 
chair now, Ms. Deveshwar 
has not lost hope and be¬ 
lieves she will be able to 
walk again. 

Ms. Deveshwar was one of 
the speakers at an open dia¬ 
logue organised by SaveLife 
Foundation NGO where road 
crash victims and their fami¬ 
lies demanded rapid imple¬ 
mentation of the Motor Veh¬ 
icles (Amendment) Act 2019 
to ensure safety on roads. 
The event was held at the In¬ 
dia Women’s Press Corps 
here. 

The speakers at the event, 
in particular, expressed 
their exasperation at those 
who oppose the amend¬ 
ments, saying that higher 
penalties will be instrumen¬ 
tal in raising awareness that 
can save hundreds of life 
everyday. 

Harry Singh was a 20- 
year-old student of Russian 
Literature at JNU when he 
met with an accident nine 
years ago on the university 
premises. As his two-wheel- 
er flipped and he landed on 
the pedestrian walkway, he 
damaged his spine and is 
now paralysed waist down. 
“My parents had such high 
hopes of me,” he said, “and 
it has taken me nine years to 


You cannot have a 
shining India with 
no regard for life 

SHILPA MITTAL 

Sister of an accident victim 

be independent.” 

Mr. Singh is the co-foun¬ 
der or Buddha Tea, a tea 
company founded in 2013. “I 
spent close to lakh every 
month on my rehabilita¬ 
tion,” he shared. “The fear 
that this ruling will increase 
corruption is not well-found¬ 
ed,” he said, adding: “We 
live in a country where eve¬ 
ryone can afford covers for 
their mobile phones but not 
helmets for their heads.” 

Ms. Deveshwar said she 
was travelling with her fami¬ 
ly when their car overturned 
due to the bad roads and she 
believes that this amend¬ 
ment to law will hold the 
right people accountable. 
Now a third-year political 
science student at LSR, she 
says, “To be paralysed in a 
place like Punjab is not easy. 
I dropped out and was 
home-schooled. I moved to 
Delhi because I knew things 
would be easier here.” 

Underage driving 

Shilpa Mittal lost her youn¬ 
ger brother Siddharth Shar- 
ma three years ago when an 
underage driver ran him ov¬ 
er while he was crossing the 
street at a zebra crossing. 

“We have all accepted ac¬ 
cidents as something very 


common,” Ms. Mittal said. 
“You cannot have a ‘shining 
India’ with no regard for 
life,” she said as she blamed 
parents for allowing their 
children to drive before they 
attain the legal age. 

While driving on the 
Lucknow-Noida highway, 
Shashank Shekhar’s brother 
was hit by someone driving 
on the wrong side of the 
road. Having incurred a 
brain injury, he has been in 
coma since. “I doubt if he 
will be integrated into socie¬ 
ty even if he recovers,” Mr. 
Shekhar said and thanked 
the passage of the 
amendments. 

Sandhya Gurung’s son 
has also been in coma for the 
last two years. “I have done 
everything a mother can do 
for her son,” she says, while 
thanking the MVAA. “I am 
happy this has been passed. 
Had it been there two years 
ago, my son would have 
been fine today.” 

Tines are fine’ 

SaveLife Foundation foun¬ 
der Piyush Tewari was also 
present at the event. He re¬ 
called the incident of his 16- 
year old brother’s death in 
2007 in a hit and run case 
and said, “Fifteen lakh peo¬ 
ple lost their lives to road 
crashes in the last 10 years. 
Fines should not be re¬ 
duced. If it is affordable, it is 
not a fine. The law is much 
welcomed.” 



Youth Congress protests 
against ‘steep’ hike in fines 

Amended Motor Vehicles Act has been forced on people’ 



People pushing a motorcycle over a barricade near Union 
Transport Minister Nitin Gadkari's residence during the 
protest in New Delhi on Wednesday, -sandeepsaxena 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Indian Youth Congress (IYC) 
on Wednesday staged a de¬ 
monstration outside the re¬ 
sidence of Union Minister 
for Road Transport and 
Highways, Nitin Gadkari, 
against the “steep” hike in 
penalty under the amended 
Motor Vehicles Act. 

The IYC tried to gift two 
old motorcycles and scoo¬ 
ters to Mr. Gadkari to make 
him realise how people 
were being forced to pay the 
fines that are higher than 
the value of their old 
vehicles. 

The protesters were 
stopped on their way to Mr. 
Gadkari’s house at Moti Lai 
Nehru Road by the police 
and a short scuffle followed 
as the IYC members tried to 
push the old motorcycles 


over the barricade. 

“This move is like the de¬ 
monetisation, which was 
forced on people. There was 


no preparation...it was im¬ 
posed on us without any 
awareness,” the IYC said in a 
statement. 


Wc man succumbs to bullet injury, 
hu: band taken into custody 

Man laims she shot herself; no note recovered from house 


Ravidas temple: CM writes to Puri 
over denotification of forest land 

Kejriwal offers to rebuild temple at same site in Tughlakabad 


STAFF F ’ORTER 

NEW DEL 

A 28-yc r-old woman who 
sustain l a bullet injury on 
the hea died in Vishwas Na- 
gar of i ahdara district on 
Wednef ay, the police said. 
Her hu land has been ap- 
preheni id, they said. 

Her 1 sband claimed that 
she hac >hot herself with a 
pistol. I was present at the 
house hen the incident 
took pi :e, a senior police 
officer< d. 

How< er, no note was re- 
coverec Tom the spot, the 


STAFF R *ORTER 

NEW DEL] 

A 55-ye; -old man allegedly 
died by uicide by jumping 
in front f a train at Adarsh 
Nagar n tro station on Wed¬ 
nesday, ading to a brief de¬ 
lay in sc dees on the Yellow 
Line, of ‘ 1 

The man, who was a resi¬ 
dent of Majlis Park, died on 
the spot, the police said, ad¬ 
ding that no note left behind 
by the deceased have been 



police said. 

The woman, a teacher at 
a private school, was rushed 
to a nearby hospital by her 
husband where she was de¬ 
clared brought dead. 

The police said they were 
informed about the incident 
by the hospital authorities 
around 11 a.m. 

The woman was married 
to a businessman for a year- 
and-a-half and the couple 
had recently welcomed their 
baby girl. 

On the basis of enquiry 
and inspection of the site, a 


found. 

The incident took place 
around 2.45 p.m. while the 
train was going towards Hu- 
da City Centre. 

Officials said metro servic¬ 
es were briefly affected bet¬ 
ween Samaypur Badli and 

TTl.l_* J_1__ 

“A call was received 
around 3 p.m. that an un¬ 
identified man had jumped 
in front of a metro train on 
platform no. 1. The man died 



case has been registered, the 
officer added. 

The weapon of offence 
has been seized and hus¬ 
band of the deceased has 
been apprehended, the pol¬ 
ice said. 

The husband has no cri¬ 
minal record, they added. 

The police are probing 
the case from all angles, in¬ 
cluding that of a family 
dispute. 

The exact cause of death 
will be ascertained after the 
post-mortem report arrives, 
the police said. 


on the spot,” a police official 
said. 

The incident took place a 
day after World Suicide Pre¬ 
vention Day, which seeks to 
bring awareness on the issue 
in order to provide world¬ 
wide commitment and ac- 

Suicide prevention hel¬ 
pline: Sanjivini , Society for 
Mental Health: 011-4076 
9002 (Monday-Saturday , 10 
a.m. -7.30 p.m.). 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal wrote to Union Minis¬ 
ter Hardeep Puri here on 
Wednesday seeking a di¬ 
rection to the Delhi Deve¬ 
lopment Authority to in¬ 
itiate the process of 
de-notifying the forest land 
where Sant Ravidas temple 
stood. 

The temple, which stood 
in South Delhi’s Tughlaka¬ 
bad, was demolished on 
August 10 by the DDA on 
the direction of the Su¬ 
preme Court. In his letter 
to the Union Housing and 
Urban Affairs Minister, Mr. 
Kejriwal also offered to re¬ 
build the temple at the 
same site once the land is 
de-notified and made avail¬ 
able to the temple society. 

Mr. Kejriwal said demoli¬ 
tion of the temple has 
caused “tremendous hurt” 
to the sentiments of crores 
of people as Sant Ravidas 

just by the Dalit communi¬ 
ty, but by all. 

Although the temple and 
all other properties have 
been demolished, it is still 




possible to restore the tem¬ 
ple, the Delhi Chief Minis¬ 
ter said in the letter, adding 
since the land is under the 
ownership of the DDA, on¬ 
ly the Central government 
can initiate its 
de-notification. 

“The DDA will have to in¬ 
itiate the process. It will 
need to submit a proposal 
to the Ministry of Environ¬ 
ment, Forest and Climate 

vernment of NCT of Delhi, 
for notifying the diversion 
of the land,” he said. 

Mr. Kejriwal sought to as¬ 
sure Mr. Puri that the Aam 



I will ensure that 
State government 
takes up the 
matter 

immediately and 
that it is decided in 
accordance with 
law in a time- 
bound manner 

ARVIND KEJRIWAL 
Chief Minister 

Aadmi Party-led Delhi go¬ 
vernment would act in a 
time-bound manner on the 
proposal to de-notify the 
land. “I will ensure that 
State government takes up 
the matter immediately 
and that it is decided in ac¬ 
cordance with law in a 
time-bound manner,” he 
said. 

Reconstruction 

On the matter of recon¬ 
struction of the temple, Mr. 
Kejriwal said, “If the Go¬ 
vernment of India makes 
the land available to the so- 

temple, with your support 
and blessings, the Delhi go¬ 
vernment will be pleased 
to carry out the recon¬ 
struction of the temple.” 



Mai ijumps in front of train, dies 



Cong, to highlight plight 
of sanitation workers 

AAP made hollow promises to them’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi Congress on Wednes¬ 
day said that it would be 
launching a campaign to un¬ 
derline the “hollow” pro¬ 
mises made by the AAP go¬ 
vernment in Delhi to safai 
karamcharis and highlight 
the plight of these workers 
over the past four-and-a-half 
years. 

DPCC working president 
Rajesh Lilothia said that 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal’s announcement that 
September 26 will be ob¬ 
served as ‘ Sewar and Safai 
Karamchari Adhilcar Diwas’ 
was a mockery on the plight 
of the sanitation workers in 
Delhi. 

He alleged that the go¬ 
vernment has “time and 
again harassed the safai ka¬ 
ramcharis by not releasing 
their wages and arrears and 
has now woken up to the 
rights and plight of the sani¬ 
tation workers with an eye 
on their votes”. 

would observe September 
26 as ‘ Chalawa Diwas’. At a 
meeting of safai karamchari 
unions at the DPCC office, 
Mr. Lilothia said that the go- 



The government 
has time and again 
harassed the safai 
karamcharis by 
not releasing their 
wages and arrears 
and has now 
woken up to the 
rights and plight of 
the sanitation 
workers with an 
eye on their votes 

RAJESH LILOTHIA 
DPCC working president 

vernment had harassed san¬ 
itation workers in Delhi the 
most that had resulted in 

ing works for days together, 
making the Capital a huge 
waste bin on many occa¬ 
sions in the past four-and-a- 
half years. 
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Delhi Pa n Today 
38°C Dry nd very warm 
weather 1 :h light winds to 
continue. 


Delhi Pa n Tomorrow 

38°C Dry nd very warm 
weather 1 :h partly cloudy sky 
to contim . Chances of 
thunders m at few places. 
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Court records rape 
survivor’s statement 

Main accused Kuldeep Singh Sengar taken to AIIMS 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

A special court at the Jaya 
Prakash Narayan Apex Trau¬ 
ma Centre of the All India In¬ 
stitute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) on Wednesday start¬ 
ed recording the Unnao rape 
survivor’s statement. 

The main accused and 
former BJP MLA, Kuldeep 
Singh Sengar, and co-ac¬ 
cused Shashi Singh were al¬ 
so brought to AIIMS, where 
the survivor has been under 
treatment. 

In-camera proceedings 

The court, which is conduct¬ 
ing in-camera proceedings, 
has been set up temporarily 
at the hospital at the direc¬ 
tion of the Delhi High Court 
last week. The High Court 
has asked the hospital auth¬ 
orities to ensure that all 
closed-circuit television 



Kuldeep Sengar, the main 
accused in Unnao rape case 


cameras installed in the 
room housing the tempor¬ 
ary court are switched off. 
Throughout the proceedings 
an experienced nursing of¬ 
ficer will attend to the survi¬ 
vor. The Central Bureau of 
Investigation has been asked 
to provide adequate 
security. 

The victim and her lawyer 
had suffered serious inju¬ 


ries, and her two aunts were 
killed, after a truck collided 
with their car at Raebareli in 
Uttar Pradesh on July 28. Af¬ 
ter the police registered a 
murder case against Sengar 
and others, the CBI took ov¬ 
er the probe on a reference 
from the State government. 

Two extensions 

The Supreme Court had ear¬ 
lier given a maximum of two 
weeks to the CBI to complete 
its probe in the “accident” 
case. However, at the the 
CBI’s request, it has given 
two extensions. 

The court has shifted all 
the five cases linked to the 
victim and her family to a 
Delhi court and ordered a 
day-to-day trial. It has also 
ordered the Uttar Pradesh 
government to give T25 lakh 
in interim compensation to 
the victim. 


NCST recommends tribal area’ status for Ladakh 

‘Will help in democratic devolution of powers, preserve and promote culture’ 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The National Commission 
for Scheduled Tribes (NCST) 
on Wednesday wrote to 
Home Minister Amit Shah 
and Tribal Affairs Minister 
Arjun Munda, recommend¬ 
ing that Ladakh be declared 
a tribal area under the Sixth 
Schedule of the Constitu¬ 
tion. 

The Sixth Schedule pro¬ 
vides for the administration 
of tribal areas after setting 
up autonomous district and 
regional councils. 


“The Commission, after 
careful consideration, re¬ 
commends that the Union 
Territory of Ladakh be 
brought under the Sixth 
Schedule of the Constitu¬ 
tion... Accordingly, NCST 
chairperson (Nand Kumar 
Sai) has written to Home and 
Tribal Affairs Ministers con¬ 
veying the recommenda¬ 
tion,” a statement said. 

The NCST feels this will 
help “democratic devolution 
of powers, preserve and pro¬ 
mote distinct culture of the 
region, protect agrarian 


rights including rights on 
land and enhance transfer of 
funds for speedy develop¬ 
ment of the region,” it said. 

Growing demand 

The NCST’s recommenda¬ 
tion comes against the back¬ 
drop of growing demand 
from a predominantly tribal 
population and political 
leaders of Ladakh for ac¬ 
cording “tribal area” status 
to the region. 

The Home Ministry is the 
central authority for declar¬ 
ing an area as a “tribal area”. 


“The Commission dis¬ 
cussed the issue of including 
Ladakh under the Fifth or 
Sixth Schedule of the Consti¬ 
tution at a meeting held on 
August 27. Later, on Septem¬ 
ber 4, the NCST consulted 
the Home, Law and Tribal 
Affairs Ministries in this re¬ 
gard,” NCST Joint Secretary 
S.K. Ratho said. 

“After discussing the issue 
in detail, the Commission 
decided to recommend ‘tri¬ 
bal area’ status for Ladakh 
under the Sixth Schedule of 
the Constitution,” he said. 
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I<h attar loses cool during rally 

Supp rter tried to place crown on Chief Minister’s head 


Insurance 
schemes for 
traders 
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PRES S T JST OF INDIA 

CHANDIG, H 

Haryan; "hief Minister Ma- 
nohar 1 1 Khattar lost his 
cool wh i supporters tried 
to place crown on his head 
even as e held an axe dur¬ 
ing a ral . 

“I wi chop your head 
off,” an ritated Mr. Khattar 
is heart saying in a video 
clip, wh h has also come to 
the noti i of the Opposition 
Congres 

The \ leo was tweeted by 
senior C ngress leader Ran- 
deep S gh Surjewala on 
Wednes iy. 

Mr. I< ittar, replying to a 
questioi about the video, 
said th< party had ended 



CM Manohar Lai Khattar 


such culture after coming to 
power. 

“If someone, especially 
my party worker, tries to 
place a silver crown on my 
head, I will get angry and 
will not tolerate it. We have 
ended this culture after com¬ 
ing to power,” he said. 

In the clip, the Chief Mi¬ 
nister, standing atop an 


open mini-truck, was seen 
getting annoyed after an un¬ 
identified supporter tried 
placing the crown on his 
head during his recent ‘Jan 
Ashirwad Yatra’. 

Holding the axe in his 
hand, which was given to 
him by someone from the 
public, he told the worker, 
“Gardan kaat doonga teri” (I 
will chop your head off). 

Mr. Surjewala took a 
swipe at Mr. Khattar, asking 
why he was getting angry. 

“Anger and arrogance is 
bad for health. He is telling 
his own supporter, ‘gardan 
kaat doonga teri’ What will 
you do with the public 
then,” he asked in the tweet. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

Ahead of the Assembly 
polls, due next month in 
Haryana, the State govern¬ 
ment on Wednesday 
launched two insurance 
schemes for registered 
small and medium traders 
in an apparent bid to woo 
voters. 

Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lai Khattar 
launched the two insu¬ 
rance schemes namely 
“Mukhyamantri Vyapari 
Samuhik Niji Durghatna 
Beema Yojana” and “Muk¬ 
hyamantri Vyapari Kshati- 
purti Beema Yojana” here. 


WHERE WILL YOU FIND THE WORLD'S LARGEST READERSHIP SURVEY? 
IN THE WORLD'S LARGEST DEMOCRACY, OF COURSE. 

The Media Research Users Council (MRUC) has commissioned the world's largest readership and 
consumption survey - Indian Readership Survey (IRS). The IRS is a pan-India readership and 
consumption study, which provides vital insights on the readership of Newspapers and 
Magazines, other media consumption like TV, Radio, Internet, and also product ownership 
information. IRS enables marketing companies to devise effective media and marketing 
strategies that contribute in achieving their business goals. The Survey is being carried out by 
Nielsen India - a reputed market research agency in India. We request you and your family 
members to cooperate with Nielsen surveyors, who may come to your house for conducting an 
interview. If you wish to verify, you may ask the Nielsen surveyor for an Identity Card. 

Media Research Users Council (MRUC) is a registered not-for-profit industry body, having 
representations from major advertisers, publishers, advertising agencies and broadcasters / 
other media owners. For more details please log on to www.mruc.net. 



As per the directions of 
Hon'ble NGT, Rs 5000/- as Environment 
compensation be levied on violators 
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Department of Revenue and Department of Enviornment 
Government of NCT of Delhi 
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Good Wishes of 

GANESHIITSAV 


to Residents of Delhi 


Arvind Kejriwal 

Chief Minister, Delhi 


Do not immerse in the River Yamuna. pooja mat 

Immerse idols at the places prescribed by Delhi Government. place. 
Click to view list of prescribed locations: 

http://environment.delhigovt.nic.in | http://dpcc.delhigovt.nic.in | http://revenue.delhi.gov.in 


Before immersion of idols, must remove the 
pooja material and collect it at the specified 
place. 




Violators can also be punished under section 15 of the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 which include 
imprisonment upto five years and / or fine which may be 
extended to Rs One Lac or with Both 


"Let us all together save our life-giving Yamuna 
river from being polluted and immerse idols 
only at the places prescribed by Delhi 
Government instead of Yamuna." 


- Important instructions - 

• Avoid using thermocol and plastic decorations. 


* Do not use idols made of POP and chemical 
colors, instead use only made of natural clay 
and food colors. 


Chief Minister 

Capt. Amarinder Singh 

RejnemJyery 

THE VALIANT SOLDIERS OF THE 

36 th SIKHS BATTALION 




For their unparalleled sacrifice in the historic 


on its 122 ANNIVERSARY 


State-Level Shaheedi Samagam will be led by 

S. Balbir Singh Sidhu 

Health & Family Welfare and Labour Minister 


on September 12, 2019 (Thursday) at 10.00 AM 

at Saragarhi Gurdwara Complex, Ferozepur 


Several other Cabinet Ministers, MPs, MLAs 
and eminent oersonalities will Darticioate in 


You are all invited to join 
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Man lynched in Bengal on child-lifting suspicion; 1 held 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KOLICATA 

A person was lynched in 
West Bengal’s Asansol on 
Wednesday morning on sus¬ 
picion of being a child-lifter, 
police said. One man has 
been arrested and several 
others have been detained 


for their alleged involvement 
in the attack. 

The incident took place 
barely a fortnight after the 
West Bengal Assembly 
passed a Bill on August 30 
against mob assault and inci¬ 
dents of lynching with provi¬ 
sion for life imprisonment to 


those injuring a person and 
capital punishment for caus¬ 
ing death. 

According to officers of 
Asansol Durgapur Police 
Commissionerate, the vic¬ 
tim, aged 35-40, was tied to a 
lamp post and beaten up on 
suspicion of being a child-lif¬ 


ter. He was later untied and 
thrashed again by the mob, 
they said. A huge police con¬ 
tingent rushed to the spot 
and rescued the man, who la¬ 
ter succumbed to his injuries 
at a State-run hospital, the of¬ 
ficers said. 

“We are yet to identify the 


person. We have arrested 
one person and have de¬ 
tained a few others on the ba¬ 
sis of video clippings of the 
incident that went viral,” a 
senior police officer said. 

“We have started an inves¬ 
tigation into the case,” he 
added. 


Government of Jharkhand 
Directorate of Industries 
3 rd Floor, Nepal House, Doranda, Ranchi-834002 


Notice 

Selection of Creative Agency/Event Manager for Design, Erection, Conceptualization of 

“22 nd India International Security Expo, 2019” During 03-05 October, 2019 at 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi. 

Sealed tender are invited by Directorate of Industries, Govt, of Jharkhand for reputed ISO certified 
Exhibition fabrication agencies for Design, Fabrication and augmentation of Pavilion / Stall at Pragati 
Maidan, New Delhi. 

The Bidder should submit proposals in two parts-Technical Bid & Financial Bid for a raw space of 196 
sq. mtr. For “India International Security Expo, 2019” during 03-05 October 2019 at Pragati Maidan 
New Delhi. 

Pavilion / Stall shall be made of wooden structure on a raised wood finished platform with ply board 
cladding and appropriate paint finishing. Electrical wiring, fitting, fixture, sofa, lockable reception table, 
chairs, store, two brochure stand, LED TV at wall (12x10 feet) and other necessary furniture. One 
receptionist and one cleaning staff with all safety measures and clearances to be arranged by the agency. 

Terms & Conditions 

Following Information, with supporting evidence must be furnished by the bidder 

1. The firm must have worked with more than three State or Central Government Departments / 
Organisation. 

2. Only those firms who have minimum 3years' experience of executing exhibition related jobs may apply, 
please attach minimum 05 works orders ofRs. 10.00 lakhs and above. 

3. Bidder should have an experience of fabrication of stalls in any 4 major cities in India (Attached 
documentary proof) 

4. The firm should have an average minimum yearly turnover of Rs. 1.50 crore & above for the last three 
years. Audited Balance sheet of last three years to be attached. 

5. The firm must have PF & ESI registration and document and last 6 month's payment challan to be 

attached. 

6. If the firm comes under MSME and registered with competent authority of above mention work, then 
relevant documents should be submitted in support of their claim and also submit the latest working 
certificate from competent authority. 

7. GST registration document should be attached. 

8. Must have valid PAN of agency registration. 

9. Bidder should have a valid ISO 9001 certification. 

10. No consortium/Joint venture shall not be considered. 

11. One design in given size must be submitted along with hard & soft copy in a presentation format. 

12. Two economy class rooms & one vehicle (from 02-05 October, 2019) to be provided by the firm for 
Officers/Staff, 

13. Accommodation, local conveyance and Food (3 days x 3 times) to be provided for 25 Artisans. 

Bidder should have submit separate EMD and Tender processing fee for each events EMD of 
Rs.1,00,000/- (Refundable) and tender processing fee of Rs. 10,000/- (Nonrefundable) in sealed cover 
and addressed to the Director of Industries, Government of Jharkhand, Ranchi latest by 3.00 pm on 
19-09-2019. The Technical bid will be open on the same day at 3.30 pm. Financial bid will be opened of 
those bidders who will successfully qualify in the Technical Bid part. For any other information 
please contact Sri Rajendra Prasad, Dy. Director of Industries, Directorate of Industries, GOJ, mob. 
No. 9470518897. The undersigned reserves the right to reject, cancel any particular or all bid offers 
without assigning any reason what so ever. The decision of the undersigned shall be final and 

PR216558 (Industries)!9-20*D ~ ^ d^cfol cfl^ cijl ci^ol | Director of Industries 
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Government of Himachal Pradesh 
j || Department of Tourism & Civil Aviation 
E-Procurement Notice 

CORRIGENDUM 

s is with reference to the advertisement regarding Tender Notice issued on 27.07.2019 in 
ious newspapers i. e. Hindustan Times, The Hindu, Amar Ujala & Dainik Bhaskar inviting 
lied bids for “Design and Installation of Light, Sound and Multimedia Show having 
OW” effect at Town Square, Mall Road, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh. Including 
eration & Maintenance for Five Years”. Due to unavoidable circumstances the key dates 
amended and may be read as under:- 

Sr. 

No. 

Description 

Present Dates 

Revised Dates 

1. 

Date of Online 
Publication 

20 June 2019; 18:00 Hrs 

20 June 2019; 18:00 Hrs 

2. 

Document Download 
Start and End Date 

20 June 2019; 18:30 Hrs upto 
15 th Sept. 2019; 17:00 Hrs 

20 June 2019; 18:30 Hrs upto 
29 th Sept. 2019; 17:00 Hrs 

3. 

Pre-Bid Meeting 



4. 

Bid Submission Start 
and End Date 

28 June 2019; 18:00 Hrs upto 
16 th Sept. 2019; 10:30 Hrs 

17 th Sept. 2019; 18:00 Hrs upto 
30 th Sept. 2019; 10:30 Hrs 

5. 

Physical Submission 
of EMD and Cost of 
Tender Document 

16 th Sept. 2019; 10:30 Hrs 

30 th Sept. 2019; 10:30 Hrs 

6. 

Date of Technical Bid 
opening, Evaluation 
of Technical Bid 
followed by Opening 
of Financial Bid 

16 th Sept. 2019;11:00 Hrs 

30 th Sept. 2019;11:00 Hrs 

Director, 
Tourism & Civil Aviation, 

hp / 0354 / 2019-2020 B l° ck No -28 SDA Complex, Kasumpti, Shimla-9. 


o1c>h> LlVliejci cm chKjfcttl, 4h*l4c£c4l 

Email-npseraikellal@gmail.com 


2lftfT ^>1 

o 

SRT ^jfhcT fctRH WTcTT t % ijcf if t ^PTT 
3#aieM4ilei'M PlfacJI do-NIT-07 NPS/2019-20 (2 nd 

Call) PR215587 Urban Development (19-20) Rni'ch—29.08.19 DRT 
WTftRT f^JT W 8JT fuRT^f eft 3ffrR ftkp 

14.09.2019 $ T-SJFT tR 16.09.19 ^ 314 of) ^ f^I 

cl?) tjcfj nfcT cpillldll if vjFTT TRi) frrf§T 16.09. 

19 $ 18.09.19 47) 3rf%c6 l^TcTT 11 

TjsnclrT ^f) I 


oltfT CI^VI eff 

PR 216525 (Urban Development^ 9-20#D 


cm4HlClcp qqil4cM'£| 


CL ^SSIFIEDS MART 

TO ADVERTISE: 

www.thehinduads.com 

)ll-43579738 • 43579797 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


EDUCATIONAL 


Qu< 

Read c 
84Qu< 
We pr< 
NoNei 
40%-5 
We pr< 
More t 
No Ne 

Ti 


lily IAS Prelims 2020 

Don't Waste Your Attempt] 

r Prelims Focussed Advanced Notes 
in 2019 Prelims from our Notes 
ide Complete GS Paper Notei-^^^ 
i to Read any Other Book 
Vo Ques in Prelims are Related to Current 
ide Comprehensive Current Affairs 
an 40 News Sources Covered Daily 
j to Read any Newspaper & Magazine 
i et our Notes, visit our following Website: 



Balcht 

AM To 07:45 AM 


Batch 1 

02:30 PM To D4:3D PM 



Ph N< 


VIJETHA IAS ACADEMY 


thru ANTHROPOLOGY 


VUE U E LEARNING PROGRAMME: 


labus precisely lectured 
teractive & Constructive discussions 
ning thru Answer writing 
/aluation thru Consistent Tests 
snted with: 

tice Tests* / 

laterial & Reference Sources 
020 Test Series' 

; ter course completion 



September 


_ #An Optional chosen by any background stream students 

Floor, Near Roop Vatika, Shankar Road, Old Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi-60 
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FREE WORKSHOP 


13 September 

OLD RAJENDER NAGAR : 4:30 PM 
MUKHERJEE NAGAR 11:00 am 
14 Sept. 6:30 PM 


QUESM WRITING CLASS I 

TEST SERIES: SUN. 2 PM 


WATCH YOUTUBE CHANNEL 


LocBon^HENNAI^ 

will be provided U shop no. 92 , second floor, 
Send CV to 1 0LD RAJENDRA nagar, new delhi go 

reach.iasips@gmail.com |©9911271887 


Classic IASi 

ACADEMY 

i” >M\Wtt\|\ 

SH AP / N & TALENT Since 2009 

GENERAL STUDIES | CSAT | 0PTI0NAIS 

www.classiciasacademy.com 


South Delhi 
9310034050 


Karol Bagh 
011-40536473 


Be4CurrentAfTairs.com 


I Pho e: 9463737373. 9463838383 I 


THROPOLOGY 

New Bitch Starts on 16-SEP-2019 


Online & Offline 


Call us for Demo Classes 

I Dr. LAKSHMAIAH IAS STUDY CIRCLE 

57/17,1st Floor, Above Ka venters Milk shake 

0(d Rajendar Nagar, New Delhi-60 

+91-9052265819, +91-9773731858 


by Vikash Ranjan 

PRADEEP SINGH, Rank-93 Marks in Sociology-307 ^ 
I am lucky to have the guide like Vikas Sir. I not only did 
my Optional paper here, but also the Essay paper, G.S Test 
Series as well as Ethics, Sir guided me in every aspect of 
not only exam but life as well Vikas Sir's USP is that he 
does not focus on making a Sociologist out of you but his 
sole aim is to make you succeed and earn marks. 


Visit:- https://triumphias.com/sociology-foundation-cse-mains-oct.php 


UPSC-IAS TOPPERS with Vikash Sir 


India’s no. 1 Classroom 
Course in Terms of Results 

EJEEZEj 

SoiepT 



TNICEIASJ 

INDIA’S TOP INSTITUTE 

for Sociology Optional 




ANU KUMARI 

AIR 2, CSE 2017 


I would like to thank PRAVEEN KISHORE SIR for his 
fabulous guidance. Sir made sociology concepts 
lucid and so easy to understand. Sir provided 
valuable feedback in test series. Your guidance 
has been extremely crucial in my success^, 


Regular Classroom Programme - 16 th Sept 


Crash Course Cum Test Series - 12 th Oct 


LIVE Online Classes at 

www.neostencil.com/institute/nice-ias 


ACHIEVERS CSE 2018 

. . ^ O vV 

Hr" B J| f RAUSHAN 3HA J 

KjO ■ ANYA KUMAR AIR 128 J 

AWHALE MANISHA DAS AIR 114 


AWHALE MANISHA DAS 

SAMEER MANIKRAO AIR 60 

SAURABH AIR 33 — 

AIR 32 


Ph. 09910944333, 

Basement, House No. 59, Block No. 23 ^ -47065959 

Old Rajinder Nagar, Delhi -110060 Email: nice_ias@yahoo.co.in 


1 

TENDERS 

1 

FOR SALE 


TENDER NOTICE 
THE JAWAHAR LAL C.G.H.S. Ltd. 

Regd. Off: Plot. No. 9, Sector-5, 
Dwarka, N.Delhi - 75 

Requires Contractor for 
Addition / Alteration work. 

Interested parties can 
Collect Tender Documents 
from Society office from 

upto 5:30 PM, after paying 
Tender Cost Rs.20,000/- in cash 
PRESIDENT 


ANTHROPOLOGY 

New Batch 242 ^i^^pm 


HIGHEST SCORE EVER-362, BY LAKSHMIN; AIR-45 


TOTAL 32+ SELECTIONS IN CSE-2018; MANY GOT 300+ MARK 



Triumph IAS 


SOCIOLOGY 

ONLINE COURSE (UPSC 2020-21 


WITH DAILY ANSWER WRITING 


mux 


011 -25721883;9821805141 ;9868560857 

98, GF. ORN, NEAR UCO BANK, DEL-60 
L web: www.l_2A.IN 



GS ECONOMY 

“PT-focus” PT-cum-Main batch 

by Ramesh Singh 
McGraw-Hill writer of 


the best-selling book 
INDIAN ECONOMY 


New batch: Sep 23 - Nov 08 (2.30-5.00pm) 

Basics to Currents | More PT Tests | Answer Writing | Notes 

Next similar batch: Nov. 15-Dec. 25 (3hrs classes) 


4A/41, Old Rajinder Nagar, Bada Bazar Road, N. Delhi- 60 
www.rameshsingh.org | ph. 981 82-44224; 80767-4881 2 
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IAS 2018 
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IAS 2018 
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OUR UNBEATABLE STRATEGY 

★ Foundation Classes 

★ Revision classes through mind maps & slides 

★ Focusing conceptual clarity, special focus on 
inter linkages & comparative study 

★ Supported by lucid & updated notes 

★ Test Series included 

★ Epoche: Quality Enrichment Programme 


(FRESH BATCHES 2020/21 
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REGULAR ; WEEKEND 

1^ Sept, i IQ Sept © 22 Sept< 
11:15AM 


11:15 AM & 5:15 PM 


2:15 PM 


Mitra's IAS 


l 


39, PUSA ROAD (SAMYAK TOWER, 
OPP. METRO PILLAR NO. 120) 

8826469839 /9560928172/45595599 

mitrasiasclasses@gmail.com • Visit us : www.mitrasias.com 


RENT/SALE 

MULTIPLEX 


3 Screen Multiplex in 
East Delhi For Sale/Rent 
Sale Price Rs. 16 Crore 


Send your details to 

vikas.cinemall@gmail.com 



SYNERGY 


AN INSTITUTE FOR CIVIL SERVICES EXAMINATION 


PUBLIC 

ADMINISTRATION 

Classroom Programme 


byM.K. MOHANTY 



Top Scores from Our Full Course Classroom Programme 

(Excluding Test Series & Similar Other Programmes) 



Marks 

314 

500 




Marks 

310 

500 



Marks 

310 

500 


GS PREPARATORY TEST SERIES 2020 


Total Tests 12 
Section Wise 8 
Full Length 4 


ADMISSION OPEN 



Email: info@synergy.edu.in | Website: www.synergyraftar.com 
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011-456299871 

99991976251 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that M/s UCB 
Developers LLP “ Seller ” who claims to be 
owner and in possession of Entire Third Floor 
with Roof Rights of Property bearing No. A- 
112,in Plan of the Dera Ismail Khan CHBS ltd., 
known as Derawal Nagar, Delhi, (hereinafter 
called the said property) by virtue of Sale 
Certificate executed by India Overseas Bank in 
respect of the said property, Reg. Vide Doc No. 
12413 dated 28.08.2018, has agreed to sell 
the said property to Sumalee Madan and Said 
Sumalee Madan has agreed create mortgage 
of the said Property in favour of our clients, 
IDFC First Bank Limited, having its office at 
ITO. All person/s /Institution/s having any claim 
against or in respect of the said Property, or any 
part thereof, by way of sale, exchange, 
mortgage (equitable/registered or otherwise), 
gift, trust, inheritance, lien or otherwise 
howsoever, are hereby requested to notify the 
same in writing to us with supporting 
documentary evidence at the address 
mentioned below within 15 days from the date 
hereof, failing which the claim or claims, if any, 
of such person or persons will be considered to 
have been waived and/or abandoned and our 
client shall proceed with the disbursement of 
loan against the said property and subsequent 
creation of mortgage in respect thereof. 

Vishal Diwan (Advocate) 
For Diwan and Company 
Advocates and Solicitors 
House No.2 (LGF), NRI Complex, 
New Delhi-110019 Mobile 9818399999 


EDUCATIONAL 


SOCIOLOGY THROUGH 
WRITING ISTWI2020/ 
SOCIOLOGY THROUGH SELF 
EVALUATION (STSi) 2020 

BASED ON BEBEBSE ENGINEERING TECHNIQUE 


2Q f |pj Ham Head Office: 25/8, Old Rajender Nagar, Delhi-60. 


16 oct. 5pm III 


SOCIOLOGY TEST SERIES-2020 

Total Number of Test-10 

( Starts: 29 * Sent. ) 


CURRENT AFFAIRS CIASSES 

I ■ 2 Days in a Week^H 

jJBJU.UJJ,UJ.LIMIUJJaiBBBaim 





P.C.S. 2017 


14-17 


P 817000330 9450138896 




PERSONAL 


CHANGE OF NAME 


I, Sudha Naib D/o Late Sh. J.L. Ghai, 
R/o B-382, Nirman Vihar, Delhi- 
110092, have changed my name to 
Sudha Ghai for all purposes. 


16-A/2, 1st Floor, Ajmal Khan Road, W.E.A. I b/is m *r an, wh w. fe^fr 9 

Karol Bagh, New Delhi-05 1011-45109939 / 9870309939 / 9990188537 
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WEST 7 


C( ing., NCP suffer another jolt as 
tv o leaders switch loyalty to BJP 

Hars avardhan Patil, Ganesh Naik will get the space they deserve: BJP State chief 



Welcome aboard: Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis greets Congress Leader Harshavardhan 
Patil after the Latter joined the BJP in Mumbai on Wednesday. ■ vivek bendre 


SHAR AE YAS 

MUMBAI 

The Bh 'atiya Janata Party 
(BJP) is i an advantageous 
positioi his election season 
with S€ 3ral Congress and 
Nations st Congress Party 
(NCP) eaders switching 
loyalty the saffron party. 

On ednesday, former 
Cabinel ninister and Con¬ 
gress le ier Harshavardhan 
Patil 'c d Navi Mumbai 
strongr n Ganesh Naik 
(NCP) j ned the BJP in the 
present of Chief Minister 
Devend l Fadnavis. With the 
entry o he two leaders, the 
BJP is h >eful of crossing the 
220-ma : it had set itself as a 
target f< the Assembly elec¬ 
tions d s in October, Mr. 
Fadnav: said. 

Anne ncing their exit 
from tl ir parent parties, 
the two iaders said they be¬ 
lieved t at the problems of 
voters ii :heir constituencies 
could o y be solved by a BJP 
govern] mt at the Centre. 
“There ; no other alterna¬ 
tive left or us to get justice 
for the iople of our consti- 
tuencie ’ they said. 

Mr. 1 til is likely to pro¬ 
vide tl BJP some heft 
against Sharad Pawar’s 
strongh d in western Maha¬ 
rashtra, ffiere the party has 
vowed i oust the NCP su¬ 
premo id his family’s rule. 
Mr. Nai s entry along with 
50 corp rators on the other 
hand v uld mean the BJP 
will gra the power in the lo¬ 
cal civi body without win¬ 
ning th< flection. 

“My onstituency (Inda- 
pur) is ] :ated in such a way 
that is as suffered at the 
hand c some people (Pa- 
wars). y supporters who 
have cc le here have faced 
injustic for years and they 
believe nly the BJP could 


give them justice, mainly 
equitable distribution of wa¬ 
ter,” Mr. Patil said. 

Sanjeev, son of Mr. Naik, 
said those joining the BJP are 
doing it without any condi¬ 
tions and out of their own 
free will so that they could 
fulfil the mandate given by 
the people. “We have res¬ 
pect for Sharad Pawarji and 
what he has done for us 
(Naiks). But we have to fulfil 
the mandate of the people.” 

Mr. Patil, a four-term min¬ 
ster who served in the pre¬ 
vious governments in the ca¬ 
pacity of Minister for 
Cooperatives and Legislative 
Affairs, said the decisive ac¬ 
tion by the Narendra Modi 
government in the last 100 


days has made people be¬ 
lieve there is no other alter¬ 
native to strong governance. 
“The decisions to abrogate 
Article 370 and increase 
fines under the Motor Vehi¬ 
cles Act are such that only 
Mr. Modi could have taken 
them. It is for this decisive 
leadership that I have cho¬ 
sen to come to the BJP with¬ 
out any conditions at¬ 
tached,” he said. 

BJP leaders said both lead¬ 
ers from the Congress and 
NCP will be given due res¬ 
pect and space as they have 
commandeered in their pa¬ 
rent parties. “The talks to 
bring these two leaders on 
board have been going on for 
a long time. We will ensure 


they get the space they de¬ 
serve in the party,” BJP State 
president Chandrakant Patil 
said. 

Party sources confirmed 
NCP MP from Satara, 
Udayanraje Bhosle, is also in 
talks with the BJP while Con¬ 
gress MLC Anandrao Patil 
too is likely to join the BJP. 
“Congress leader Kripashan- 
kar Singh will also join the 
party in the presence of Un¬ 
ion Minister Rajnath Singh in 
New Delhi soon,” said a mi¬ 
nister of the BJP govern¬ 
ment. The former president 
of the Mumbai Congress has 
submitted his resignation 
from the party stating he 
does not agree with the par¬ 
ty’s stand on Kashmir. 


Harshavardhan slandering NCP: Ajit Pawar 

He also rebukes Raj Thackeray for his silence following ED questioning 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

National Congress Party 
(NCP) leader and former de¬ 
puty chief minister Ajit Pawar 
on Wednesday hit out at 
former Congressman Harsha¬ 
vardhan Patil, dismissing his 
allegations against the NCP’s 
alleged ‘ingratitude’ over the 
candidacy of the crucial Inda- 
pur Assembly segment as 
“baseless”. 

Speaking in Baramati, Mr. 
Pawar further rebuked NCP 
‘ally’, Maharashtra Navnir- 
man Sena (MNS) chief Raj 
Thackeray, stating that Mr. 
Thackeray had gone quiet af¬ 
ter the Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate had questioned him in 
the Kohinoor Mills case. 

Reacting to Mr. Patil’s for¬ 
mal entry into the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) today, Mr. 
Pawar said the Congressman 


had already made up his 
mind to join the BJP, and was 
wrongly blaming the NCP and 
the Congress leadership for 
slighting him. The NCP leader 
further said Mr. Patil had left 
in a hurry even as a ‘compro¬ 
mise formula’ over the Inda- 
pur seat was being worked 
out by the Congress and the 
NCP leaderships. 

“At the time of the Lok Sab- 
ha polls, he [Mr. Patil] had 
said that he would abide by 
coalition dharma and had as¬ 
sured of following any deci¬ 
sion taken by the top leader¬ 
ship of our parties. Now, he is 
misleading people by slan¬ 
dering the NCP, Sharad Pa¬ 
war, Supriya Sule and me...e- 
ven [senior Congressman and 
former Chief Minister] Prith- 
viraj Chavan had recently 
urged him to wait. I, too, had 
visited his house in Pune but 



Ajit Pawar 


he [Mr. Patil] refused to meet 
me,” said Mr. Pawar. 

Mr. Patil, a former State ca¬ 
binet Minister and four-time 
Member of the Legislative As¬ 
sembly from his stronghold 
Indapur, had lost to the NCP’s 
Dattatrey Bharne in the 2014 
Assembly election, when the 
Congress and the NCP had 
contested separately. Despite 
the bad blood between the 
Pawar and Patil clans and a 


long history of political rival¬ 
ry, Mr. Patil had been con¬ 
vinced by Ajit Pawar and oth¬ 
er Congress leaders to 
support NCP Member of Par¬ 
liament Supriya Sule (Sharad 
Pawar’s daughter) and to 
campaign to ensure her victo¬ 
ry from the Baramati Lok 
Sabha seat before the general 
election this year. 

Just before the Lok Sabha 
elections, Mr. Pawar had con¬ 
ferred with Mr. Patil at his 
Pune residence to mollify the 
Congressman and ensure 
that he campaigned for Ms. 
Sule’s win by not swinging to¬ 
wards the BJP. Mr. Patil had 
backed Ms. Sule in the hope 
that the NCP would support 
his candidacy in the Assemb¬ 
ly election for the Indapur As¬ 
sembly segment, which 
forms a crucial part of the Ba¬ 
ramati Lok Sabha seat. 


BJP, Shiv Sena aim to isolate oppn. bigwigs 

With exodus continuing, Congress, NCP leaders face a tough battle on home turf 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Apart from boosting their 
chances to win the Assembly 
polls, the systematic recruit¬ 
ment of opposition leaders 
by the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and Shiv Sena aims to 
confine the bigwigs from the 
Congress and Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) to 
their respective bastions. 

Former chief minister 
Prithviraj Chavan, State Con¬ 
gress president Balasaheb 
Thorat, NCP leader Ajit Pa¬ 
war, and Leader of Opposi¬ 
tion (LoP) Dhananjay Munde 
are among a few opposition 
leaders, who are likely to 
face a tough fight on their 
home turf. 

Mr. Chavan’s trusted aides 
Jaykumar Gore and Ranjeet- 
sinha Nimbalkar have alrea¬ 
dy left the Congress to join 


the BJP. MLC Anandrao Patil 
is also likely to resign from 
the party. Mr. Nimbalkar 
contested the Lok Sabha 
elections and won Madha for 
the BJP. 

Mr. Gore is set to be the 
BJP candidate from Man As¬ 
sembly constituency. Mr. 
Chavan has found himself 
fighting a lone battle in Sata¬ 
ra district with BJP recruit¬ 
ing his key aides. 

“The BJP does not want to 
see an opposition. I have 
never in my political career 
seen a party who misuses 
power to such an extent,” 
Mr. Chavan said. 

In Ahmednagar, Mr. Tho¬ 
rat has remained a lone Con¬ 
gress MLA with former LoP 
Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil 
and Shrirampur MLA Bhau- 
saheb Kamble switching 
loyalty to the BJP and Sena 


respectively. Mr. Vikhe-Patil, 
an arch rival of Mr. Thorat, 
has warned that the district 
will not see a single Congress 
MLA after the Assembly 
polls. Mr. Thorat is being 
forced to re-direct his work¬ 
ers and resources to ensure 
that he retains the Sangam- 
ner Assembly seat. 

With former Indapur MLA 
Harshvardhan Patil joining 
the BJP, the difficulties for 
the Pawar family are set to 
increase in Baramati. Two 
days ago, BJP Maharashtra 
chief Chandrakant Patil in¬ 
augurated the campaign of¬ 
fice in Baramati and warned 
the Pawar family that situa¬ 
tion would worsen for them 
in the Assembly polls. 

He has been personally 
managing the BJP campaign 
strategy for the region with 
focus on Ajit Pawar, who is 


an MLA from Baramati. Mr. 
Munde in Beed too is run¬ 
ning out of senior allies with 
all joining hands with the 
BJP and Sena. 

In Solapur, former CM 
Sushilkumar Shinde is now 
surrounded with his former 
party colleagues who have 
shifted loyalty to the saffron 
alliance. In Osmanabad, the 
BJP has recruited Rana Jagjit- 
sinh Patil, the NCP’s sole 
face in the district, and the 
same has happened in Navi 
Mumbai with Ganesh Naik 
joining the BJP. 

“We understand that the 
recruitment of our leaders is 
in a systematic manner. This 
is to damage our senior lead¬ 
ers, which will result in them 
being not able to divest at¬ 
tention anywhere else. We 
take it as a challenge and will 
face it,” Mr. Chavan said. 
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party aspirations, leaders 
said. “From our side, this is 
the final number consider¬ 
ing a number of factors such 
as the wave in favour of the 
party post abrogation of Ar¬ 
ticle 370,” the minister said. 

The BJP’s core committee 
held a second round of 
meeting this week to discuss 
the seat-sharing formula 
with Shiv Sena. The meeting 
of the 16-member committee 
was held under the leader¬ 
ship of Uttar Pradesh Depu¬ 
ty Chief Minister Keshav Pra¬ 
sad Maurya on Monday, who 
stressed on the need for the 
party to highlight achieve¬ 
ments of the Narendra Modi 
government in the first 100 
days of its completion of se¬ 
cond term. 

The core committee in¬ 
cludes senior party leaders, 
and is headed by Chief Mi¬ 
nister Devendra Fadnavis, 
State in-charge Chandrakant 
Patil, city unit chief Mangal 
Prabhat Lodha, Ministers Vi- 
nod Tawde, Ashish Shelar, 
and Pankaja Munde among 
others. 


Rallying for reservation 



Hear us out: Hundreds of Vanjara community members take out a peacefuL march in Nashik on Wednesday, demanding 
reservation under the ScheduLed Tribe category. The community cLaims that the Vanjara community is same as Banjaras and 
hence the government shouLd extend all facilities given to those under ST category to Vanjaras as well, -special arrangement 


We are biggest support for 
Congress, NCP: Raju Shetti + 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

At a time when the Congress 
and the Nationalist Congress 
Party (NCP) are racked by 
defections of its top leaders, 
the Raju Shetti-led Swabhi- 
mani Palcsha has claimed it 
has emerged as the biggest 
‘support’ for the battered 
Congress-NCP coalition to 
take on the ruling Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP)-Shiv Sena 
alliance. 

Sugar belt districts 

The claim is based on the 
party’s strength in the sugar 
belt districts of Sangli and 
Kolhapur drawn from its pa¬ 
rent organisation, the Swab- 


himani Shetkari Sanghatana 
(SSS) and its consistent agita¬ 
tion for farmers’ rights and 
problems facing the 
flood-affected. 

With the Congress and the 
NCP tentatively deciding on 
contesting 125 seats each, 
Mr. Shetti plans to stake 
claim on the majority of the 
40-odd Assembly segments 
the two big parties are ex¬ 
pected to leave for their 
smaller allies. 

The leadership of the 
Swabhimani Palcsha has said 
it is in a formidable position 
on at least 17-18 Assembly 
seats, even expressing confi¬ 
dence in winning from four 
segments. 


U°1 3u$ 

NSIC 

(A Govt, of India Enterprise) 

Sealed quotations are invited for the Supply, Installation & 
Commissioning of Software, Computer Systems, Mac 
Computers, Mac Pro & iMac Computer for AR/VR Lab at NSIC- 
Technical Services Centre, Okhla. 

Tender documents can be downloaded from the web site 

www.nsic.co.in/tender/Current-Tenders.aspx. 

The Last date of Submission for Software for AR/VR Lab is 
20.09.2019 till 15:30 Hours. & for all other tenders the last date of 
submission is 26.09.2019 till 15:30 Hours 

Okhla, Phase III, Near Govindpuri Metro Station, New Delhi-20 
Tel No. 011-26826801, 26382236, 09849927019 
Fax: - 011-26826783 Web site: www.nsic.co.in 


Tender Notice 


lolim airport to shut for runway repair 


Main mance will be done every Saturday for six hours from November 2 



PRES S T JST OF INDIA 

PANAJI 

The Na\ has decided to shut 
Goa’s D; olim airport for six 
hours e ?ry Saturday from 
Novemt r 2 for the mainte¬ 
nance c its runway, which 
has bee deteriorating fol¬ 
lowing 1 avy rain, an official 
said on ednesday. 

The abolim airport is 
part of Le naval airbase of 
INS Han l and doubles up as 
a civiliai facility. 

The c isure will not affect 
civilian perations as they 
would t carried out during 
the tim allotted for naval 
sorties, Navy spokesperson 
said. 

“The avy held a meeting 
with th< Airports Authority 
of India id all airline opera¬ 



tors, including chartered 
flight operators, on August 1 
to discuss the winter flight 



schedule on weekends in or¬ 
der to facilitate periodic 
maintenance of the runway,” 



he said. “The excessively 
heavy rain this monsoon has 
adversely affected the run¬ 
way surface,” he added. 

After extensive discus¬ 
sions, all stakeholders 
agreed upon the require¬ 
ment of runway mainte¬ 
nance slot of six hours - 
from 6.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m 
every Saturday, he said. 

“Many major airports in 
the country have runway 
maintenance slots of six to 
seven hours. The require¬ 
ment of a minimum of six 
hours is necessary in Goa to 
prevent deterioration of the 
runway surface. The Navy is 
mandated by regulations to 
ensure satisfactory condition 
of the runway surface,” he 
added. 
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New Okhla Industrial Development Authority 

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida-201301 (U.P.) 
Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com 


E-TENDER NOTICE 


E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC 
Lucknow for the following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and 
same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. 
The details and conditions of all tenders are available on N0IDA 
Authority's official website: www.noidaauthorityonline.com & 
https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites for any 
changes/amendments & corrigendum etc. 


(A) 1- 


01/Noida/GM(K)/SM-WC-9/ET/2019-20, Name of Work:- D/o 
Sector-94A (Maintenance and Repair of Christian Cemetoryof 
Sector-94A), Noida, Cost - Rs. 9.43 Lacs 


Which can be uploaded by date 26.09.2019 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification 
shall be opened/ downloaded on date 27.09.2019 at 11.00 AM. 

General Manager 
NOIDA 


CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

E-TENDER NOTICE FOR SUPPLY OF MEDICINE 

Principal Chief Medical Director, Headquarters, Southern Railway, for and on behalf of 
the President of India, invites ONLINE open tenders for the following supply contract 
as per Tender Notice given in IREPS website. Firms are requested to log on to 
http://www.ireps.gov.in->E-Tender->Goods & Services (New) and quote against 
these tenders. No Manual quotations will be entertained. Closing time for the 
tenders is 11:00 hours on the date noted against each below. 

SI. 

No. 

Tender 

No. 

Description 

Quantity 

Due Date 

1 

SRI 905001010666 

EUPHORBIA PROSTRATA.. 

3660 

01/10/2019 

2 

SRI 905305010667 

CEFAZOLIN INJ 1GVIAL 

8520 

01/10/2019 

3 

SRI 905902110668 

ANTIRABIES VACCINE-.. 2.5IU 

6690 

01/10/2019 

4 

SRI 905902710669 

TETANUS + DIPHTHERIA... 

227 

01/10/2019 

5 

SRI 905902910670 

H-INFLUENZA VACCINE.. 

1520 

01/10/2019 

6 

SRI 905907610672 

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINE INJ PFS 

805 

01/10/2019 

7 

SRI 906529010673 

ATEZOLIZUMAB INJ 1200 MG VIAL 

5 

01/10/2019 

8 

SRI 906530010674 

LENVATINIB 4MG CAP 

300 

01/10/2019 

9 

SRI 907612510676 

METHYCOBALAMINE 1000 MCG .. 

25560 

01/10/2019 

10 

SRI 907910110677 

THEOPHYLLINE 23 MG ... 

377700 

01/10/2019 

11 

SRI 909010010679 

METRONIDAZOLE 5 % 100 ML BOT 

14460 

01/10/2019 

12 

SRI 909111010680 

VECURONIUM INJ 4 MG AMP 

4080 

01/10/2019 

13 

SRI 909207910681 

ORTHO PHTHALALDEHYDE 0.55% 

750000 

01/10/2019 

14 

SRI 909208610682 

COMPLEX FORMULATION ... 

392 

01/10/2019 

15 

SRI 905901110683 

ANTI-D IMMUNOGLOBIN INJ... 

63 

01/10/2019 

Principal Chief Medical Director | 


M ND-NDE 
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Vokkaligas rally against ‘attack’ 
on community by ruling BJP 


Huge protest: Members of the Vokkaliga community and supporters of D.K. Shivakumar taking 
out a rally in Bengaluru on Wednesday, -k. murali kumar 


Protest comes 
after arrest of 
D.K. Shivakumar 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Thousands of people belong¬ 
ing to the Vokkaliga com¬ 
munity took out a rally here 
on Wednesday to protest 
against the perceived “at¬ 
tack” on the community 
leaders in the recent times 
by the ruling Bharatiya Jana¬ 
ta Party. A cross-section of 
the community leaders re¬ 
presenting the Congress and 
the Janata Dal (Secular) and 
religious leaders took part in 
the rally that went without 
any untoward incident. 

Organised jointly by sev¬ 
eral Vokkaliga organisations 
in the light of the arrest of 
Congress leader D.K. Shiva¬ 
kumar by the Enforcement 
Directorate, the rally saw 
leaders slamming the BJP for 


“misusing” the Central agen¬ 
cies against the community 
leaders. 

KPCC president Dinesh 
Gundu Rao, Congress lead¬ 
ers Ramalinga Reddy, Krish¬ 
na Byre Gowda, V.S. Ugrap- 
pa, and Narayanswamy 
addressed the gathering. 
The protesters later handed 


over a memorandum to Go¬ 
vernor Vajubhai R. Vala. 

Meanwhile, two BJP Mi¬ 
nisters from the community 
criticised attempts to lend a 
“casteist colour” to the ED’s 
investigation. Revenue Mi¬ 
nister R. Ashok sought to 
know if it was possible to 
change rules for the leader 


who is under the ED scruti¬ 
ny. In a veiled warning to the 
BJP, Nanjavadhoota Swami, a 
religious head of Vokkaligas, 
said the community was 
watching the developments 
silently, and that it was the 
responsibility of the State 
and Central governments 
not to make them angry. 



NR from Kerala stabs 
wif; to death in UAE 

Incid nt followed a heated argument 


PRES S T JST OF INDIA 

DUBAI 

An Indi i national in the 
United j ab Emirates alleg¬ 
edly sti bed his wife to 
death, c nedia report said. 
The 43-] ar-old man, identi¬ 
fied as l ", killed his wife C. 
Vidhya landran, 39, after 
a heate< argument in a car 
park at VI Quoz here on 
Monday Khaleej Times re¬ 
ported. The couple’s 
daughte ;, aged 16 and 5, 
live in 1 rala with the vic¬ 
tim’s pa nts. 

The \ iman’s brother Vi- 
nayacha dran said his sister 
was si posed to come 
home fc Onam. He said the 


family came to know about 
the incident through the vic¬ 
tim’s colleague, who told 
them that “he [the husband] 
stabbed her in a car park 
and he is now in police cus¬ 
tody. We don’t know what 
happened exactly.” Mr. Vi- 
nayachandran alleged that 
his sister was in an abusive 
relationship. 

“Vidhya’s husband had 
taken a huge loan, and they 
were under financial pres¬ 
sure. That is why Vidhya 
quit her job in Thiruvanan- 
thapuram and joined her 
husband in Dubai,” he said. 
Vidhya was working in a 
private company at Al Quoz. 


HC summons Prajwal through 
newspaper on poll petitions 


Action after Hassan MP didn’t receive notice sent to house 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

HASSAN 

The Karnataka High Court 
has served summons on 
Hassan MP Prajwal Revanna 
through a newspaper in res¬ 
ponse to two election peti¬ 
tions hied against him. 

The Joint Registrar of the 
High Court published the 
summons in a local new¬ 
spaper in Hassan on Wed¬ 
nesday after the respondent 
did not receive the notice 
sent to his residence earlier. 

The respondent has been 
directed to appear before 
the court in person, or 



Prajwal Revanna 


through a pleader, to answer 
all material questions relat¬ 
ing to the petition on Sep¬ 
tember 30 at 10.30 a.m. 

If he defaults on his ap¬ 


pearance, the petition 
would be heard and deter¬ 
mined in his absence. 

Plea by BJP leader 

Former Karnataka Minister 
and Bharatiya Janata Party 
leader A. Manju, who was 
defeated in the Lok Sabha 
election earlier this year, 
and G. Devaraje Gowda, an 
advocate from Holenarasi- 
pur taluk, had hied separate 
petitions in the High Court 
questioning the legality of 
his election to the Lok Sabha 
in the polls held in April-May 
2019. 


Scolded over 
videogame, 
boy ends life 



Victims of violence in Atmakuru being sent to the Durgi 
Police Station in Guntur on Wednesday, -t. vijaya kumar 


‘Violence victims’ 
sent back to villages 

A.P. police succeed in pacifying them 


STAFF REPORTER 

VISAICHAPATNAM 

A 15-year-old boy allegedly 
ended his life after his pa¬ 
rents scolded him for 
spending too much time 
playing PUBG in Visakha- 
patnam on Wednesday. 

Inspector Pydapu Naidu 
said Lohith’s parents re¬ 
portedly reprimanded him 
over his addiction to the 
game. “Lohith was spend¬ 
ing too much time on his 
mobile phone playing 
PUBG. His parents were 
worried about his addic¬ 
tion and they conhscated 
his mobile phone recently. 
Lohith went into depres¬ 
sion and allegedly con¬ 
sumed pesticide on August 
21. He was undergoing 
treatment at King George 
Hospital and succumbed 
on Wednesday,” Mr. Naidu 
said. 

A case has been regis¬ 
tered under Section 174 
CrPC (unnatural death), 
Mr. Naidu said. 

PlayerUnknown’s Battle¬ 
grounds (PUBG) has gained 
a reputation for being a 
wildly addictive game, and 
has stoked a debate across 
the country on whether it 
should be banned. Calls for 
a ban increased in the 
wake of a number of teen¬ 
agers and adolescents end¬ 
ing their lives after being 
confronted by their fami¬ 
lies over their addiction to 
the game. 

There have also been in¬ 
cidents of youngsters kill¬ 
ing their family members 
after their phones were 
conhscated in a bid to stop 
their addiction to the 
game. The incident has 
sent shockwaves in Visak- 
hapatnam as is the first 
time that it witnessed a 
case of suicide related to 
gaming addiction. 

Those battling suicidal 
thoughts are urged to con¬ 
tact police helpline 100 for 
counselling. 


STAFF REPORTER 

GUNTUR 

Police and revenue person¬ 
nel have finally succeeded 
in sending the victims of vio¬ 
lence allegedly unleashed 
by YSRCP functionaries who 
are staying at ‘a rehabilita¬ 
tion camp’ put up by the Te- 
lugu Desam Party back to 
their villages in the faction- 
ridden Palnadu region of 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Over 100 persons were 
shifted on Wednesday in 
police vans, with an escort 
vehicle driving in front, in 
the presence of Superinten¬ 
dent of Police (Rural) R. 
Jayalakshmi. 

The police, however, did 
not react to the demands 
raised by the TDP, including 
payment of 11 lakh as 
compensation. 

The police earlier foiled 
the moves of the rival par¬ 
ties to march towards Atma¬ 
kuru village in Durgi mandal 
by placing the leaders under 
house arrest. Director-Gen¬ 
eral of Police Gautam Sa- 
wang issued prohibitory or¬ 
ders under Section 144 
Cr.PC. 

The alleged victims have 
been staying at a function 
hall here for the last eight 
days. However, the evacua¬ 
tion was not without its 
share of drama as many TDP 
leaders, including former 


YSRCP MLAs 

challenge 

Naidu 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AMARAVATI 

YSR Congress Party MLAs 
Malladi Vishnu and Jogi 
Ramesh on Wednesday 
challenged former A.P. CM 
N. Chandrababu Naidu to a 
public debate at Atmakuru 
in Guntur district and said 
they had the list of people 
murdered and subjected to 
harassment during his 
five-year rule. 

Mr. Vishnu said that the 
programme should not 
have been ‘Chalo 
Atmakuru,’ but ‘Chalo 
Narasaraopeta’ or ‘Chalo 
Yerapathineni mines.’ 


Ministers and MLAs, were 
placed under house arrest 
in the morning. 

With the evacuation of 
people from the makeshift 
camp, curtains were drawn 
on an unsavoury episode 
which began with TDP pre¬ 
sident Nara Chandrababu 
Naidu claiming that the TDP 
supporters have been tar¬ 
geted by the YSRCP cadre af¬ 
ter the results of elections 
held in April. 


Trafi c fines 
may )ecut 
in K; rnataka 

SPECI AL ORRESPONDENT 

BENGALU 

In the \ ke of Gujarat re¬ 
ducing jfty traffic fines, 
Karnata i is set to do the 
same. 

Chief linister B.S. Yedi- 
yurapp^ >n Wednesday di¬ 
rected ansport Depart¬ 
ment o cials to examine 
the Guj at government’s 
order o a drastic cut in 
fines fo traffic violations 
under t] amended Motor 
Vehicles MV) Act and take 
immedi e action to re¬ 
duce 1 2 penalties in 
Karnata i. 

Addn sing reporters, 
he said: have directed of¬ 
ficials t< get the order [of 
the Gu rat government] 
and tak< mmediate action 
after ex; lining the order.” 

Depu r Chief Minister 
Laxman avadi, who holds 
the Tr; sport portfolio, 
said a d( ision would be ta¬ 
ken in tl ?e or four days on 
reducin ;he penalty. 


Alarm over rise in 
dengue in Telangana 

4,000 cases reported so far in the State 


STAFF REPORTER 

HYDERABAD 

With close to 4,000 cases of 
dengue being reported in 
Telangana, officials of the 
Telangana Health Depart¬ 
ment fear that by the end of 
the year, the number of cas¬ 
es might be the highest com¬ 
pared to the past seven 
years. 

From January 1 to Sep¬ 
tember 9, a total of 3,931 
cases were reported across 
the State. The 4,000 mark 
was crossed only twice in 
the past seven years - a total 
of 4,037 dengue cases were 
reported in 2016, and 4,592 
in 2018. 

According to official re¬ 
ports, of the 3,931 cases re¬ 
ported this year, the highest 
of 822 cases have been re¬ 
ported in Hyderabad, 775 in 
Khammam, 431 in Medchal, 
350 in Ranga Reddy, 238 in 


Mahabubnagar and 206 in 
Siddipet. Though officials 
had earlier said that the 
number of cases were low in 
urban districts, there has 
been a spike in the numbers 
in the past five days after the 
officials started insisting 
that private hospitals report 
all the dengue cases that 
come to their notice. 

Apart from dengue, peo¬ 
ple suffering from vector- 
borne diseases such as ma¬ 
laria and chikungunya are 
getting admitted. 

This year, 1,212 malaria 
cases and 338 cases of chi¬ 
kungunya have been report¬ 
ed in the State. 

Health Minister Eatala Ra- 
jender has been reviewing 
measures to avoid viral fev¬ 
ers and vector-borne diseas¬ 
es. On Wednesday, he held 
meetings with officials in 
Mahabubnagar and Mulugu. 


Mammoth festival 



A mahout seen with elephants that participated in Onam festivities at a temple in Kochi on Wednesday. ■ reuters 


Form panel to 
study elephant 
camps, says HC 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Observing that the mate¬ 
rials produced before the 
court indicate that condi¬ 
tions in elephant camps 
may not be satisfactory, the 
Karnataka High Court on 
Wednesday directed the 
State government to consti¬ 
tute an expert committee 
to study the conditions of 
all eight elephant camps. 

A Division Bench com¬ 
prising Chief Justice Abhay 
Shreeniwas Oka and Justice 
Mohammad Nawaz issued 
the direction on a PIL peti¬ 
tion, hied by N.P. Amru- 
tesh, a city-based advocate. 

The court directed the 
government to examine 
the names of experts sug¬ 
gested by the petition and 
consult them to know 
whether they are willing to 
conduct a study and sub¬ 
mit a report to the court. 
Further hearing was ad¬ 
journed till September 19. 


Lo v-lying areas in Vijayawada inundated 

Over .5 lakh cusecs discharged from Prakasam barrage since early hours 


Future grows cold for this Andhra quilt 

How drought and dwindling supply of black sheep wool are killing a fine art 



Flood impact: Houses inundated at Bhupesh Gupta Nagar in 
Krishnalanka in Vijayawada on Wednesday, -v. raju 



Ceremonial cloth: K. Buddanna and his wife Lakshmi Devi 
folding a Kammadi. -u.subramanyam 


STAFF R »ORTER 

VIJAYAWA 

Several Duses in the settle¬ 
ments 1 iyond the second 
hood ba < in the Krishnalan¬ 
ka area < the city were inun¬ 
dated o Wednesday as the 
dischaq from the Praka¬ 
sam Bar Lge in A.P. was con¬ 
tinuous' over 2.5 lakh cu¬ 
secs froi the early hours. 

Peop in the hood-prone 
areas of ihupesh Gupta Na¬ 
gar, Ra idhive Nagar and 
others a :re affected by the 
hood, ai l further rise in out- 
how fro the barrage could 
cause r ire people to be 
displace . 

People lerted 

Officials ave alerted people 
living in >w-lying areas to be 
wary of tie hood situation. 
Further icrease in outflow 
would i feet thousands of 



people in the Ramalingeswa- 
ra Nagar, Yanamalakuduru 
and other areas of the city. 
At the end of Sairam Cut 
Pieces Road in Ramalinges- 
wara Nagar, a few houses 



were inundated by sewage 
water as the municipal sew¬ 
age pipeline passing through 
the retaining wall was tem¬ 
porarily closed to prevent 
backwater hooding. 



District Collector A. Md. 
Imtiaz, who inspected the 
barrage area, said the out- 
how could go up to 3 lakh cu¬ 
secs by Wednesday night as 
heavy inflow from the pro¬ 
jects upstream was 
continuing. 

He said all the 70 gates of 
the barrage were lifted up to 
hve feet. Mr. Imtiaz asked of¬ 
ficials concerned to move 
hood victims to relief camps. 

Villages in at least 17 man- 
dais of the district adjoining 
the Krishna river course are 
likely to be affected by the 
hood. The outhow from bar¬ 
rage touched 2.80 lakh cu¬ 
secs at 2 p.m and has been 
falling since then. As of 6 
p.m., the outhow and inhow 
were around 2.30 lakh cu¬ 
secs. Flood warning would 
be issued when the outhow 
reaches 3.96 lakh cusecs. 



TAPI VIDURA 

ICURNOOL 

Parla, a village in Andhra 
Pradesh once renowned for 
weaving kammadlu (quilt 
made of sheep’s wool), now 
houses only a few dozen pe¬ 
ople who are still at it. In its 
heyday, Parla was home to 
over 400 people involved in 
this hne art. Now, due to lack 
of raw material, the art is on 
the brink of extinction. 

K. Buddanna, who has 
been weaving quilts for over 
40 years now, says there are 
two kinds of quilts - ‘kam¬ 
madi’ and ‘jadi’. While ‘jadi’ 
is used as a blanket, ‘kamma¬ 
di’ is a shawl that’s ceremo¬ 
nial as well as for protection 
against the weather. 

“We have presented the 
‘kammadi’ to all the Chief 
Ministers, starting from Da- 
modaram Sanjeevaiah (in 



1960) to Y.S. Jagan Mohan 
Reddy,” claims Mr. Buddan¬ 
na. 

Religious celebrations 

The kammadi is also used 
during religious celebra¬ 
tions. Demand for it goes up 
after Deepavali when a lot of 
indigenous festivals in Telan¬ 


gana State and Rayalaseema 
are celebrated. This quilt al¬ 
so has another name in Te¬ 
langana: ‘gongali’. In the last 
few decades, the ‘gongali’ 
was popularised by the Te¬ 
langana balladeer Gaddar, 
who still wears it during his 
performances. 

According to Mr. Buddan¬ 


na, the quilts can be made 
only from the wool of black 
sheep, whose numbers have 
also fallen over the years as 
shepherds prefer rearing red 
sheep. “Red sheep mature 
faster than black sheep,” he 
says. 

Wool from red sheep is of 
inferior quality and not pre¬ 
ferred for quilt weaving. 
“The best quality of wool 
would be the fabric made 
out of the first shear of a 
black sheep, since it is the 
softest wool available,” he 
said. Apart from the lack of 
adequate raw materials, 
drought-like conditions in 
the district too have driven 
shepherds away. 

Mr. Buddanna laments 
that if these conditions conti¬ 
nue for long, the fine art of 
making ‘kammadlu’ would 
wither away. 


• • • 
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Anti-tank guided missile 
successfully tested 

NEW DELHI 

The DRDO on Wednesday 
successfully tested the 
indigenously developed Man 
Portable Anti-tank Guided 
Missile (MPATGM) in Kurnool 
in Andhra Pradesh. The 
defence ministry said it was 
the third series of successful 
testing of MPATGM. pti 

P.K. Mishra appointed 
Principal Secretary to PM 

AHMEDABAD 

PM Narendra Modi on 
Wednesday appointed his 
most trusted bureaucratic 
aide P.K. Mishra as his 
Principal Secretary in place of 
Nripendra Misra, who recently 
stepped down from the top 
job at the Prime Minister's 
Office. He will assume office 
on September 11. 

Deepak Talwar’s alleged 
associate arrested 

NEW DELHI 

The CBI on Wednesday 
arrested Yasmin Kapoor, an 
aide of corporate lobbyist 
Deepak Talwar, in connection 
with alleged violation of the 
Foreign Contribution 
Regulation Act (FCRA). He 
has been accused of misusing 
foreign contributions of over 
?90 crore. 

Railways to install water 
bottle crushers 

NEW DELHI 

The Railways has set a target 
of installing plastic water 
bottle crushers in 407 of its 
stations in metros and big 
cities, a statement from the 
Ministry said. The Ministry 
will also hold 'Swachhta-Hi- 
Seva (SHS) Pakhwada 
(fortnight)’ from September 
11 to October 2. pti 

ED attaches assets worth 
?288.9 cr. in fraud case 

NEW DELHI 

The ED has provisionally 
attached assets worth 
?288.91 crore of Indian 
Technomac Company Limited 
and its promoters in an 
alleged bank fraud case. It is 
alleged that the company was 
sanctioned a term loan of 
?289.66 crore by a 
consortium of banks. 


Families outside submergence zone of Narmada dam to be identifie l 


Extend immediate relief to those 
being shifted, demands Medha Patkar 


Under threat: Nisarpur in Dhar district which has gone under 
water after the level rose in Sardar Sarovar dam. ■ a.m. faruqui 



SIDHA RTH YADAV 

BHOPAL 

As the swelling Narmada 
continues to submerge vil¬ 
lages in Madhya Pradesh, 
the State government has 
begun surveying areas even 
outside the submergence 
zone to identify affected fa¬ 
milies and extend them im¬ 
mediate relief. 

The Narmada Bachao An- 
dolan (NBA), fighting for the 
rights of project-affected fa¬ 
milies, drew the govern¬ 
ment’s attention to many 
who were left out of pre¬ 
vious surveys of the zone de¬ 
marcated after the height of 
the Sardar Sarovar Dam 
downstream was raised to 


138.68 metres in 2017. 

“Straightaway, we agreed 
to it,” said an official privy to 
the developments. “After as¬ 
sessments, if we believe a fa¬ 
mily needs to be extended 
benefits, we’ll go ahead with 
it. Even major sons will be 
considered for compensa¬ 
tion. But we need time for 
completing the exercise,” 
the official, who spoke on 
the condition of anonymity, 
added. 

The NBA has been calling 
upon the government to ap¬ 
peal to the Centre and Guja¬ 
rat to postpone filling the 
dam by October 15 as many 
people residing along the 
river upstream had not been 


rehabilitated. 

“We said we have written 
enough letters and appealed 
to enough number of people 
at every level. But nobody is 
listening to us and we can’t 
do anything about it,” the of¬ 
ficial added. 


The NBA’s leader Medha 
Patkar, who met govern¬ 
ment officials and Narmada 
Valley Development Minis¬ 
ter Surendra Singh Baghel in 
Indore on Monday, told The 
Hindu , “Our demand is that 
whoever is shifted from their 


house should be extended 
immediate benefits, and 
they agreed to it. 

They have agreed to re¬ 
cord statements of oustees 
in the presence of five wit¬ 
nesses and videograph the 
shifting process.” Last week, 
Ms. Patkar broke her nine- 
day-long fast after being as¬ 
sured of the meeting. 

Although Chief Minister 
Kamal Nath had written to 
the Centre flagging Gujarat’s 
noncompliance with the wa¬ 
ter-filling schedule, Ms. Pat¬ 
kar said that was not 
enough. “The government 
shouldn’t have accepted 
such a schedule in the first 
place and raised its demands 
more forcefully.” 

With the level in the river 
rising, water had entered vil¬ 
lages and fields, she said. 


“Many farmers have to 
now take a detour of at least 
20 km to reach their fields. 
Moreover, traders aren’t 
willing to come to fields any 
more to buy produce, as 
they can’t make their way 
through in trucks,” she ad¬ 
ded. 

Families reassured 

Meanwhile, Mr. Baghel gave 
an assurance to the affected 
families that he stood by 
them and would make sure 
their rehabilitation was com¬ 
pleted at the earliest. 

At the meeting, the Nar¬ 
mada Valley Development 
Authority officials admitted 
that the number of affected 
villages was 178. The number 
was previously mentioned 
as 76 in a letter written by 
the Chief Secretary to the 


Centre on May 27,20] 

As for those who’ been 
given arid land in Gu :at as 
part of the rehabi] ation 
package, the govei ment 
said it would send ; team 
there to survey such atch- 
es. 

Noting that the St; ; had 
responded positive to 
most of their demam , Ma- 
hendra Tomar, an NBA 
member, said that 1 * go¬ 
vernment had agree< :o re¬ 
view rehabilitation eli bility 
of those staying in relief 
camps as well. 

As on Wednesday, ,000 
families had been evs lated 
from upstream areas i Dhar 
and Barwani districts while 
another 700 and 50i fami¬ 
lies respectively rema ed in 
these two districts, ; per 
government records. 


Gifts given to PM 
to be auctioned 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Shawls, turbans, artwork, 
ceremonial swords, minia¬ 
ture models of cows and re¬ 
ligious idols gifted to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi by 
political leaders, religious 
groups and business leaders 
in the past six months 
would be among 2,772 such 
gifts that would be put un¬ 
der the hammer starting 
September 14. 

Announcing the second 
such e-auction to be con¬ 
ducted by the National Gal¬ 
lery of Modern Art (NGMA), 
where some of the gifts are 
on display. Union Culture 
Minister Prahlad Singh Patel 
said on Wednesday that the 
proceeds would go towards 
the Centre’s Namame Gange 
initiative to clean the river 
Ganga. 

The objects being auc¬ 
tioned - including 88 tur¬ 
bans, 576 shawls and 964 
angavastrams - would be 
available till October 3 at the 
pmmementos.gov.in web¬ 
site where the e-auction 



Gifts given to PM Modi 
displayed at the National 
Gallery of Modern Art. 


would be held, the Minister 
said. 

He added that the objects 
displayed at the NGMA 
would be changed every 15 
days. 

The reserve price set for 
the objects starts at £200 
and goes up to ?2.5 lakh for 
a silk print of the Prime Mi¬ 
nister’s face. 

This would be the second 
such e-auction of gifts given 
to Mr. Modi organised by the 
Culture Ministry, the last 
one being from January 27 
to February 9. 


‘Mazumder no longer 
with Dental Council’ 


SC asks man to prove 
bona fide after conver: ion 

He had changed religion for mar iage 


Health Ministry says DCI president has crossed age limit 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Noting that the Dental Coun¬ 
cil of India (DCI) member¬ 
ship of Dibyendu Mazumder 
came to an end on the day 
he attained 65 years of age, 
the Union Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare 
(MoHFW) has written to the 
DCI to take necessary action 
to ensure that he did not ac¬ 
cess official files or discharge 
any of the functions of the 
DCI. Action taken may be in¬ 
timated to the Ministry im¬ 
mediately, the letter said. 

Shaji K. Joseph, president 
of the Kerala Dental Council 
and a member of the DCI, 
had written to the MoHFW 
on July 15 this year, seeking 
Dr. Mazumder’s removal as 
DCI president and member. 
This was after he completed 
65 years of age on July 10, 
and as per regulations, the 
maximum age limit for a fa¬ 
culty member is 65 years. 



Dibyendu Mazumder 

In the complaint. Dr. Jo¬ 
seph said Dr. Mazumder was 
flouting rules and regula¬ 
tions, and continuing as the 
DCI’s president. “Based on 
my complaint, the Ministry 
asked the DCI for clarifica¬ 
tions,” he said. He also want¬ 
ed a Commission of Inquiry 
to look into irregularities in 
the DCI. 

Referring to a complaint 
against Dr. Mazumder, the 
Union Ministry, in a letter 
dated September 11 to the 


DCI secretary, noted that as 
per the Dentists Act, 1948, 
one member from the dental 
faculty of each university is 
elected as a member of the 
DCI. Under the provisions of 
the MDS Courses Regula¬ 
tions, 2017, the maximum 
age limit up to which a per¬ 
son can be appointed or 
granted extension or re-em¬ 
ployment in service for the 
posts of dental teachers or 
Dean or Principal is 65 
years. 

On the day an elected 
member ceases to be mem¬ 
ber of such faculty, his/her 
DCI membership will also 
come to an end. Noting the 
DCI had intimated that Dr. 
Mazumder had attained the 
age of 65 years, he could not 
be treated as dental teacher/ 
faculty though the Universi¬ 
ty had designated him an 
honorary professor/profes¬ 
sor emeritus, the Ministry 
said. 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Wed¬ 
nesday asked a man, who 
converted from Islam to 
Hinduism to marry a Hindu 
girl, to prove his bona fide. 

Noting that he must be “a 
loyal husband and not only 
a great lover”, a Bench of 
Justices Arun Mishra and 
M.R. Shah explained that 
the court has asked him to 
prove his good intentions by 
filing an affidavit only in or¬ 
der to secure the girl’s fu¬ 
ture and safety. 

“We want to know wheth¬ 
er he has converted for mar¬ 
riage or otherwise... We are 
not averse to this kind of liv¬ 
ing together. We are all for 
inter-faith and inter-caste 
marriages,” the Bench re¬ 
marked orally. 

The case was heard on an 
appeal filed by the girl’s pa¬ 
rents for their daughter. 
They moved the court after 
the Chhattisgarh High Court 
recorded the 24-year-old 
girl’s willingness to live with 


her ‘husband.’ 
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WEATHER WATCH 

RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 


TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely over 
Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Sikkim, Odisha, eastern Uttar Pra¬ 
desh and Rajasthan, Bihar, Jharkhand, Arunachal Pradesh, As¬ 
sam, Meghalaya, Gujarat, central Maharashtra, Konkan and Goa. 


CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

CITY 

RAIN 

MAX 

MIN 

Agartala. 


..34.4.. 

..26.6 

Kozhikode. 

.. 15.4.. 

..31.7.. 

..24.4 

Ahmedabad.... 

.. 67.8.. 

..27.4.. 

..24.6 

Kurnool. 


..34.1.. 

..24.6 

Aizawl. 


..21.9.. 

..11.7 

Lucknow. 


..36.8.. 

..27.8 

Allahabad. 

.... 0.4.. 

..34.3.. 

..27.4 

Madurai. 

.... 4.3.. 

..39.6.. 

..25.7 

Bengaluru. 


....7.7.. 

..21.3 

Mangaluru. 

.... 8.2.. 

..30.0.. 

..24.6 

Bhopal. 

.. 47.7.. 

..25.8.. 

..23.3 

Mumbai. 

.... 6.5.. 

..30.5.. 

..24.2 

Bhubaneswar.. 

....8.6.. 

..33.6.. 

..25.2 

Mysuru. 



..20.8 

Chandigarh .... 


..35.5.. 

..28.0 

New Delhi. 


..38.2.. 

..28.2 

Chennai. 

....2.7.. 

..34.9.. 

..24.7 

Patna . 


..35.2.. 

..28.0 

Coimbatore.... 


..33.2.. 

..23.2 

Port Blair. 

.... 4.8.. 

..29.5.. 

..24.1 

Dehradun. 


..33.0.. 

..25.0 

Puducherry. 

.... 2.7.. 

..34.2.. 

..22.9 

Gangtok. 

.... 1.0.. 

..23.2.. 

..18.7 

Pune. 

.... 0.2.. 

..27.7.. 

..21.6 

Goa. 

.... 8.0.. 

..31.4.. 

..25.1 

Raipur. 

.... 0.2.. 

..29.4.. 

..26.0 

Guwahati. 


..34.5.. 

..26.2 

Ranchi. 

.... 1.0.. 

..29.2.. 

..23.4 

Hubballi. 


..28.0.. 

..22.0 

Shillong. 

.... 4.4.. 

..24.7.. 

..17.4 

Hyderabad. 


..30.6.. 

..23.2 

Shimla. 


..25.0.. 

..17.0 

Imphal. 

.... 2.4.. 

..28.0.. 

..22.6 

Srinagar. 


..32.3.. 

..13.4 

Jaipur. 


..37.0.. 

..28.6 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

.... 0.1.. 

..29.9.. 

..25.1 

Kochi. 

....2.6.. 

..29.8.. 

..25.2 

Tiruchi. 

.... 2.2.. 

..38.0.. 

..25.4 

Kohima. 

.. 28.8.. 

..25.8.. 

..17.6 

Vijayawada. 


..34.2.. 

..26.6 

Kolkata. 


..30.5.. 

..27.8 

Visakhapatnam. 

.... 1.6.. 

..28.6.. 

..27.8 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 


Pollutants in the air you are breathing 

CITIES SO 2 NO 2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE 


Ahmedabad. 



50 



Bengaluru. 

11 


77 


.110 

Chennai. 

..7 

.11 

98 

....64 


Delhi. 

..8 

.66 

27 

..178 

.297 

Hyderabad. 

31 

.34 

15 

....29 

...64 

Kolkata. 

..5 

.30 

22 

. - 

...67 

Lucknow. 

..4 

.33 

49 

....83 


Mumbai. 

13 

.31 

16 

....32 

...71 

Pune. 

74 

...8 

67 

....49 

...49 

Visakhapatnam 

..- 

.51 

46 

....60 

.100 


Yesterday 


In observation made at 4.00 
p.m., Bhiwadi, Rajasthan 
recorded an overall air 
quality index (AQI) score of 
258 indicating a hazardous 
level of pollution. In 
contrast, Damoh, Madhya 
Pradesh recorded a healthy 
AQI score of 22. 


Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


PUCL condemns raid on 
DU professor’s residence 

‘Such actions amount to state terrorism’ 


Mental health 
Act: Haryana 
books case 

VIKAS VASUDEVA 
CHANDIGARH 

Taking a step forward in 
enforcing the provisions of 
the Mental Healthcare Act, 
2017 in true spirit, Haryana 
has pioneered in register¬ 
ing a case under Section 
100 of the Act that man¬ 
dates protection and reha¬ 
bilitation of a person with 
“’mental illness” found 
wandering or otherwise. 

An official with the De¬ 
partment of social justice 
and empowerment on 
Wednesday told The Hindu 
that the State had invoked 
the provisions of the Act. 

This was done by incor¬ 
porating Section 100 and 
related Sections in the FIR 
of a case where 23 inmates 
were rescued after a raid 
on an illegal de-addiction 
centre in Pinjore on May 
30. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The People’s Union for Civil 
Liberties (PUCL) con¬ 
demned Pune Police’s ac¬ 
tion in raiding Delhi Univer¬ 
sity professor Hany Babu’s 
residence on Tuesday, say¬ 
ing such actions and tactics 
on the part of the State 
amounted to state terro¬ 
rism. 

On Tuesday, a contingent 
of the Pune Police raided 
Prof. Babu’s house in Noida, 
New Delhi, in connection 
with the Bhima-Koregaon 
case. Pointing out that no 
search warrant was pro¬ 
duced by the police, PUCL 
officebearers said: “The 
range of charges and the na¬ 
ture of the materials seized 
suggest that the State is on a 
fishing expedition. The aim 
is to send a chilling warning 


to others, who may want to 
question the arbitrary and 
vindictive action of the 
Pune/Maharashtra Police.” 

Expressing shock over 
the seizure of Prof. Babu’s 
family members’ phones to 
prevent them from calling 
lawyers and friends 
throughout the raid, the hu¬ 
man rights body said it was 
blatant abuse of law. 

Prof. Babu is a social jus¬ 
tice activist academic of Del¬ 
hi University. He has raised 
several issues related to Da¬ 
lits and other socially margi¬ 
nalised groups in the Un¬ 
iversity. He has been 
campaigning for the release 
of Delhi University profes¬ 
sor G. N. Saibaba. Prof. Sai- 
baba’s controversial arrest 
was preceded by similar ille¬ 
gal and intimidatory ac¬ 
tions, the statement said. 


Centre to bring ordinance to 
ban e-cigarettes in country 

Tobacco industry questions move, calls it ‘draconian’ 


BINDU SHAJAN PERAPPADAN 

NEW DELHI 

The Union Cabinet is likely 
to approve an ordinance 
prohibiting the manufacture 
and sale of e-cigarettes in the 
country. The law would 
make production, manufac¬ 
ture, import, export, tran¬ 
sport, sale, distribution or 
advertisements of e-ciga- 
rettes a cognizable offence. 

Anti-tobacco health ex¬ 
perts are calling it a move in 
the right direction but the 
tobacco industry and its al¬ 
lies state that if enforced, 
this would be a “draconian 
law hitting at the livelihood 
of many.” 



Sale of e-cigarettes will be 
punishable with jail term of 
one year. 


As per the draft bill, the 
offence will be punishable 
with jail up to one year or 
fine up to 11 lakh or both for 


first-time offenders, and jail 
of up to three years and fine 
up to ?5 lakh for repeat of¬ 
fenders. Storage of e-ciga¬ 
rettes shall also be punisha¬ 
ble with imprisonment up to 
six months or fine up to 
£50,000 or both. 

Experts from various 
fields have welcomed the 
move and urged the govern¬ 
ment to pass the ordinance 
in the larger interest of pu¬ 
blic health. 

India has the second lar¬ 
gest number of tobacco us¬ 
ers (268 million ) in the 
world - of these at least 12 
lakh die every year from to¬ 
bacco-related diseases. 


i 

^ KARNATAKA INDUSTRIAL AREAS DEVELOPMENT E IARD 

^ 1 (A Government of Karnataka Undertaking) 

# 49, East Wing , 4th & 5th Floor, Khanija Bhavan Race Course Roa 
~ Bangalore-560 001. Ph: 080-22265383 Website : www.kiadb.in 

| No. IADB/ENGG/ETND-EP-14/8369/2019-20 Date: OS >9.2019 | 

SHORT TERM NOTICE INVITING TENDER | 

(Through GOK e-Procurement Portal Only) I 

Item rate Tenders under two cover system are invited as per the Karnataka Transp ency in 
Public Procurement Act 1999 and Rules 2000 through electronic procurement froi Class-1 
Contractors (Civil/Electrical) registered in KPWD / KCEI who have got adequate inancial 
resources & sufficient past experience for the following works as per the schedule giv i below: 

SI. 

No 

Name of the work 

Approx 
cost put to 
tender 
(Rs. in lakhs) 

EMD 
(Rs. in 
lakhs) 

Time for 
completion 
Including 
Monsoon 

lass of 
( ntractor 

| KW-3 (including GST for Electrical Work) | 

1 

Upgradation & Up-keeping of Electrical infrastructure 
in Vasanthanarasapura Industrial Area, 1st Phase 
Tumakuru District. 

80.00 

1.60 

3 Months 

PWD/ 
KCEI 
)lass-l 
( ectrical) 

| KW-4 (Excluding GST for Civil Works) | 

2 

Upgradation of 45M Wide Road No. 18 & 19 & 24M 
Wide Roads No. 3, 9, 11 & 24, Construction of RCC 
side drains at Sompura 1st & 2nd Stage Industrial 
Area, Bangalore Rural District. 

397.00 

5.96 

4 Months 

(PWD 

)lass-l 

Civil) 

3 

Upgradation of existing roads and construction 
of RCC drains and RCC deck slab culverts at 
Antharasanahalli Industrial Area, II Phase, Tumakuru 
District and Kelkote industrial area, Chitradurga 
District. (Balance works) 

860.00 

12.90 

5 Months 

(PWD 

)lass-l 

Civil) 

4 

Improvements to water supply pipeline from break 
pressure tank to treatment plant at Kottur, Belur 
industrial area, Upgradation of Roads & drains in 
Kelageri Housing Layout, Dharwad District and at 
Narasapur Industrial Area Gadag District. 

1014.00 

15.00 

6 Months 

(PWD 

)lass-l 

'Civil) 

5 

Improvements and strengthening of Existing Roads, 
existing drain, construction of RCC deckslab culvert 
and reconditioning of pipeline, providing water 
supply pipe line etc., at Davangere Industrial Area, 
Haralapura Industrial Area and Karur Industrial Area. 
Davangere Dist. 

1068.00 

15.00 

6 Months 

(PWD 

)lass-l 

'Civil) 

6 

Improvement of existing 30.00 M Wide Road No. 4 in 
1st Phase & Road No. 1 & 4 in 2nd Phase Sector-2, 
Bidadi Industrial Area, Upgradation of Internal roads 
including Asphalting, Construction of Strom water 
drain at balance reaches of Harohalli 1st Industrial 
Area, Ramanagara District 

1312.00 

15.00 

6 Months 

(PWD 

)lass-l 

'Civil) 

7 

Upgradation of Roads, drains, replacement of 
existing old U.G.D. Pipe line with new pipe line in 
Kanabargi Industrial Area, Belagavi District and at 
Aliyabad Block-1 Industrial Area, Vijaypura District. 

1334.00 

15.00 

6 Months 

(PWD 

)lass-l 

'Civil) 

8 

Upgradation of Roads, Construction of RCC drains 
at Malur 1st, 2nd & 3rd phase Industrial area, Kolar 
District and at Bommasandra 1st & 2nd Phase 
Industrial area, Bangalore Urban District. 

1647.00 

16.47 

6 Months 

(PWD 

)lass-l 

'Civil) 

Applicants May Download Bidding Docume 
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in 

Scheduled of dates are as follows: 

• Last date to receive pre bid queries 

• Pre bid meeting will be held on 

• Last Date for submission of bids is 

• Date and time of opening Technical bids is on 

dipr/bu /1 187/19-20 Chief 

snts from the E-Procuremen Portal 

: 18.09.2019 upto 5:00 pm 
: 21.09.2019 at 12:00 Noon 
: 01.10.2019 upto 4:00 pm 
: 04.10.2019 at 11.30 am 

Sd/- 

Development Officer & Chief Er ineer-1 


M ND-NDE 
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A nching, not murder 


ticion that the Ansari case is being diluted 
nderscores need for anti-lynching law 

|he decision of the Jharkhand police that the kill¬ 
ing of Tabrez Ansari, 24, in June did not amount 
to murder is quite debatable. They have chosen 
irge the 11 men arrested for his lynching with cul- 
homicide that does not amount to murder. To the 
n, it would seem strange that those who labelled 
i a thief, tied him to a pole and assaulted him for 
at night, are not going to be prosecuted for mur- 
; is not clear if the police are going to include ac- 
s that claim he was forced to chant ‘Jai Shri Ram’, 
ispect may help establish a clear sectarian motive 
i part of the crowd to turn into a lynch mob and at- 
iim. It is known that it was only the arrival of the 
; that ended the assault on him. That the police 
:hosen to prosecute them for culpable homicide 
> that the causal link between the assault on his 
n and his death has been established. It is true 
le line between culpable homicide and murder is 
t is the courts that usually assess the circumstanc- 
vhich a homicide took place and decide whether 
>unted to murder or not. Murder is punishable un- 
iction 302 with death or life imprisonment, while 
of culpable homicide attract either a life term or 
irs in prison under Section 304 of the IPC. 
i official explanation for concluding that it was not 
er is unconvincing. The two-pronged argument is 
le medical report gave the cause of death as ‘car- 
irrest due to stress’, and the fact that the victim 
}t die immediately, but succumbed some days la- 
le police also say a second opinion from forensic 
ts was that the death was caused due to a combi- 
i of heart attack and the injuries he suffered. It is 
obvious that merely attributing death to a heart 
: is meaningless without referring to the trauma 
d by the physical assault. It may not make a legal 
mce to the prosecution whether the accused are 
a life term for murder or mere culpable homicide 
nounting to murder. However, invoking only the 
:e of culpable homicide not amounting to murder 
lake it easier for the defence to claim that their of- 
lacked premeditation or intention. Instead, they 
claim that they were deprived of their self-control 
; “provocation” given by the victim. The narrative 
ent lynching incidents that it was the victim who 
t fault may come in for needless reiteration unless 
osecution resolutely makes a case of murder. The 
:ion that the charge is being diluted underscores 
eed for a special anti-lynching law. Such a law 
cover acts of group violence, whether spontane- 
r planned, so that those who join lynch mobs do 
lin from any ambiguity about their intentions. 

Brexit brinkmanship 

; Johnson is firm on leaving by October 31, 
a last-minute breakthrough looks remote 

|he recently enacted law to stop Britain from leav¬ 
ing the European Union (EU) without an agree¬ 
ment has brought little certainty that a cliff-edge 
ill be avoided. Despite failing to block that legisla- 
nd twice losing his bid to hold a general election, 

! Minister Boris Johnson is defiant that the country 
leave on October 31. His refusal to seek a further 
month extension from the EU has raised con- 
that the government could be held in contempt of 
ment. With other hardline eurosceptics, Mr. John- 
as long resisted calls to take no deal off the table, 
ant that without such a threat, the government 
not strike a bargain in its EU negotiations. Oppo- 
parties and several rebel Tories have stressed the 
fiat the 2016 referendum merely asked Britons 
ler they would stay in, or leave the bloc. Moreov- 
the agreement still on the table has been rejected 
tedly by Conservative MPs, it was the entire legis- 
’s responsibility to determine the precise terms of 
istoric exit. With the many controversial ma- 
Tes thwarted, the government has been forced to 

1 its efforts to find fresh terms to reach an agree- 
with Brussels. Ahead of a meeting with his Irish 
erpart on Monday, Mr. Johnson proposed aligning 
ern Ireland with the EU single market solely for 
lltural products. Dublin has said that the idea 
not go far since agribusiness forms a small pro- 
>n of its trade with Belfast. There is also a move to 
Northern Ireland under the regulatory frame- 
of the EU single market, mooted in 2017 by the EU. 
vas rejected subsequently by the Democratic Un- 
Party (DUP) and Theresa May as potentially detri- 
il to the U.K.’s sovereignty, unity and integrity, 
an arrangement would entail erecting border 
points between Northern Ireland and Britain. 

2 alternative is the now famous Irish backstop, 
i would keep the U.K. in an EU Customs union, but 
London of room to make trade deals with third 
ries. That has already been voted down thrice by 
ment under Ms. May and dismissed by Mr. John- 
id other eurosceptics. But the DUP’s support has 
elevance to the Conservative government, which 
:ady without a majority after Mr. Johnson sacked 
s for backing the ‘stop no deal’ legislation. There 
:ulation that the government could revive the pro- 
on retaining only Northern Ireland’s status, not- 
tanding Mr. Johnson’s assurances to the DUP lead- 
e latter option affords the only chance there is of 
’eement at the October summit of EU leaders and 
n leaving with a deal at the end of the month, 
d an accord with the bloc prove elusive, Mr. John- 
under legal obligation to seek an extension. But 
d his advisers are believed to be exploring options 
dll spare him from making another request. 



The absentee constitutional court 


Unlike in 1976, the judiciary has not upheld the suspension of civil rights — instead, it has ducked, evaded and adjourned 



£ X Tltimately, the object of de¬ 
priving a few of their li- 
berty for a temporary pe¬ 
riod has to be to give to many the 
perennial fruits of freedom.’ It was 
with these words that the Supreme 
Court held that the fundamental 
rights to life and liberty stood sus¬ 
pended during Indira Gandhi’s 
Emergency. The court’s verdict - 
popularly known as the habeas 
corpus judgment - was based 
upon the principle of ‘executive 
supremacy’. This principle holds 
that in ‘times of peril’, civil liber¬ 
ties must be subordinated to the 
interests of the state. What are 
these ‘times of peril’? The govern¬ 
ment will decide. Whose rights 
will be curtailed, and how? The go¬ 
vernment will decide. When will 
freedoms be restored? The go¬ 
vernment will decide. The judici¬ 
ary, held the Supreme Court, was 
to ‘act on the presumption that 
powers [of preventive detention] 
are not being abused’. 

The hollowness of the Supreme 
Court’s position was soon re¬ 
vealed. After the end of the Emer¬ 
gency, the government’s excesses 
- committed under cover of the 
habeas corpus judgment - came 
to light. These included the tor¬ 
ture and murder of dissidents. The 
episode was a stark reminder of 
one basic principle: absolute pow¬ 
er corrupts absolutely. Our repu¬ 
blican Constitution is, therefore, 
based upon a system of checks 
and balances, where even the go¬ 
vernment must always be held ac¬ 
countable for its actions. When 
these actions infringe fundamen¬ 
tal rights, accountability must be 
sought in a court of law. 

The habeas corpus judgment 


betrayed that principle. It has 
been condemned as the darkest 
hour in the Supreme Court’s histo¬ 
ry. In 2017, a chastened court for¬ 
mally overruled it, stating that it 
should be ‘buried ten fathom deep 
with no chance of resurrection’. In 
its place, the court erected the 
principle of proportionality: if the 
state wants to infringe peoples’ 
rights in service of a larger goal, 
then it must demonstrate that the 
measures it is adopting bear some 
rational relationship with the goal. 
More importantly, it must show 
that rights are being infringed to 
the minimum possible extent. And 
the constitutionality of the state’s 
actions is to be tested by the 
courts, keeping in mind Justice 
H.R. Khanna’s famous dissenting 
opinion in the habeas corpus case: 
that the ‘greatest danger to liberty 
lies in insidious encroachment by 
men of zeal, well-meaning but 
lacking in due deference for the 
rule of law’. 

Habeas corpus in 2019 

From August 5, 2019, the State of 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) has 
been placed under a ‘communica¬ 
tions lockdown’. In addition, polit¬ 
ical leaders along with an un¬ 
known number of other 
individuals have been detained. 
These moves followed the Centre’s 
decision to downgrade J&K’s ‘spe¬ 
cial status’ under Article 370 of the 
Constitution, and eventually con¬ 
vert it into two separate Union 
Territories. 

Both moves violate crucial fun¬ 
damental rights. A communica¬ 
tions shutdown violates the free¬ 
dom of speech and expression, 
prevents those outside the State 
from being in touch with their fa¬ 
milies, provides cover for civil 
rights violations that cannot come 
to light, and finally, in this day and 
age, damages an entire infrastruc¬ 
ture, of health, food, and tran¬ 
sport, causing real suffering. De¬ 
tention self-evidently violates 
personal liberty. And over the last 





37 days, government officials have 
justified both moves. In Brussels, 
External Affairs Minister S. Jaish- 
ankar asked: ‘How do I cut off 
communication between the ter¬ 
rorists and their masters on the 
one hand, but keep the Internet 
open for other people?’ More re¬ 
cently, National Security Adviser 
Ajit Doval said that political lead¬ 
ers would remain in custody until 
‘the environment is created for de¬ 
mocracy to function’, and refused 
to say how long this would last. 

Mr. Jaishankar’s argument was 
vehemently opposed. A few days 
earlier, rights experts from the Un¬ 
ited Nations had called the com¬ 
munication lockdown a form of 
“collective punishment”, where, 
under the guise of ‘prevention’, an 
entire population’s rights were ta¬ 
ken away for the actions of a few. 
Collective punishment is an inhe¬ 
rently disproportionate infringe¬ 
ment of fundamental rights. Oth¬ 
ers pointed at the irrationality of 
the justification: if the mere threat 
of terrorism or violence is the 
ground for cutting off communica¬ 
tion, then the lockdown ought to 
be extended to the entire country. 

Additionally, recent scholarship 
has shown that there is no evi¬ 
dence that communication lock- 
downs contain violence; if anyth¬ 
ing, the available evidence points 
the other way. And Mr. Doval’s ar¬ 
gument was nothing but a reitera¬ 
tion of the principle of executive 
supremacy - that the government 
would decide when to detain, 
whom to detain, and for how long 
to detain, based upon its assess¬ 


ment of when a region was ‘ready’ 
for democracy. 

The silence of the courts 

If Mr. Jaishankar and Mr. Doval’s 
arguments are taken as the official 
justifications for the lockdown and 
the detentions, then it should be 
clear that there are some serious 
doubts about whether the consti¬ 
tutional requirement of propor¬ 
tionality is fulfilled. But even as 
the argument has raged in the pu¬ 
blic sphere - in newspapers, 
through interviews, and in the 
halls of the United Nations (the 
criticism by UN High Commission¬ 
er for Human Rights Michelle Ba- 
chelet being the latest) - there is 
one place where it has been con¬ 
spicuously absent: the courts. 

Unlike the Emergency, the 
courts have not upheld the go¬ 
vernment’s actions - so far. What 
they have done is dodged, ducked, 
evaded, and adjourned. Political 
leader Shah Faesal’s petition chal¬ 
lenging his detention has been 
twice adjourned by the Delhi High 
Court (one time because the go¬ 
vernment lawyer was not pre¬ 
sent). At the time of writing, it has 
been over two weeks since the pe¬ 
tition was filed. 

Meanwhile, things have not 
fared any better at the Supreme 
Court. Petitions challenging the 
lockdown have also been repeat¬ 
edly adjourned (the first time with 
the court remarking that the go¬ 
vernment should be ‘given some 
time’ - a striking echo of the ha¬ 
beas corpus case). By the next date 
of hearing (September 16), the 
lockdown would have been in 
place for more than 40 days. But 
perhaps, most grotesquely, the 
court has engaged in a bizarre per¬ 
version of the right to habeas cor¬ 
pus: when petitions challenging 
detentions came up before the 
bench of the Chief Justice of India, 
and hearings take place, instead of 
calling upon the government to 
justify itself, the bench has ‘auth¬ 
orised’ the petitioners to go to 


Kashmir and ‘meet’ the indivi¬ 
duals who were (allegedly) under 
detention. 

But under our constitutional 
scheme, no citizen needs a certifi¬ 
cate of permission from a court to 
travel through the country. And 
under cover of granting this ‘per¬ 
mission’, the court has refused to 
pronounce on the validity of the 
detentions themselves: it has 
sought to fashion ad hoc compro¬ 
mises in individual cases, without 
discharging its constitutional obli¬ 
gation to adjudicate the legality of 
the lockdown and the detentions. 
And so, through this judicial eva¬ 
sion, the status quo continues. 

Unchallenged executive writ 

Thus, by not ruling upon the cases 
before it, in effect, the courts have 
allowed the infringements of civil 
liberties to continue. And they 
have done so in a particularly insi¬ 
dious manner: by exempting the 
government from its constitution¬ 
al obligation to explain itself, and 
by exempting themselves from 
their obligation to hold the govern¬ 
ment to account. This is nothing 
other than executive supremacy 
by stealth: at the time at which the 
judiciary is most needed to defend 
civil liberties, it has simply vacated 
the field, absented itself, and cho¬ 
sen to walk away. 

In the 19th century, the Russian 
playwright Alexander Pushkin 
wrote ‘Boris Godunov’, a timeless 
tragedy about power and tyranny. 
Its last line is a stage direction, 
upon the investiture of a new tsar 
before the public: “The people are 
silent.” This is in stark contrast 
with lines uttered by Lord Atkin, a 
great English judge: “Amid the 
clash of arms, the laws are not si¬ 
lent.” In India, in 2019, the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir have been 
silenced. But the Supreme Court 
has elected to silence itself. Amid 
the clash of arms, that is a tragedy 
in its own right. 


Gautam Bhatia is a Delhi-based lawyer 


Striking a blow for investigative credibility 

Probe agencies should be given more freedom to be professional without diluting the controls already in place 



R.K. RAGHAVAN 


T hese are hugely contentious 
times for India’s criminal jus¬ 
tice system. With sensational 
criminal cases, many of them in¬ 
volving celebrities, controversy 
erupts almost every day. 

The courtroom presents an in¬ 
teresting picture. The judiciary 
stands apart, enjoying a certain in¬ 
sularity. It has the advantage of be¬ 
ing required not to be overly com¬ 
municative, which enables it to 
stay away from direct confronta¬ 
tion with others. Next are the pro¬ 
secutors and investigators who 
plough a lonely furrow with none 
to support them; it is about the is¬ 
sue of trust. As for the defence 
team, a few articulate private la¬ 
wyers hired by some influential ac¬ 
cused persons seem to enjoy an 
immunity that encourages them to 
go overboard, often bordering on 
contempt, both within and out¬ 
side court. In their perception, the 
prosecution team is somehow try¬ 
ing to fix the accused.. 

In all this, investigators have no 
mechanism to air their grievances, 
and are made to bear the cross 
when things go wrong. In sum, the 
prosecution lawyers and investi¬ 
gating officers are pitted in an un¬ 
equal battle against the defence. I 
perceive here a certain lack of ap¬ 
preciation for the hard work put in 


by the former. Most of them try in 
earnest to place the correct facts 
before the judge. 

In such a backdrop, it is refresh¬ 
ing to note a bench of the Supreme 
Court, of Justice R. Banumathi and 
Justice A.S. Bopanna, observing 
recently that probe agencies such 
as the Enforcement Directorate 
and the Central Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation (CBI) needed a free hand to 
conduct their investigations. This 
was in response to a demand 
made by certain defence lawyers, 
that courts, even at the pre-trial 
stage, should be in a position to 
scrutinise every piece of evidence 
collected by the agencies before 
passing any orders, including 
those related to the granting of 
bail. 

The top court’s positive obser¬ 
vations permitting a certain lati¬ 
tude to an investigating officer are 
based on an anxiety that investiga¬ 
tors should not be pressured to 
compromise on the confidentiality 
of evidence they have gathered 
during the process of data collec¬ 
tion. In my view, the top court’s 
stand is sensible and reasonable. 
Investigators are sure to breathe 
more easy now while discharging 
their duties, instead of being wary 
of being bamboozled either by the 
court or the defence. 

These are changed times 

I can only reflect on goings-on in 
the CBI some two decades ago. 
Back then in the early 1980s and 
1990s, arrests were rare. But now, 
given the sheer volume and com¬ 
plexity of investigative processes, 
especially those linked to multi¬ 



layered economic crime, on the 
one hand, and pressure from the 
public and the executive on the 
other, the pressure that the CBI 
should produce instant results is 
telling. As a result, the spotlight is 
solely on the agencies. 

The essence of the charge 
against the CBI - some recent cas¬ 
es are examples - is that it has 
been selective in its targets, pursu¬ 
ing a campaign of vendetta at the 
behest of its political masters. It is 
strange that critics do not dispute 
the fundamental facts on which a 
case has been built against the ac¬ 
cused. They harp only on alleged 
procedural irregularities. The fact 
is that the latter can be blamed on¬ 
ly if during a trial the court finds 
malicious prosecution actuated by 
personal motives. During an ongo¬ 
ing investigation, the issue of esta¬ 
blishing malice does not normally 
arise. 

Recent events have flagged two 
main issues in court: the right of 
an accused to get bail and the need 
for custodial interrogation by 
probe agencies. Although the max¬ 
im that ‘bail is the rule, and jail is 
an exception’ has held sway since 


the times of the noted jurist, Jus¬ 
tice V.R. Krishna Iyer, and the 
courts have been generally liberal 
in granting bail (this includes pre¬ 
arrest or the so-called ‘anticipato¬ 
ry bail’), the growing volume of 
crime and the dexterity of many 
offenders have induced a certain 
change injudicial thinking. Courts 
at all levels now believe that grant¬ 
ing bail cannot be a routine and 
mechanical process, and that cer¬ 
tain cases deserve an application 
of mind while ordering bail. This 
slight shift in stance has led to 
lengthy hearings before a bail ap¬ 
plication is disposed of. It has 
rightly invited adverse comments 
that while the application of an or¬ 
dinary offender is summarily re¬ 
jected, the rich and the famous are 
able to persuade judges to devote 
several sittings to decide the fate of 
their bail application. 

In fairness to courts, however, 
they now demand and peruse pro¬ 
secution documents to satisfy 
themselves that no injustice has 
been done to a bail applicant. 
When this is the case, neither the 
prosecution nor those accused 
can complain of judicial caprice or 
arbitrariness in the matter. 

Custodial interrogation 

There is also controversy over the 
need for custodial interrogation of 
an accused person. The complexi¬ 
ty of present day crime and the 
ease with which the many details 
of a crime can be hidden enhance 
the need for custodial examina¬ 
tion. While courts are convinced 
of its utility, nevertheless, they are 
circumspect and sparing in grant¬ 


ing such custody. Investigators 
have been pilloried over this be¬ 
cause of possible misuse in ques¬ 
tioning under controlled condi¬ 
tions. Custodial questioning is 
with a view to getting details 
which have not been obtained ear¬ 
lier under routine examination. It 
would not be fair to say that such 
custody is sought only to humiliate 
an accused person. Police custody 
casts a serious responsibility on 
the investigating officer. Any pres¬ 
sure tactics or attempted physical 
violence (the usual thing in the 
past) on the person in custody is 
fraught with serious consequences 
as far as the investigator is con¬ 
cerned. This must amplify the fact 
that a request for custodial interro¬ 
gation is made after due evalua¬ 
tion of the pros and cons. When 
there are reasonable guarantees, 
including accountability to the 
judiciary for civilised treatment of 
an accused in police custody, I 
wonder why there is a hue and cry 
when an accused person is re¬ 
quired to be held in police custody 
for a few days. 

Criminal law and its contours 
are evolving. It is easy to criticise 
and accuse police agencies 
charged with efficient solving of 
crime with arbitrariness. They are 
carrying out an extremely difficult 
job under “pressure cooker condi¬ 
tions”. The attempt should not be 
to choke them. Rather, the accent 
should be on allowing them more 
freedom to be professional with¬ 
out diluting the controls that are 
already in place. 


R.K. Raghavan is a former CBI Director 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Letters emailed to Letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials. 


Towards dystopia? 

Any attempt to impose a 
fascist or totalitarian system 
of government begins with 
the regime’s firm control on 
a country’s media. It is the 
case of a blackout in 
Kashmir but even in the 
rest of the country, an 
attempt to subjugate media 
is being actively carried out 
by the dispensation and its 
supporters. A paper like 
The Hindu was abused on 
social media for its Rafale 
revelations. The ruling 
party never condemned 
such acts by its supporters. 
At the end of the day, more 
than the publishers being 
denied the right to publish, 
it is the readers who are 
deprived of their right to 


know the facts (Editorial 
page, “The drumbeaters of 
dystopia,” Sept. 11). 

A.G. Rajmohan, 

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh 

■ Both the willingness of 
major sections of the Indian 
media to toe the line of the 
establishment and the 
government’s arm-twisting in 
the form of threats to ban 
advertisements have been 
completely exposed. In their 
scramble to promote the 
government’s 

misadventures, news outlets 
have acted as cheerleaders 
on various issues - be it 
demonetisation or the 
abrogation of Kashmir’s 
special status. On its part, 
the government, through its 



PR outreach, has made the 
vast majority believe that 
nothing can go wrong as far 
as its leader is concerned; as 
a corollary, any criticism of 
the leader is treated as an 
affront to the entire nation. 
Instead of holding a mirror 
to the establishment, the 
fourth estate has been trying 
to press the point that a 
leadership that attempts the 
‘unimaginable’ and 
‘unthinkable’ is always right. 

G.B. SlVANANDAM, 

Coimbatore 

Minister’s remarks 

The Finance Minister is right 
when she says that 
millennials have started to 
rely more on ride-hailing 
services like Ola and Uber. 


However, pointing the finger 
at such preferences for the 
fall in automobile sales is a 
stretch too far (News page, 
“Millennial mindset is a 
factor,” Sept. 11). The 
government cannot wish 
away the fact that 
demonetisation and faulty 
implementation of the Goods 
and Services Tax are to 
blame for the downturn. 
Many small businesses have 
had to close shop due to the 
complex methodology 
involved in filing GST 
returns. Low organisational 
turnovers are a factor in 
there being no major job 
creation in the last 3-4 years. 
The government received a 
renewed mandate this year 
not by virtue of its 


performance but because of 
a lack of viable alternatives. 
Now, to further divert 
attention from the economic 
slowdown, it is investing 
political capital in moves like 
the Article 370 dilution and 
the National Register of 
Citizens in Assam. 

G. Shankar, 

Chennai 

An opaque move 

A transfer of a High Court 
Judge has to be for very 
strong reasons that are 
well-documented and can be 
verified, because such a 
move impinges upon the 
public’s confidence in the 
rule of law. The decision¬ 
making authority needs to 
demonstrate how the 



interests of justice will be 
better-served by such a 
move. Some reports in the 
press suggest that the 
punctuality of Justice V.K. 
Tahilramani was an issue. 
This is unconvincing; even if 
true, a transfer for such a 
flimsy reason appears 
disproportionate. If there is 
something else that bothered 
the collegium, it should have 
been stated. It is unfortunate 
that the apex court, which 
demands transparency in all 
actions of the government 
and public administration, 
chose to remain opaque. 

R.V. Easwar, 

New Delhi 

MORE LETTERS ONLINE: 
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A :ase for a differential global carbon tax 


A narrow nationalism again 


All n; ions must climb down the emissions ladder without giving up on their standard of living 



ROHIT 7 AD 

& SHOU K CHAKRABORTY 


Climate tiange is a global problem, 
and a gl )al problem needs a global 
solutior The most recent Intergo- 
vernme al Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) r >ort suggests that we, as hu- 
manlcin might have just over a de¬ 
cade lef o limit global warming. The 
IPCC sa total global emissions will 
need to ill by 45% from 2010 levels 
by 203C nd reach net zero by 2050. 
If these irgets are not met, tropical 
regions ' the world, which are den¬ 
sely po dated and happen to be 
mainly mcentrated in the global 
South, a i likely to be most negative¬ 
ly affect 1 because of their low alti¬ 
tudes ar pre-existing high tempera¬ 
tures. ! me impact of this was 
already ;lt during the Tamil Nadu 
water ci is this year. 

Sharinj the burden 

The glol 1 South, which has histori¬ 
cally col ributed less to the problem 
(and ev i at present its per capita 
carbon nissions are much smaller 
in comp 'ison to the countries in the 
global F rth), happens to be at the 
receivin end of the lifestyle choices 
made b; :he global North. Although 
time is r aning out, a genuine global 
consens > on the mitigation of this 
problen s unfortunately missing. In 
the abs ice of a collective agree¬ 
ment, ti environment is becoming 
the casi Ity. The bottom line is that 
both th< worlds need to contribute 
to avert is danger in their self-inter¬ 
est. At t ; same time, the burden of 
adjustm it cannot be equal when 
the und lying relationship between 
the two orlds has been historically 
unequal Climate Injustice Funnel in 
graph), ut what is the correct ba¬ 
lance in rms of sharing this burden, 
somethi g which can be politically 
andjuri callyjust? 

A jus approach would involve a 
global s aring of the responsibility 
among iuntries according to their 
respecti ; shares in global emis¬ 
sions. C Tently, the most accepted 
model ' mitigating strategy has 
been th< :arbon trading process. Ho- 



"The emissions of the U.S. and China are higher than the global average." A 
steel factory in the industrial province of Hebei, China, in 2015. -getty images 


wever, it has its own limitations. Our 
proposal, a Just Energy Transition 
(JET), on the contrary, is premised 
on a sense of global justice in terms 
of climatic fallouts and the respective 
contributions of the countries. It will 
also help the resource-poor develop¬ 
ing countries to make the energy 
transition without having to worry 
about the finances unduly. Instead, 
the current experiences of the deve¬ 
loping countries point to the 
contrary. 

Correcting injustice 

How can this injustice be corrected 
while making the planet a better 
place to live in for future genera¬ 
tions? The first priority is to funda¬ 
mentally change the energy infras¬ 
tructure, which requires massive 
investments for the green energy 
programme across the world. What 
we propose here in some sense is a 
new global green deal. But how can it 
be financed? We suggest that those 
on the top of the funnel, apart from 
funding their own energy transition, 
partially support the transition for 
the countries at the bottom and this 
sharing of the burden of develop¬ 
ment be done in a way which inverts 
this injustice funnel. For a successful 
energy transition to a greener energy 
programme, countries have to spend 
around 1.5% of their GDP. We pro¬ 
pose that the global energy transition 
be financed through a system of the 
global carbon tax. Since the total glo- 
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bal carbon emissions are 36.1 billion 
metric tonnes of CO 2 , this amounts to 
a global carbon tax of $46.1 per me¬ 
tric tonne. 

Who subsidises whom and by how 
much? Those countries which emit 
more than the global per capita aver¬ 
age pay for their own transition plus 
fund a part of the energy transition 
of those who are below this average. 
So, those at the receiving end of cli¬ 
mate injustice are duly compensated 
for even as the entire world transi¬ 
tions to greener earth as a result of 
this process of carbon tax sharing. 
Currently, the global average of car¬ 
bon emissions is 4.97 metric tonne 
per capita. All the countries with 
emissions above this level (68 in all) 
are “payers” to finance energy transi¬ 
tion for ‘beneficiary’ countries (135 
in number), which are emitting be¬ 


low this level. 

The total amount of “carbon com¬ 
pensation” made by the payer na¬ 
tions comes to around $570 billion. 
The distribution of this amount 
across the payer countries is based 
on their distance from the global av¬ 
erage (controlled for their popula¬ 
tion size). The other side of the same 
coin is the compensated countries, 
and the distribution of this fund 
across them is also based on how 
lower their emissions are in compari¬ 
son to the global average. Once you 
add (subtract) the carbon compensa¬ 
tion amount to (from) each of the 
countries, you get the effective car¬ 
bon tax for them. 

The two top ‘payer’ countries in 
terms of absolute amounts of transf¬ 
ers are the U.S. and China since their 
emissions are higher than the global 
average. What’s interesting is that 
despite being a payer country, the ef¬ 
fective tax rate for the Chinese is low¬ 
er than the possible universal tax 
rate of $46.1 per metric tonne and 
that’s because their own energy tran¬ 
sition (1.5% of China’s GDP) plus the 
global compensation they make re¬ 
quires a tax rate only of $34.4 per 
metric tonne. So, in that sense, the 
burden of adjustment is only partial¬ 
ly falling on their shoulder and only 
because they emit more than the glo¬ 
bal average. 

Robin Hood tax 

In terms of ‘compensated’ countries, 
India comes at the top due to its pop¬ 
ulation size and its distance from the 
global emissions’ average (India has 
per capita emissions of 1.73 metric 
tonne). The other suspects are all 
countries from the global South, but 
this list springs a few surprises like 
France, Sweden, and Switzerland. 
What this tells us is that even high-in- 
come countries which have currently 
kept their per capita emissions low 
are beneficiaries of this globally-just 
policy. With China in the first list and 
some of the first world countries in 
the second, it’s obvious what this pol¬ 
icy wants to achieve. It wants all na¬ 
tions to climb down the emissions 
ladder without necessarily having to 
give up on their standard of living. 
It’s a global green Robin Hood tax! 


RohitAzad teaches economics at JNU, New 
Delhi, and Shouvilc Chakraborty is a 
researcher at the Political Economy Research 
Institute, Amherst, U.S. 


The positions held by some intellectuals on the NRC only 
further legitimise a rapid descension into regional exclusivism 



SURAJ GOGOI & ANGSHUMAN CHOUDHURY 


With the release of the final draft of the Na¬ 
tional Register of Citizens (NRC) in Assam, 
which has pushed over 19 lakh people closer 
to statelessness, a coterie of Assamese eth- 
no-nationalist intellectuals and their exter¬ 
nal allies have taken upon themselves the 
unenviable task of defending the exercise. 

For instance, literary critic Hiren Gohain 
argued that “the process was impersonal 
and its strict machine-like operation pre¬ 
empted the targeting of any particular com¬ 
munity”. Senior advocate at the Supreme 
Court, Upamanyu Hazarika, wrote that the 
NRC’s necessity has been overlooked amidst 
concerns of “human rights” (put in double 
quotes by Mr. Hazarika) of the excluded. Pro¬ 
fessor Walter Fernandes wrote that those 
speaking up for the human rights of the ex¬ 
cluded fail to “understand why the people of 
Assam are concerned about migrants”. And 
academic Nandita Saikia wrote, “If not ad¬ 
dressed now, hundreds of ethnic indigenous 
communities [in Assam] with distinct cul¬ 
tures will be wiped out in the advent of ag¬ 
gression by people of Bangladeshi origin.” 
Notably, even though these writers admit 
that the NRC was flawed, they staunchly de¬ 
fend the exercise and justify it by different 
means. None of them seems to be concerned 
about the serious follies in the process that 
has had real consequences on the lives, bo¬ 
dies and fate of millions of human beings. 

Impact on the vulnerable 

The NRC is not just an isolated administra¬ 
tive exercise, but a process that is embedded 
in a history and the larger politics of Assa¬ 
mese nationalism, which is principally cha¬ 
racterised by hatred towards the outsider, 
‘the Bangladeshi’. In many ways, Assamese 
nationalism and its agents are directly res¬ 
ponsible for the impoverishment and anxie¬ 
ty that the people of Assam are experiencing 
on account of this exercise. 

The process is designed such that the law 
itself and various attendant institutions - Fo¬ 
reigners’ Tribunals (FTs), the Border Police, 
detention camps, Doubtful-Voter - have 
come to haunt the people. In the aftermath 
of the final NRC’s release, the spectre of 
these institutions looms larger. Even with 521 
FTs, registering and disposing of more than 
19 lakh cases within a reasonable period of 
time is nearly impossible. The opacity of the 
procedures of the FTs alongside the con¬ 


strained appeal period make the NRC’s insti¬ 
tutional basis even more precarious. 

The accumulated impact of the NRC on 
the psyche of the vulnerable will be severe. 
The NRC is creating a public life where peo¬ 
ple experience extreme loneliness, which, 
for Hannah Arendt, is the most radical expe¬ 
rience of man where everything becomes 
hopeless and bleak. For those excluded, the 
appeal period only brings the mere possibil¬ 
ity, not certainty, of inclusion. 

Gamut of exclusionary politics 

Moreover, the post-NRC period, if there is 
anything as such at all, has spurred a whole 
gamut of exclusionary political persuasions. 
One set of politics is that of the Hindutva ca¬ 
bal, including the BJP, that is aiming to un¬ 
dertake a communal distillation of the ex¬ 
cluded mass, even if that means discrediting 
the final NRC. The other set is that of ‘era¬ 
sure’ wherein an attempt, mostly by the 
mainstream Assamese middle class intelli¬ 
gentsia, is being made to brush aside all con¬ 
tradictions and psychological ramifications 
of the process. There will also be a politics 
which foregrounds Assamese sociocultural 
supremacy by means of Clause 6 of the As¬ 
sam Accord. This will not only convert the 
excluded into second-class citizens, but iso¬ 
late even the included who were able to 
prove their Indian citizenship by legal means 
but won’t be considered ‘ethnic Assamese’ 
by means of the ethno-nationalist consen¬ 
sus. As an outcome, many will find them¬ 
selves in a suffocating social milieu marked 
by Assamese supremacy. This will have a de¬ 
trimental effect on the organic identities of 
minorities who feel intimidated by the main¬ 
stream ‘Assamese consensus’. One is re¬ 
minded of the brave reporting of Assamese 
journalist Nirupama Borgohain decades ago 
when she showed how many Bengali fami¬ 
lies had to change names to hide their ‘Ben- 
galiness’ in order to shield themselves from 
the brunt of Assamese nationalists. 

The NRC process will also change the 
terms of Indian citizenship forever. Apart 
from laying grounds for a nationwide NRC, it 
has already influenced similar calls for exclu¬ 
sionary regimes in Manipur, Mizoram and 
Nagaland. The positions held by intellectuals 
on Assam only further legitimise a rapid des¬ 
cension into regional exclusivism. Their as¬ 
sertions reveal a narrow vision of a society 
which cannot embrace differences and eras¬ 
es its own complicity in segregationist pro¬ 
cesses like the NRC. 


Suraj Gogoi is a doctoral candidate in sociology at the 
National University of Singapore. Angshuman 
Choudhury is a Senior Researcher at the Institute of 
Peace and Conflict Studies, New Delhi 


An ndefensible transfer 
tha needs to be reversed 

The c >llegium’s move dents the judiciary’s image 


N.G.R. P] lSAD 
& K.K. R /I SIDDHARTHA 


It woulc )e a classic case of an exer¬ 
cise of; solute power if the totally 
indefen; fie transfer of Madras High 
Court C ef Justice V.K. Tahilramani 
to the M jhalaya High Court is not re¬ 
versed. any questions arise in the 
wake ol iis decision by the collegi¬ 
um for a lich there are absolutely no 
answers Justice Tahilramani is the 
senior-r >st High Court Judge in the 
country and, after having served 
three s its in the Bombay High 
Court as icting Chief Justice, she was 
elevatec nd transferred as Chief Jus¬ 
tice of tl Madras High Court, anoth¬ 
er prest ous chartered High Court. 

The t nsfer comes at a time when 
the Sup] me Court has been express¬ 
ing com rn about increasing corrup¬ 
tion in e higher judiciary. Justice 
Tahilrai mi stands out as a judge 
with an npeccable record of hones¬ 
ty and without even 
the slig] sst needle of 
suspicic . There has 
been 1 complaint 
from ly quarter 
against ler. Keeping 
with he high dignity, 
the jud£ even refused 
to go tc ;he press on 
this issu 

A pe on normally 
of that miority and 
holding le post of the Chief Justice 
of a cha ered High Court will legiti¬ 
mately 1 pect to go to the Supreme 
Court. I] :he interests of better admi- 
nistratic , judges are normally trans¬ 
ferred t< equally big courts but there 
has nevi been an instance of the se- 
nior-mc judge, and that too the 
Chief Ji tice of a chartered High 
Court a sisting of 75 judges, getting 
transfer id to a Court consisting of 
only thr i judges, including the Chief 
Justice. 

A case < ‘ humiliation 

This is r t only a case of humiliation 
but ami nts to disgracing a person 
in publi ife. Justice Tahilramani has 
rightly i acted by putting in her re- 
signatio Such transfers undermine 
the digr y of the judiciary and dem¬ 
oralise t i judge. 

Judge of the High Court are as 


much constitutional functionaries as 
judges of the Supreme Court. Under 
these circumstances, the most ap¬ 
propriate course of action for the Su¬ 
preme Court would be to reconsider 
its decision and restore Justice Tahil¬ 
ramani back to the Madras High 
Court, or any other High Court of 
equal standing. 

It is not as if in the past such deci¬ 
sions were not reconsidered. It is a 
well-known fact that Justice Rajiv 
Shakdher of the Delhi High Court was 
in 2016 transferred to the Madras 
High Court because he granted relief 
to a Greenpeace activist. It was a 
former Chief Justice of the Madras 
High Court who took it up with the 
collegium and saw to it that Justice 
Shakdher was transferred back. 

In the interest of fairness 

Fairness is the hallmark of justice and 
to deny fairness to a person who is 
administering justice with impecca¬ 
ble honesty would 
be denying justice to 
that very person. 
Hence, the Supreme 
Court collegium 
should not have any 
misgivings about re¬ 
versing this deci¬ 
sion. 

In the Derek Ben¬ 
tley case, the En¬ 
glish Court of Ap¬ 
peal had held, following more than 
three decades of relentless pursuit by 
the convict’s sister after the former 
had been awarded capital punish¬ 
ment and executed in 1953, that the 
conviction and sentencing were 
wrong. The Court of Appeal, after 
awarding the deceased a posthu¬ 
mous pardon, reflected and realised 
that only if such a mistake is ‘correct¬ 
ed’ would the image of the judiciary 
go up so that similar wrongs are not 
committed in the future. 

The collegium needs to avoid com¬ 
mitting a similar grave wrong and al¬ 
low Justice Tahilramani, who has 
about a year of service left, to retire 
with dignity. The need of the hour 
calls not only for statesmanship but 
also courage. 



N.G.R. Prasad and K.K. Ram Siddhartha are 
advocates at Madras High Court 
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Starting troubles 

More active start-up companies are located in the 
National Capital Region than in Bengaluru despite the 
southern city having better local talent and cheaper 
office rent. However, in the last five years, start-ups in 
general and those in Delhi in particular have run into 
trouble as funding has substantially decreased. This 
has led to a significant decrease in new start-ups. 

By The Hindu Data Team 


Capital gains | Delhi-NCR has the highest number of start-ups 
in India. It also has the most Unicorns (a start-up valued at over 
$1 bn). Five of the top 10 most valued start-ups are in this region 
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famous Unicorns in NCR - 
Policy Bazaar, Paytm, Oyo 
Snapdeal, Hike, Delhivery 
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Tech talent | However, Bengaluru beats the NCR in availability 
of local talent. The numbers below have a direct impact on the 
quality of available talent too 
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At all costs | While office spaces in Mumbai and Delhi are 
expensive, they are cheaper in Bengaluru 

■ OFFICE RENTAL COST ■ CO-WORKING SPACE 
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Money trouble | Analysis of seed-funded start-ups in NCR, 
founded between three distinct time periods, shows that funds 
have started to dry-up in recent years at later stages 


Table shows % of start-ups that graduate to the next funding stage 


I Funding stage 

2009-11 

2012-14 

2015-17 I 

Seed 

100% 

100% 

100% 

Series A 

51% 

30% 

17.50% 

Series B 

23% 

13% 

7% 

Series C 

16% 

6.2% 

2.40% 

Series D+ 

7% 

3% 

0.90% 


Failing incubators? | The pace at which new start-ups are 
set up has dived over the past four years. The graph shows the 
year-on-year % change in new start-ups founded 
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Source: Turbocharging the Delhi-NCR start-up ecosystem (Published: September 10,2019) 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO September 12, 1969 

Moon’s origin remains a puzzle 

The moon went through violent and torrid 
pains of birth and early infancy about the 
same time as the earth, but then it died and 
became “a very quiet, peaceful place”, 
scientists at the Lunar Receiving Laboratory 
believe. This conclusion was revealed in in¬ 
terviews as the scientists prepared to release 
some of the lunar material on Friday [Sep¬ 
tember 12] to other scientists for further stu¬ 
dy. The National Aeronautics and Space Ad¬ 
ministration will officially announce its 
findings on the moon rocks at a Washington 
news conference on Monday. Here are the 
key things scientists at the Manned Space 
Centre say they have learned from Apollo-11. 
There is no evidence that there is life on the 
moon. Exhaustive tests exposing the lunar 
material to earthly life forms - plants, fish, 
mice, birds and accidentally, man himself - 
produced no evidence of moon pathogens 
or germs existing in the soil. Nor has the soil 
been shown to have a toxic effect on earth 
creatures. Examination of the rocks and 
dust show the moon to have been molten 
about the same time as the earth - about 
three billion years ago. The moon heated up 
after its formation, as did the earth, and was 
a globe of molten rock. But while the earth 
continued to evolve and bring forth life, the 
moon - after 500 years - in effect died. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO sept. 12, 1919. 

The Punjab Affair. 

(From an Editorial) 

If anything were wanted to intensify the ab¬ 
sorption of the public conscience over the 
Punjab episodes, there is ample material in 
the proceedings of the Imperial Council on 
Wednesday. The bureaucratic mentality 
shone forth in all its pristine purity in the of¬ 
ficial replies to questions and speeches. 
These showed that the officials like the Bour¬ 
bons have learnt nothing and forgotten 
nothing. In the circumstances the appeal the 
Viceroy made to let bygones be bygones and 
to fix one’s thoughts on the glorious future 
takes on a grimly ironical significance. The 
puerile insistence on the letter of the rules 
which the Home Member asked for and the 
Viceroy endorsed by refusing permission to 
Pandit Malaviya to amend his resolution in 
view of the altered circumstances, casts an 
illuminating light on the kind of mental at¬ 
mosphere in which officialdom has its being. 
The occasion was a serious one, the pro¬ 
ceedings were being watched by India with a 
painfully intense absorption. 


M ND-NDE 
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TDP chief, son detained, 
rally plan foiled 


For several days now, he 
had been alleging that 10 
party leaders were mur¬ 
dered and 500 incidents of 
attacks on party wokers and 
supporters had occurred 
across the State in the first 
100 days of YSRCP rule. 

‘Victims’ evicted 

The second part of the dra¬ 
ma was witnessed at the 
rehabilitation camp with 
police swinging into action 
and evicting the ‘victims’ 
from there. They were then 
escorted to five villages, in¬ 
cluding Atmakuru, in five 
buses under police protec¬ 
tion. Many TDP leaders who 
tried to prevent the police 
from entering the premises 
were arrested. 

Former Ministers Prathi- 
pati Pulla Rao and Nakka 
Ananda Babu were placed 


under house arrest at their 
homes in Chilakaluripet and 
in Guntur. Former MLA Ala- 
pati Rajendra Prasad was al¬ 
lowed to come to the reha¬ 
bilitation camp but by 
afternoon, he along with 
other leaders were moved 
to Nallapadu police station. 

Director-General of Pol¬ 
ice (DGP) D. Gautam Sawang 
said that Mr. Naidu was ‘de¬ 
tained at his house’, as he 
announced he would defy 
the prohibitory orders. 

Enacting drama: YSRCP 

The YSRCP slammed the 
TDP for enacting a “drama, 
hiring paid artistes”, and 
said the situation in Palnadu 
was peaceful and the people 
there had been living in 
peace for the last 100 days 
after “our government took 
over.” 


Steep fines to save lives, 
not for revenue: Gadkari 


Asked about some BJP-ruled 
States also not being in fa¬ 
vour of steep fines, the Un¬ 
ion Minister said that in the 
Act, the government has 
provided for a lower and up¬ 
per limit for a fine, and 
States are free to take a deci¬ 
sion. 

“States have the right [to 
reduce fines]. They can do 
what they find suitable...the 
reveue goes to the State, it 
doesn’t come to the Central 
kitty... But people’s lives 
should be saved, accidents 
should be less... awareness 
should be spread. We have 
no objection with what the 
State government does.” 

He, however, stressed 
that people’s lives should be 
saved. 

“Post this Act, there is a 
queue in RTO offices for li¬ 
cence...about 30% licences 
were bogus... 30 years back, 

ft 


the fine which was H00, 
how much should it be to¬ 
day? I don’t need to tell you 
the value of the rupee now 
and then.” 

Replying to a question re¬ 
lated to Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman’s com¬ 
ments that slowdown in the 
auto sector was caused due 
to the millennial mindset of 
using services such as Uber 
and Ola, Mr. Gadkari said 
the statement was 
“misinterpreted.” 

“There are various rea¬ 
sons [for the slowdown]... 
FM said one of the many 
reasons is Ola, Uber... You 
need to understand that,” 
he said. 

Additionally, the Union 
Minister said that any deci¬ 
sion of reduction in GST - 
one of the key demands of 
the auto sector, will be taken 
only by the GST Council. 


Post-study work visa 
back in the U.K. 


Students entering the UK in 
the 2020-21 academic year 
intake are expected to be 
eligible, said a spokesperson 
from the UK High Commis¬ 
sion in Delhi, adding that 
students who have entered 
the UK earlier but still hold a 
valid student visa at the be¬ 
ginning of the next academ¬ 
ic year are also likely to be 
eligible for the new route. 

The visa will require a 
new application including 
payment of a new visa fee, 
the amount of which is yet 
to be determined. The visa 
is not extendable beyond a 
two-year period, and time 
spent in the UK on this visa 
will not count towards set¬ 
tlement. Visa-holders will 
be allowed to work at any 
skill level. Once they find a 
suitable job, they will be 
able to switch to a skilled 
work visa if they meet re¬ 


quirements. 

Almost 22,000 Indian 
students got a UK visa in the 
year ending June 2019, a 
42% increase from the 
15,000 students who did so 
last year. 

However, this still lags far 
behind the highs of 2010-11, 
when 39,090 Indians were 
granted student visas to the 
UK. 

In 2012, then Home Se¬ 
cretary Theresa May 
scrapped the post-study 
work visa, claiming it was 
being abused by bogus col¬ 
leges exploiting internation¬ 
al students, including those 
from India. “Unlike the 
route which closed in 2012, 
this new route will also in¬ 
clude safeguards to ensure 
only genuine, credible stu¬ 
dents are eligible,” said a 
statement from the High 
Commission. 


Mamata assuages fear 
on Deocha coal block 

‘Work only after rehabilitation’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Wed¬ 
nesday said that work on the 
proposed Deocha Pachami 
coal block will start only af¬ 
ter rehabilitation of the 
4,000 people, 40% of them 
tribal population, living in 
that area. 

“We will not rush through 
the project and will take the 
people into confidence be¬ 
fore commencing work,” 
Ms. Banerjee told press per¬ 
sons at the State Secretariat, 
while formally announcing 
the mining project. 

‘MoU next week’ 

She said that a Memoran¬ 
dum of Understanding bet¬ 
ween the Centre and the 
State government on the 
project will be signed next 
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week. 

Deocha Pachami, located 
in West Bengal’s Birbhum 
district, has an inferred re¬ 
serve of 2.1 billion tonnes 
and is among the biggest 
coal deposits in the world. 

Three years ago. West 
Bengal was declared the 
sole allottee of the block by 
the Centre. 

She assured that the peo¬ 
ple residing in the area need 
not fear. “We will take the 
responsibility of these fami¬ 
lies,” she said. 



Cow important to the rural economy, says PM 

Modi says it is unfortunate that some people are critical of the government’s policies to protect the animal 



Lending a hand: Narendra Modi helping women segregate plastic waste under the 'Swachhta Hi Seva' scheme in Lucknow. - pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

LUCKNOW 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday said 
that livestock had always 
been vital for the rural eco¬ 
nomy in India, and stressed 
that his seriousness towards 
protection of cows could be 
gauged from the vaccination 
scheme introduced by the 
government. 

Citing a scheme run by the 
Rwandan government to 
tackle malnutrition and po¬ 
verty through the distribu¬ 
tion of cows to elaborate on 
the role of cows in the rural 
economy, Mr. Modi said the 
African nation’s scheme do¬ 
nated a cow to each house¬ 
hold. The first calf produced 
by the cow is then given to 
the government, which then 
donates it to other villagers 
who do not have a cow. 

Rural economy 

“This works like a chain,” Mr. 
Modi said, praising the 
Rwandan model for creating 
a network of employment. 
This also helped ensure that 
the cow, livestock and milk 
production became part of 
the rural economy, he said at 
the launch of the National 
Animal Disease Control Pro¬ 
gramme (NACDP) at Mathura 
in Uttar Pradesh. The pro¬ 
gramme aims to control and 


eradicate foot and mouth 
disease and brucellosis 
among livestock in the 
country. 

He said “some people 
created a storm” after he had 
visited Rwanda last year and 
donated “250 cows” to its vil¬ 
lagers. It was unfortunate 
that there were some in the 


country who were critical of 
the Centre’s cow conserva¬ 
tion policies. 

“Some people, the mo¬ 
ment the words Om and cow 
fall on their ears, their hair 
stands on end. They think 
the country has gone [back] 
to the 16th and 17th centu¬ 
ries,” Mr. Modi said. 


It was people with such 
views who left no stone un¬ 
turned to “destroy” the 
country, the Prime Minister 
said. 

Later in the evening, Mr. 
Modi tweeted that he was 
saddened to see heaps of 
plastic being removed from 
the bodies of cows being op¬ 


erated at the Pashu Arogya 
Mela in Mathura. 

“This is deplorable and 
should inspire us to work to¬ 
wards reduced and careful 
plastic usage,” the Prime Mi¬ 
nister tweeted. 

In Mathura, Mr. Modi said 
that while the world was 
searching for a role model to 
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protect the environment, In¬ 
dia had always had “an inspi¬ 
ration” in Lord Krishna. Ima¬ 
gining Lord Krishna without 
[his] “love for environment” 
would be incomplete, the 
PM said. 

More than 600 million 
cattle in the country are set 
to be vaccinated in an effort 
to mitigate brucellosis and 
foot and mouth disease as 
part of the Centre’s H2,652- 
crore programmes. 

The PM launched the Na¬ 
tional Artificial Insemination 
Programme and a country¬ 
wide workshop in the Krishi 
Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) in all 
the 687 districts of the coun¬ 
try on vaccination and dis¬ 
ease management, artificial 
insemination and 

productivity. 

The Swachhta hi Seva Pro¬ 
gramme was launched by 
him with a focus on reducing 
the usage of single-use plas¬ 
tic in the country. The Prime 
Minister appealed to people 
to rid their homes, offices 
and workplaces of single-use 
plastic by October 2,2019. 



‘FM’s response on economy a joke’ 

Congress flays Sitharaman for blaming millennial for the slump in car sales 


The gross overstatement 
* made by the FM is a 


grave joke on the poor state 


of the economy. She must 


self-expunge her remarks and 

T*vjr 

apologise 

ABHISHEK MANU SINGHVI 


Congress leader 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress on Wednesday 
hit out at Finance Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman for 
blaming millennial for the 
slump in car sales, calling it a 
“gross overstatement” and a 
“grave joke” on the current 
state of economy. 

Party spokesperson and 
Rajya Sabha member Abh- 
ishelc Manu Singhvi said at a 
press conference that the dip 
in GDP had become the 
“new normal” for the BJP. 

‘Shirking responsibility’ 

“The gross overstatement 
made by the FM is a grave 
joke on the poor state of the 
economy. She must self-ex- 
punge her remarks and apol¬ 
ogise,” the Congress leader 
said. 

Ms. Sitharaman said in 
Chennai on Tuesday, “The 
automobile and components 
industry has been affected 
by BS6 and the mindsets of 
millennial who now prefer 
to have Ola and Uber rather 


than committing to buying 
an automobile.” 

The Congress said that by 
using such logics, the go¬ 
vernment wanted to shrug 
off responsibility and blame 
others for its own state. 

‘Long in the making’ 

Mr. Singhvi asked how come 
mobile app-based booking 
systems for taxis, which had 
been around in the country 
for a while, did not kill car 
sales for so long. 

According to the data re¬ 
leased by the Society of In¬ 
dian Automobile Manufac¬ 
turers, automobile sales fell 
31% to 2,00,790 vehicles in 


July 2019 from 2,90,931 in Ju¬ 
ly 2018. 

It was the worst sales per¬ 
formance since a 35% de¬ 
cline in December 2000. 

“Why is the Finance Mi¬ 
nister more interested in 
cracking jokes and finding 
excuses instead of putting in 
efforts to bring the economy 
on track? How will India be 
able to become a $5 trillion 
economy with such a slow¬ 
down,” Mr. Singhvi asked. 

He asked why the govern¬ 
ment did not announce any 
steps in the Budget to arrest 
the downfall in automobile 
sales since it started a year 
ago. 


“Why is Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, who is 
usually so eloquent, silent 
and hiding behind the Fi¬ 
nance Minister. He should 
come to the front and take 
responsibility,” Mr. Singhvi 
said. 

Chidambaram’s poser 

Senior Congress leader P. 
Chidambaram, who is injud¬ 
icial custody in Tihar jail for 
an alleged corruption case, 
in a tweet expressed con¬ 
cern over the state of econo¬ 
my and questioned the go¬ 
vernment on its plan to get 
India out of this “decline and 
gloom.” Mr. Chidambaram 
has clarified that his family is 
tweeting on behalf of him. 

“I am deeply concerned 
about the economy. The 
poor are the worst affected. 
Fewer jobs, less trade and 
lower investment affect the 
poor and the middle class. 
Where is the plan to get the 
country out of this decline 
and gloom,” Mr. Chidamba¬ 
ram tweeted. 


Live-streaming: SC 
agrees to hear plea 

Activist’s plea on Ayodhya hearings 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Wed¬ 
nesday agreed to hear on 
September 16 a plea to live- 
stream the Ayodhya title dis¬ 
pute hearings. 

Appearing before the 
five-judge Bench led by 
Chief Justice Ranjan Gogoi, 
senior advocate Vikas Singh, 
for activist K.N. Govinda- 
charya, said the hearings 
concerned an issue of social 
and constitutional gravity. 

The petition has remind¬ 
ed the Supreme Court of its 
own judgment of Septem¬ 
ber 2018 that ordered live- 
streaming of hearings in 
momentous cases of nation¬ 
al importance. The verdict 
is yet to be implemented. 

‘Large-scale interest’ 

The petitioner said the case, 
“famously known as the 
Ayodhya Ram Mandir mat¬ 
ter”, has created large-scale 
interest across India. 



A 2018 SC order allowed 
live streaming for 'cases of 
national importance.' 


“The Supreme Court has 
already held that sunlight is 
the best disinfectant. Live- 
streaming as an extension of 
the principle of open courts 
will ensure that the inter¬ 
face between a court hear¬ 
ing with virtual reality will 
result in the dissemination 
of information in the widest 
possible sense, imparting 
transparency and accounta¬ 
bility to the judicial pro¬ 
cess,” the petition said. 


‘MV Act very harsh, won’t 
implement it in Bengal’ 

It will overburden people, says Mamata 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Describing the Motor Vehi¬ 
cle (Amendment) Act, 2019 
that proposes higher fines 
for several traffic violations 
as “very harsh”. West Ben¬ 
gal Chief Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Wednesday 
said that her government 
will not implement it in Ben¬ 
gal. 

“We are not implement¬ 
ing the Motor Vehicles Act, 
which was passed recently 
in the Parliament, at present 
in West Bengal because it is 
very harsh. Of course we are 
going for a ‘Safe Drive Save 
Life’ campaign,” the Chief 
Minister told journalists at 
the State Secretariat. 

Speaking about the new 
law, Ms. Banerjee said that 
when it was discussed in the 
Parliament, her party mem¬ 
bers had raised objections 
saying that this matter was 
an interference into the fed¬ 
eral structure. 

“They didn’t listen to us. 
Unilaterally you cannot take 
a decision which will harm 
people. Now, if anything is 
wrong, instead of ?500 they 
will charge H0,000. There 
are so many poor people al¬ 
so, where will they get all 
this money from?” she said. 

According to the Trina- 
mool Congress chairperson, 
solutions to problems 
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should be taken keeping 
“humanitarian grounds in 
mind”. 

The Chief Minister said 
that all those in her govern¬ 
ment including government 
officials are of the opinion 
that “it will be overburden¬ 
ing the people”. 

Ms. Banerjee said that the 
‘Save Drive Save Life’ cam¬ 
paign launched by her go¬ 
vernment has brought 
down accidents. “We are 
working on this, our police 
is also working with us along 
with NGOs as well as stu¬ 
dents from schools and col¬ 
leges, including the press 
media are also helping us,” 
she said. 


Two anti-lynching Bills 
being examined by Centre 

They were passed by Rajasthan & West Bengal last month 


VIJAI TA SINGH 

NEW DELHI 

The anti-lynching Bills 
passed by the Rajasthan and 
West Bengal Assemblies last 
month will have to be 
cleared by the Union Home 
Ministry before they become 
law. 

On August 5, the Rajas¬ 
than Assembly passed the 
Rajasthan Protection from 
Lynching Bill, 2019 provid¬ 
ing for life imprisonment 
and a fine from ti lakh up to 
?5 lakh to those convicted in 
cases of mob lynching lead¬ 
ing to the victim’s death. 

A senior official in the Ra¬ 
jasthan government told The 
Hindu that the Ministry was 
examining the Bill and it 
would respond to clarifica¬ 
tions sent by them, if any. 

On August 30, the West 
Bengal Assembly passed a 
Bill to prevent and punish 
mob assaults and lynching. 

The West Bengal (Preven¬ 
tion of Lynching) Bill, 2019 
proposes a jail term from 
three years to life for those 
involved in assaulting and in¬ 
juring a person and also de¬ 
fines terms such as “lynch¬ 
ing” and “mob”. The State 
also proposed the West Ben¬ 
gal Lynching Compensation 
Scheme. 

The Centre has reconsti- 



The GoM headed by Amit 
Shah will suggest measures 
to combat Lynchings. 


tuted the empowered Group 
of Ministers (GoM) headed 
by Home Minister Amit Shah 
to suggest measures to com¬ 
bat lynchings, but a senior 
government official had indi¬ 
cated that a new law was un¬ 
likely as existing laws were 
enough and the problem 
was that of enforcement of 
the rules. 

Three-way examination 

Under norms of the Union 
Home Ministry, the State 
laws are examined from 
three angles - repugnancy 
with Central laws, deviation 
from national or central pol¬ 
icy and legal and constitu¬ 
tional validity. 

An official said since such 
consultations required inte¬ 


ractions with various Minis¬ 
tries or departments, no 
time frame could be fixed 
when the Bills would be 
cleared. Based on the com¬ 
ments by the Ministry, the 
President rejects or gives as¬ 
sent to a Bill. 

‘Horrendous acts’ 

In 2018, the Supreme Court 
condemned the increasing 
number of incidents of mob 
lynchings across the country 
calling them “horrendous 
acts of mobocracy” and had 
then asked Parliament to 
make lynching a separate 
offence. 

Meanwhile, last month, 
the Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy 
government in Andhra Pra¬ 
desh withdrew two laws 
passed by the Assembly un¬ 
der previous Chief Minister 
N. Chandrababu Naidu. 

The Andhra Pradesh Pro¬ 
tection of Depositors of Fi¬ 
nancial Establishments 
(Amendment) Bill passed in 
2015 and the Andhra Pra¬ 
desh Money Lenders Bill, 
2017 were being examined 
by the Ministry before they 
received assent from the 
President. 

The Andhra Pradesh go¬ 
vernment withdrew the two 
Bills on August 27 and 31, 
respectively. 


‘Nitish is the 
captain of 
NDA in Bihar’ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PATNA 

Days after party MLC San- 
jay Pas wan’s statement 
that Nitish Kumar should 
quit his post of Bihar Chief 
Minister and enter national 
politics, senior leader of 
the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) State unit and Deputy 
Chief Minister Sushil Ku¬ 
mar Modi on Wednesday 
tweeted to say, “Nitish Ku¬ 
mar is the captain of the 
NDA in Bihar and will re¬ 
main its captain in next As¬ 
sembly elections in 2020 
also.” 

“Nitish Kumar is the 
captain of NDA in Bihar 
and will remain its captain 
in next assembly elections 
in 2020 also...when cap¬ 
tain is hitting 4 & 6 defeat¬ 
ing rivals by inning where 
is the question of any 
change,” tweeted Mr. Mo¬ 
di, who is considered close 
to Mr. Kumar. 

An upheaval 

Mr. Paswan had on August 
9 created an upheaval in 
the State’s ruling NDA al¬ 
liance by saying, “Nitish 
Kumar should now step 
down from the post of 
Chief Minister for BJP...we 
trusted him for 15 long 
years and he should now 
reciprocate the same for 
the BJP for at least one 
term.” 
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‘IAS officer 
who quit was 
under notice’ 


INDO -ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

NEW DELHI 

Before he quit over curbs 
imposed in Kashmir, IAS 
officer Kannan Gopinathan 
was issued a show-cause 
notice in July by the Union 
Home Ministry for alleged 
acts of “omission and com¬ 
mission” which constitute 
“misconduct” and “derel¬ 
iction of duty”. 

The Ministry cited “de¬ 
reliction of duty” in the ad¬ 
ministrative work of the 33- 
year-old officer in the not¬ 
ice served on him on July 8. 

Among the various 
“omissions and commis¬ 
sions” cited, it said the of¬ 
ficer posted in Puducherry 
had failed to submit a re¬ 
port on the 2018 Kerala 
floods. Sources said as the 
officer was to be sacked for 
his conduct and was given 
10 days time to revert with 
his clarification to the Mi¬ 
nistry, he quit the coveted 
government job on August 
21, stating that he was ‘dis¬ 
turbed’ over the curbs im¬ 
posed in J&K since August 
5. After Mr. Gopinathan’s 
resignation, it was report¬ 
ed in the media that he was 
issued notice after his com¬ 
ments on Kashmir. 


Mufti’s ancestral house for sale 


His family members feel unsafe living there after security was withdrawn 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The ancestral house of the 
late Mufti Muhammad 
Sayeed, Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP) patron and 
former Chief Minister, in Bij- 
behara town of the volatile 
south Kashmir is up for sale, 
four weeks after the govern¬ 
ment decided to withdraw 
its police guards. 

A family member of the 
Muftis, who did not want to 
be identified, told The Hindu 
that the family of the youn¬ 
ger brother of the former 
Chief Minister, Mufti Mu¬ 
hammad Amin, “is finding it 
hard to stay in the house be¬ 
cause of the volatile 
situation”. 

The relative said the deci¬ 
sion to withdraw the securi¬ 
ty personnel “has made the 
family members 

vulnerable”. 

“Multiple security pickets 
were erected in the twin 
houses long before militancy 
started in the 1990s. In the 
run-up to the revocation of 
J&K’s special status, security 
guards were withdrawn 
from the house and the close 
relatives of PDP president 
Mehbooba Mufti too lost 
their security. There is no 



Mehbooba Mufti has already sold her share of the Bijbehara ancestral house of her father, the 
late Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, former J&K Chief Minister, -nissar ahmad 


other option now but to look 
for a buyer. Many members 
of the family have already 
shifted to Jammu,” the family 
member said. 

Two wooden multi-storey 
ancestral houses of the Muf¬ 
tis are located inside the con¬ 
gested locality of Baba Mo- 
halla in Bijbehara. They have 
come under attack from 
protesters as well as mili¬ 
tants in the past. 

Family sources said Ms. 
Mufti, detained at Chas- 


mashahi in Srinagar since 
August 5, has already sold 
her share of the property but 
another PDP leader and cou¬ 
sin, Sajad Mufti, still owns 
property there. 

The family said “very few 
buyers are coming forward.” 
Mr. Sajad Mufti, living in a 
colony adjacent to the ances¬ 
tral houses, is planning to 
sell his house. “His security 
has also been withdrawn,” 
the family sources said. 

According to the family. 


Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, 
who was the Union Home 
Minister in the V.P. Singh go¬ 
vernment in 1989 and served 
as J&K’s Chief Minister twice, 
started his political career 
from the house in the 1950s 
when he joined the Demo¬ 
cratic National Conference, a 
splinter group of the Nation¬ 
al Conference led by Ghulam 
Muhammad Sadiq. He 
joined the Congress in 1965 
and became the party presi¬ 
dent in 1972. 


Produce Farooq Abdullah in 
court, Vaiko files plea in SC 

He is scheduled to attend a Chennai meet on September 15 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Vaiko, Rajya Sabha member 
and Tamil Nadu politician, 
on Wednesday moved a ha¬ 
beas corpus petition in the 
Supreme Court seeking the 
Jammu and Kashmir govern¬ 
ment to produce former 
Chief Minister Farooq Ab¬ 
dullah, believed to be under 
detention following the dilu¬ 
tion of Article 370, in court 
and set him free. 

In his petition, Mr. Vaiko 
said Mr. Abdullah was sche¬ 
duled to attend a conference 
organised by him in Chennai 
on September 15. 

‘Peaceful, democratic’ 

Mr. Vaiko, general secretary 
of the Marumalarchi Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam 
(MDMK), said the event was 
organised annually “on the 
occasion of the birthday of 
Thiru. C.N. Annadurai, 
former Chief Minister of Ta¬ 
mil Nadu, in the spirit of 
peaceful democratic debate 
and discussion so as to 
strengthen the unity and in¬ 
tegrity of India”. 



Vaiko 


The petition said Mr. Ab¬ 
dullah had attended the pre¬ 
vious year’s event. Mr. Vaiko 
said he could not contact Mr. 
Abdullah despite his best ef¬ 
forts. 

“On or around August 5, 
Farooq Abdullah was placed 
under detention in Srina¬ 
gar,” it said. 

An MDMK release in 
Chennai said, “Farooq Ab¬ 
dullah had accepted the invi¬ 
tation to attend the event. 
Due to the situation prevail¬ 
ing in Kashmir, it is learnt 
that leaders, including Mr. 
Abdullah, are kept in house 
arrest. They could not be 
reached.” 

The petition said Mr. Vai¬ 


ko had written to the author¬ 
ities on August 29, seeking 
permission to allow Mr. Ab¬ 
dullah to attend the confe¬ 
rence in the “spirit of encou¬ 
raging democratic 

participation.” 

No response 

However, neither the Union 
Home Ministry nor the State 
government chose to res¬ 
pond to his letter. 

“The actions of the res¬ 
pondents [Union and State] 
are illegal and arbitrary and 
violative of the right to pro¬ 
tection of life and personal 
liberty, right to protection 
from arrest and detention 
and also against right to free 
speech and expression, 
which is the cornerstone of a 
democratic nation,” the peti¬ 
tion said. 

Any limitation on the fun¬ 
damental freedoms of free 
speech and expression im¬ 
posed in the guise of a “rea¬ 
sonable restriction” should 
be narrowly interpreted by 
the Supreme Court in order 
to maintain the spirit of de¬ 
mocracy. 


Chidambaram moves 
Delhi High Court for bail 

He has been under detention for 21 days in INX Media case 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram, who has 
been under detention for 21 
days in connection with the 
INX Media case, approached 
the Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday seeking regular 
bail. 

Mr. Chidambaram, in his 
petitions that also chal¬ 
lenged a trial court order re¬ 
manding him injudicial cus¬ 
tody till September 19, has 
said that he is being prose¬ 
cuted for his being a political 
opponent of the party in 
power. 

The 74-year-old said he is 
a senior spokesperson of the 
Congress and has been vo¬ 
cal, both in his speeches and 
writings, in his opposition to 
the BJP-led coalition 
government. 

“...the instant criminal 
proceeding is mala fide and 
is born out of political ven¬ 
detta, and that the investi¬ 
gating agency is acting at the 
behest of the Central govern¬ 
ment, which wants to ma¬ 
lign the untainted and unim¬ 
peachable reputation of the 
petitioner,” the plea said. It 



P. Chidambaram 


is scheduled to come up for 
hearing before Justice Su- 
resh Kumar Kait on 
Thursday. 

Mr. Chidambaram was 
first arrested on August 21 
from his residence in Delhi 
by the CBI. 

The case relates to a first 
information report (FIR) re¬ 
gistered by the CBI on May 
15,2017 against alleged irreg¬ 
ularities in the Foreign In¬ 
vestment Promotion Board 
clearance provided to INX 
Media for receiving overseas 
funds of ^305 crore in 2007, 
when Mr. Chidambaram was 
Finance Minister. The Enfor¬ 
cement Directorate (ED) is 
also investigating the alleged 


offence of money laundering 
arising out of the FIR. 

“As far as FIPB cases were 
concerned, the petitioner 
(Chidambaram) approved 
only those cases that were 
recommended by the FIPB 
and put up to the petitioner 
by the Secretary, Economic 
Affairs,” the petition said. 

Mr. Chidambaram said 
that during the period when 
he was in CBI custody, he 
was confronted with five of¬ 
ficers of the Finance Minis¬ 
try, who were involved in 
the processing of the FIPB 
hie pertaining to INX Media. 

“All of the aforesaid per¬ 
sons have affirmed the cor¬ 
rectness of the approval 
granted to INX Media. Neith¬ 
er of them has alleged any il¬ 
legality in the approval,” his 
petition said. 

He said the CBI and ED 
had not found “even an iota 
of evidence of any payment 
by INX Media or INX News to 
the Petitioner or to his son 
Karti P. Chidambaram, co¬ 
accused in the subject FIR.” 

Mr. Chidambaram said 
there was no likelihood of 
him absconding and not be¬ 
ing available for trial. 


India-Poland 
direct flight 
from today 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Economic ties between In¬ 
dia and Poland will receive 
a boost with the beginning 
of direct Bights from Sept. 
12. According to Polish 
sources, the Bight will be 
operated by LOT Polish 
Airlines and the first flight 
will fly Polish Deputy Fo¬ 
reign Minister Marcin Przy- 
dacz to India. 

The direct flight will 
connect New Delhi with 
Warsaw and will operate 
five times a week. His visit 
comes weeks after the Ex¬ 
ternal Affairs Minister Dr. 

S. Jaishankar’s trip to War¬ 
saw. He is expected to meet 
Minister of Civil Aviation 
Hardeep Singh Puri and 

T. S. Tirumurti, Secretary of 
Economic Affairs in the Mi¬ 
nistry of External Affairs. 
Business and connectivity 
will be priority during the 
visit. He will preside over 
the Sept. 13 meeting bet¬ 
ween the Polish Agency of 
Trade and Investments and 
FICCI. MoUs between the 
University of Poland and 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Un¬ 
iversity will also be signed. 

His visit will also empha¬ 
sise the common Indian 
and Polish experience of 
World War II. 


Army to hold 
‘HimVijay’ 
from October 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Army is scheduled to 
conduct a major Exercise 
‘HimVijay’ beginning Oc¬ 
tober in Arunachal Pra¬ 
desh and Assam with its 
newly created Integrated 
Battle Groups (IBG) involv¬ 
ing 15,000 troops, defence 
sources said on 
Wednesday. 

During Xi’s visit 

The exercise will coincide 
with the proposed visit of 
Chinese President Xi Jinp¬ 
ing for the second informal 
summit with Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi. 

“The Panagarh based 17 
Mountain Strike Corps will 
conduct Exercise HimVijay 
spread over a month and 
half with three newly creat¬ 
ed IBGs from October,” the 
sources said. 

The IBGs, each tailor 
made based on threat, ter¬ 
rain and task, are part of 
the overall force transfor¬ 
mation initiated by Army 
Chief Gen. Bipin Rawat. 
They are brigade-sized 
agile self-sufficient combat 
formations which can 
swiftly launch strikes 
against an adversary. 



OFFICE OF PANCHAYAT SAMITI, BHUBANESWAR 
Bhubaneswar, District-Khordha, PIN-751014 
=£/ E-Mail-ori-bhubaneswar@nic.in 

3izi No-4166 Date: 10.09.2019 


DETAIL TENDER CALL NOTICE N0.03/2019-20 


Bid documents consisting of specification, the schedule of quantities and the set 
of terms and conditions of contract and other necessary documents can be seen 
and down loaded from the official web site of Khordha District 
(http://www.khordha.nic.in) and purchased from the office of the undersigned. 

1. Number of Civil works : 01 (One) 

2. Estimated Cost: Rs.1,48,29,993/- 

3. Period of completion : As per DTCN 

4. Date & time of availability/Sale of the Bid documents : 12.09.2019 to 30.09.2019 
up to 5.00 P.M. 

5. Last Date/Time for receipt of bids : 01.10.2019 up to 3.00 P.M. 

6. Bid documents will be opened : 01.10.2019 at 4.00 P.M. in the office of the 
undersigned. 

Further the details can be seen from the web site (http://www.khordha.nic.in) / 
office of the undersigned. 

Sd/- 

19005/11/0006/1920 Block Development Officer, Bhubaneswar 


0 


efcM/Semi- Conductor Laboratory 

akrftar f^TFT, *iRcT *recf>R/ Department of Space, Government of India, 
<Wcx-72, ^fT.3T.Rr.^RK(Miglcll) -160071, HIH(HvriI<s|) *TTCcT 

Sector -72, S.A.S. Nagar-160 071, Near Chandigarh (Punjab) India 
qjFr/Phone : +91-172-2296166/6168/6169/6173 ^RT:/Fax +91-172-2237410 
^er/Email: hps@scl.qov.in website: www.scl.gov.in 


^RT w^/tM/ 156 / TENDER NOTICE No. SCL/PT/156 f^w/Dated: 06.09.2019 

P£?|cT>, % fcT^r T^cf ^ cfsftfett % 5FJ3 sfRT ^ f^FT % foF? ^ if 3FT efT^T PlRgij 3TTR%T cf^ 

11 / For and on behalf of The Director, Head-Purchase & Stores, Semi-Conductor Laboratory (SCL) invites Online TWO part Tender 
for the following: 


Sr.No. 


RFki xiXsin 
Tender Number 


fctcRUT 

Description 


/ 2 019^0148601 
SCL/PS4/2019E0148601 
(^t ’trt Plft^T/Two Part Tender) 


4)4)4) % fcP? ^ Trfcr^T (3 ^ttct) 

Rate Contract for PCB Fabrication (3 Years) 

(Fl+^d vdHchi4) PlFlcji <i+di4vd / Details as per Tender Document) 


^te/Note: Prf^T e-tender portal https://eprocure.isro.qov.in wftw # (www.scl.qov.in )# 

( www.isro.qov.in ) / 4)4)4) ( http://cpp.qov.in ) 4 / ^ivHeik m f i /Tender Documents can be accessed/ 

downloaded from e-tender portal https://eprocure.isro.gov.in SCL website ( www.scl.qov.in ) / ISR0 website ( www.isro.qov.in ) / 


CPP Portal ( http://cpp.qov.in ). 


wga, ?f>*r ijci /Head, Purchase & Stores 





‘No one will be forced to sell land in J&IC 



Unleashing a media blitz, the J&K government said rural 
tourism will grow due to the August 5 decision, -nissar ahmad 


Government ads 
in media speak of 
the benefits of 
Centre’s move 

PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The J&K government un¬ 
veiled a media blitz on Tues¬ 
day on the Centre’s decision 
to abrogate provisions of Ar¬ 
ticle 370 and to create a new 
narrative in the Kashmir val¬ 
ley on land and its use. A 
full-page advertisement, 
splashed across all Valley- 
based dailies and also aired 
on private FM channels, en¬ 
umerated the positives of 
the Centre’s decision. It ar¬ 
gued that J&K’s special status 
had isolated the State and 
“benefited only a select few 
like Hurriyat and people 
working for them”. 

It also sought to dispel 


any apprehensions about 
the forced usurpation of 
land in the State following 
the revocation of Article 
35A. “Fears of people about 
loss of land and properties 
are not well founded. Any 
landowner who wishes to 
sell would benefit from in¬ 
creased prices. There is no 
compulsion on anybody to 
part with his land. The land 
prices are going to change in 


coming days manifold,” 
reads the advertisement, 
printed in several languages. 

The government said ru¬ 
ral tourism was bound to 
grow. “Benefits, earlier avail¬ 
able in cities, will now reach 
villages too,” it said, as it at¬ 
tempted to portray a rosy 
picture of tourism by posit¬ 
ing that ‘major national and 
global players’ would be in¬ 
vesting in J&K soon. 


Militant who 
attacked fruit 
growers killed 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

SRINAGAR 

Director-General of Police 
(DGP), J&K, Dilbagh Singh 
on Wednesday said the 
militant behind the attack 
on fruit growers in Sopore 
on September 6 had been 
killed in an operation. 
Three fruit growers and a 
five-year-old were injured 
in the attack. 

The militant was 
identified as Asif Maqbool 
Bhat of the Lashkar-e- 
Taiba, a resident of 
Baramulla’s Kreeri. 

Mr. Singh said the slain 
militant and two others 
were involved in the 
Dangerpora attack. 



BHARATIYA RESERVE BANK NOTE 
MUDRAN (P) LIMITED 

(wholly owned subsidiary of Reserve Bank of India) 
Note Mudran Nagar, Mysuru - 570 003 


NATIONAL COMPETITIVE BID (OPEN TENDER) 


1. ITEM RATE CONTRACT FOR CIVIL WORKS AT BRBNMPL, 
MYSURU - Tender No. 058/MYS/CIVIL/2019-20 - Estimated value: 

^ 90.00 Lakh. 

2. ANNUAL MAINTENANCE CONTRACT OF RAILWAY SIDING AT 
BRBNMPL, MYSURU - Tender No. 064/MYS/CIVIL/2019-20 
- Estimated value: ? 28.00 Lakh. 

3. LIFTING, HANDLING, TRANSPORTATION AND HANDING OVER 
OF HAZARDOUS INK SLUDGE FROM BRBNMPL MYSURU ON 
ANNUAL RATE CONTRACT BASIS - Tender No. 
067/MYS/MMD/2019-20 - Estimated value: ? 33.00 Lakh. 

4. SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING AND COMMISSIONING OF 
INPUT/OUTPUT MODULES AT BRBNMPL, MYSURU - Tender No. 
068/MYS/MMD/2019-20 - Estimated value: ^65.00 Lakh. 


Last date of submission of all the above tenders is 16.10.2019 by 1430 
hrs. For downloading tender documents and other details, kindly visit our 
website www.brbnmpl.co.in. Further extension or amendment/s, if any 
will be uploaded on our website only. 

General Manager 



NLC India Limited 

'Navratna' - Government of India Enterprise 
Regd. Office : First Floor, No.8, Mayor Sathyamurthy Road, 

FSD, Egmore Complex of Food Corporation of India, Chetpet, Chennai - 600 031. 
Corp. Office : Block-1, Neyveli-607 801, Cuddalore District, Tamil Nadu. 

CIN No.: L93090TN1956GOI003507, Website: www.nlcindia.com 


NOTICE INVITING TENDERS FOR SUPPLIES (e-Tender Notices SI.No.1 to 8) 

SI.No. Tender Ref./Scope of supplies & Qty. Reqd. 

1. UNIT: M.M. COMPLEX: ENQ NO.19-20/001451/MM23 (01), 
Dt: 29.08.2019: (i) Design, manufacture, testing at works, supply, 
erection and commissioning of outdoor type 11KV, 3 phase, 50HZ, 630A, 
20 KA/3 Sec or above rating SF6 gas insulated 4 Unit (2 Isolators & 
2 Breakers) Ring Main Units (RMU’s) - 8 Nos. (ii) 12KV, 630A, short time 
with stand current not less than 21 KAfor 3 Sec, 3-way extensible type ring 
main unit outdoor mounting type - 10 Nos. (iii) 11 KV 1 way Ring Main Unit 
with SF6 insulated outdoor switch gear - 5 Sets. 

Due date of opening: 03.10.2019 

2. ENQ/19-20/001757/MM23 (01), Dt: 07.09.2019: 1 Set of 33 KV indoor 
switch gear consisting of metal clad horizontal draw-out VCB Panels. 

Due date of opening: 04.10.2019 

3. ENQ/19-20/001673/MM23 (01), Dt: 03.09.2019: Metal clad 4 unit 
kiosk type 12 KV switch board -5 Nos. Due date of opening: 05.10.2019 

4. PTE-ENQ/19-20/001721 /MM01 (05) Dt: 06.09.2019:10 items of Drum 

Shaft. Due date of opening: 10.10.2019 

5. PTE.No.ENQ.No. 19-20/001705/MM01 (01) Dt: 10.09.2019: Long 
galvanised steel wire rope (5 items) Due date of opening: 10.10.2019 

6. GTE.ENQ/19-20/001723/MM01(06) Dt: 09.09.2019: 2 items of 

Cardon Shaft. Due date of opening: 10.10.2019 

7. PTE.Enq.No.ENQ/19-20/001774/MM09(04), Dt: 09.09.2019: 

Purchase of Leyland (BO) Spares - 243 items. 

Due date of opening: 10.10.2019 

8. ENQ/19-20/001660/MM02(08) dt.10-09-2019: 9 Items of Barrels. 

Due date of opening: 09-10-2019 

9. ENQ/19-20/001799/MM09(04), Dt: 09.09.2019. Material Code: 

399999999; Supply of Mahindra & Mahindra OE spares as per 
manufacturers price list and as per the Groupings (i) M&M General 
Spares: ? 61,00,000/- (ii) M&M Engine Assemblies: 7 6,00,000/- 
through price agreement fora period of Twelve months from the date of 
this price agreement order. Total price agreement Value is ? 67,00,000/- 
Qty.: 1 No.B.G.Amount: 7 1,00,000/- 

Cost of tender document: SI.No.9: ? 1,000/- 

Date & time of tender opening: SI.No.9: 14.10.2019 At 15.00 Hrs. 

FOR e-TENDER DOCUMENTS/DETAILS/CORRIGENDUM VISIT: WWW.nlcindia.com 


PUBLIC SECTOR IS YOURS : HELP IT TO HELP YOU 



SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TELANGANA LTD. 

6-1-50, Corporate Office, Mint Compound, Hyderabad - 500 063 
Ii mil i llnlii i 


TSSPDCL intends to float tender for Implementation of Upgradation & Migration of 
existing SAP System to S/4 HANA, in TSSPDCL, Hyderabad, under IPDS Phase -II, IT 
Enablement Project on e-procurement platform. 

For further details, please visit www.eprocurement.telangana.gov.in, 
www.tender.telangana.gov.in & www.tssouthernpower.com. 

Phone: 040-23431276,1287,1274. Sd/- 

ID.SPDCLCORPQ1228 CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER/ IT 


SOUTHERN RAILWAY 


(CONSTRUCTION ORGANISATION) 

E-TENDER NOTICE No. SGCNMTP-2019-5-07-09-19 

For and on behalf of The President of India, The Executive Signal and 
Telecommunication Engineer, Construction and Metropolitan Transport 
Project, Southern Railway, Ground Floor, GC building, McNichols Road, 
Chetpet, Chennai-31, invites e-tenders for the following work: 


Name of the work : Provision of Signalling Arrangements with Electronic Interlocking 
(INDOOR) at Attipattu Pudunagar and Attipattu Stations on Chennai division in 
connection with 4 th line between Chennai Beach and Attipattu Stations. 


Approximate cash value 

?598.25 lakhs 

Cost of the tender form 

?10,000/- 

Earnest money Deposit 

?4,49,100/- 

Period of Completion 

Six months 

Date and time of closing of bidding 

09.10.2019 at 14.00 hrs 

Date and time of Opening of Tender 

09.10.2019 at 14.30 hrs 

For further details refer Website address 

http://www.ireps.gov.in 


For further details, contact office at this address : The Executive Signal 
and Telecommunication Engineer, Construction and Metropolitan Transport 
Project, Southern Railway, Ground Floor, GC building, McNichols Road, 
Chetpet, Chennai-31 

Payment of Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) andTender Document Cost (TDC) 
in respect of e-tendering shall be accepted through net banking or 
payment gateway only. 

Executive Signal and Telecom Engineer, 
Construction and Metropolitan Transport Project, Chennai - 31. 


Pi KARNATAKA URBAN WATER 
gffl SUPPLY & DRAINAGE BOARD 

BiB ’JalbhavaiY, # 5 & 6, l Stage, I Phase. Barm erg hatta Road 
B.T.M. Layout. Bangalore-29. To); 080-41106564. 
E-mail: cekwbbng@gmail.com. Website: kuwsdb.org. 


CORRIGENDUM 

(Through e-Procurement Portal Only) 

Tender No. in e-Procurement Portal 
(KUW SOB/2019-20/E L/WORK J NDENT2484) 

The Revised calendar of events for following tender which was 
published in Daily Newspapers “The Hindu” English Daily. All 
India Edition and in “Vijaya Karnataka" Karnataka Edition on 
17.07.2019 is as follows: Name of Work: "Supply, erection, 
electrification and commissioning of pumping machineries 
at head works, WTP at Bangarpet and Kolar along with allied 
accessories under providing CWSS to Kolar City, Bangerpet, 
Malur and 45 en-foute villages with Yargol Dam as source". 
Revised Calendar of Events: 1 Last date and time for 
submission/uploading of the tender in the e-procurement portal: 
18,11,2019 upto 17,30 hours, 2 Date and lime for opening of 
Technical tenders: 21,11.2019 after 11,30 hours. 3. Dale and 
time for opening of Financial bids: 23.11.2019 after 11.30 hours. 
The other terms and conditions in the Tender Notification remain 
unaltered. SdA, Chief Engineer (B), 

KAJ.W.S. & D. Board. Bengaluru 





M ND-NDE 
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Parliament suspension unlawful: court 

Scottish court rules that British PM Johnson’s move ahead of Brexit was an attempt to ‘stymie Parliament’ 


Fighting intensifies in northern 
Afghanistan after talks collapse 



Fresh perspective: Britain's Prime Minister Boris Johnson attending a history class with pupils 
during a visit to the Pimlico Primary School in London on Tuesday, -afp 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

EDINBURGH 

British Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson suffered a fresh 
blow on Wednesday when a 
Scottish court ruled that his 
controversial decision to sus¬ 
pend Parliament in the run¬ 
up to Brexit was unlawful. 

The government imme¬ 
diately appealed, with the 
case set to be heard in the 
Supreme Court next Tues¬ 
day, and Parliament set to re¬ 
main shut in the meantime. 

Mr. Johnson says the deci¬ 
sion to suspend - or pro¬ 
rogue - Parliament until Oc¬ 
tober 14 is a routine move 
allowing his government to 
launch a new legislative 
agenda. 

But critics accuse him of 
trying to silence parliamen¬ 
tary opposition to his threat 
to leave the European Union 
on October 31 even if he has 
failed to agree divorce terms 
with Brussels. 

If Mr. Johnson fails to se¬ 
cure a deal he insists the 
country will leave anyway, to 
the outrage of many MPs 
who believe a “no deal” exit 
would bring huge 
disruption. 

After the legal ruling, the 


Opposition Labour party de¬ 
manded that Mr. Johnson ur¬ 
gently recall Parliament, 
which was suspended for 
five weeks on Tuesday. 

However, a government 
source said that “nothing is 
changing” until the case was 
concluded. 

The case, brought by 78 
British lawmakers, was re¬ 
jected by a Scottish lower 
court last week but was over¬ 
turned on Wednesday by the 
Inner House, Scotland’s Su¬ 
preme Civil Court. 

It found that Mr. Johnson’s 


advice to Queen Elizabeth II 
to prorogue Parliament “was 
unlawful because it had the 
purpose of stymying Parlia¬ 
ment”, a summary judgment 
said. 

A British government spo¬ 
kesman said: “We are disap¬ 
pointed by today’s decision, 
and will appeal to the U.K. 
Supreme Court. 

“The U.K. government 
needs to bring forward a 
strong domestic legislative 
agenda. Proroguing Parlia¬ 
ment is the legal and neces¬ 
sary way of delivering this.” 


He noted a separate legal 
challenge to prorogation 
brought at the High Court in 
London last week had failed. 

‘Recall Parliament’ 

Labour’s Brexit spokesman 
Keir Starmer welcomed the 
ruling, saying: “No one in 
their right mind believed Bo¬ 
ris Johnson’s reason for shut¬ 
ting down Parliament. 

“I urge the Prime Minister 
to immediately recall Parlia¬ 
ment so we can debate this 
judgment and decide what 
happens next.” 


Scotland’s First Minister, 
Scottish National Party (SNP) 
leader Nicola Sturgeon, 
echoed his call. 

“The immediate political 
implications are clear... Par¬ 
liament must be recalled im¬ 
mediately to allow the essen¬ 
tial work of scrutiny to 
continue,” she tweeted. 

The summary judgment 
said the court would make 
an order declaring that Mr. 
Johnson’s advice to the 
Queen and the subsequent 
prorogation was “null and of 
no effect”. However, the go¬ 
vernment source said there 
would be no order issued 
ahead of next week’s appeal. 

Legal commentator David 
Allen Green suggested that 
the case was likely to fail 
when it reached the Su¬ 
preme Court, pointing out 
that Scottish law was diffe¬ 
rent from that of England 
and Wales. 

“That is why I and others 
would have put the chances 
of the action succeeding in 
London as zero. And that is 
why cannily the action was 
launched in Scotland, where 
judges and the law would be 
far more receptive,” he 
tweeted. 


We will hit the 
Taliban harder 
than ever: Trump 

REUT ERS 

KABUL/ WASHINGTON 

Fighting has picked up in 
several areas of northern Af¬ 
ghanistan, officials said on 
Wednesday, days after the 
collapse of talks between the 
U.S. and the Taliban aimed 
at agreeing the withdrawal 
of thousands of U.S. troops. 

Officials said there was 
fighting in at least 10 pro¬ 
vinces, with the heaviest 
clashes in the northern re¬ 
gions of Talchar, Baghlan, 
Kunduz and Badakhshan, 
where the Taliban have been 
pressing security forces for 
weeks. 

On Wednesday, security 
forces retook the district of 
Koran-Wa-Monjan in Ba¬ 
dakhshan, the Defence Mi¬ 
nistry said in a statement. 
The district, which fell to the 
Taliban in July, had offered 
the insurgents valuable min¬ 
ing revenues from its rich re¬ 
serves of the famous blue la¬ 
pis lazuli stone. 

It was the third district se¬ 
curity forces have secured 



An Afghan National Army 
soldier searching a vehicle 
in Kabul, -ap 


during a push in the pro¬ 
vince over recent days after 
Yamgan and Warduj, which 
the Taliban had held for the 
past four years. 

In the neighbouring pro¬ 
vince of Talchar, however, lo¬ 
cal officials said this week 
government forces had 
pulled out of Yangi Qala and 
Darqad districts, while fight¬ 
ing was going on in Khawja 
Ghar and Ishkamesh dis¬ 
trict. 

“It is a tactical retreat to 
avoid civilian casualties in 
the area. We have fresh forc¬ 
es in the area and soon the 
districts will be recaptured,” 
said Jawad Hejri, a spokes¬ 
man for the Talchar Provin¬ 
cial Governor. 

The latest fighting under¬ 


scored expectations of an es¬ 
calation in violence follow¬ 
ing U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s abrupt cancellation 
of talks with the Taliban 
aimed at withdrawing U.S. 
troops and opening the way 
to an end to 18 years of war 
in Afghanistan. 

President Trump pledged 
on Wednesday to hit the Ta¬ 
liban “harder” than ever as 
America marked the 18th an¬ 
niversary of the 9/11 attacks 
that led the country into war 
in Afghanistan. He warned 
that “an unprecedented” 
U.S. military assault against 
the Taliban will continue. 

Mr. Trump said that over 
“the last four days” U.S. forc¬ 
es have “hit our enemy har¬ 
der than they have ever been 
hit before and that will 
continue.” 

Mr. Trump also warned 
militants against ever carry¬ 
ing out an attack in the U.S. 
again. 

“If for any reason, they 
come back to our country, 
we will go wherever they 
are, and use power, the likes 
of which the United States 
has never used before,” Mr. 
Trump said. 

(With AFP inputs) 


Bolton tough but not smart, says Trump 



Former U.S. National Security Adviser John Bolton. ■ ap 



Trudeau launches 
election campaign 

OTTAWA 

Canada's Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau launched his 
reelection campaign on 
Wednesday, saying that 
Canadians need to decide 
whether they want to return 
to the "failed policies" of a 
Conservative government 
that believes in cuts and 
austerity. Mr. Trudeau kicked 
off his bid to remain in office 
ahead of an October 21 vote 
after meeting the country's 
Governor General and 
dissolving Parliament. 
"Canadians have an important 
choice to make," he said, ap 


‘His comments 
set back talks 
with North Korea’ 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday said 
he fired controversial Na¬ 
tional Security Adviser John 
Bolton for not being “smart,” 
particularly in his comments 
seen as threatening North 
Korea’s dictator. 

In his first full account of 
the Tuesday sacking, Mr. 
Trump homed in on Mr. Bol¬ 
ton’s strained relationship 
with Kim Jong-un, the North 
Korean leader whom Mr. 
Trump frequently describes 
as a friend. 

Mr. Trump said discord 
between him and the haw¬ 


kish adviser goes back to ear¬ 
ly 2018 when Mr. Bolton said 
that the denuclearisation of 
Libya under then leader 
Muammer Qadhafi could be 
a model for North Korea. 

“That was not a good 
statement to make,” Mr. 
Trump told reporters in the 
White House. “Just take a 
look at what happened with 


Qadhafi.” “We were set back 
very badly when John Bolton 
talked about the Libyan mo¬ 
del,” he said. “He’s using that 
to make a deal with North 
Korea?” 

Mr. Trump said that Mr. 
Kim “wanted nothing to do 
with John Bolton” after that 
and “I don’t blame Kim.” 

“That’s not a question of 


being tough, that’s a ques¬ 
tion of being not smart.” 

Mr. Trump said he also 
differed with Mr. Bolton on 
the former UN Ambassador’s 
encouragement of the U.S. 
invasion of Iraq. 

But the relationship in the 
White House became unwor¬ 
kable because of personality 
clashes, the President said. 

“He’s somebody that I ac¬ 
tually had a very good rela¬ 
tionship with, but he wasn’t 
getting along with people in 
the administration who I 
consider very important,” he 
said. 

“You know, John wasn’t in 
line with what we were 
doing.” 

Mr. Trump said he has five 
people in line for the job, 
which he expects to fill next 
week. 


Khashoggi’s last words revealed 


Anger at Netanyahu’s 
annexation pledge 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

CAIRO 

Arab and Muslim countrie- 
son Wednesday led a wave 
of outcry warning of disas¬ 
trous consequences for the 
stagnant Israeli-Palestinian 
peace process, after Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu vowed to annex 
a key part of the occupied 
West Bank if re-elected, 
“The announcement con¬ 
stitutes a dangerous deve¬ 
lopment and a new Israeli 
aggression,” Arab Foreign 
Ministers said. 


They also warned in a 
statement of “the ramifica¬ 
tions of these dangerous, il¬ 
legal and irresponsible” 
moves saying it would “un¬ 
dermine the chances of pro¬ 
gress in the peace process”. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s pledge 
involves extending Israel’s 
sovereignty over the Jordan 
Valley and the northern 
Dead Sea which account for 
one-third of the West Bank if 
he wins next week’s elec¬ 
tions. However, it would not 
include annexing any Pales¬ 
tinian cities. 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

TURKEY 

In his final words, slain Sau¬ 
di journalist Jamal Khashog- 
gi urged his killers not to 
cover his mouth because he 
suffered from asthma and 
could suffocate, according to 
Turkey’s Sabah newspaper. 

Sabah newspaper, which 
is close to Turkey’s govern¬ 
ment, published new details 
of a recording of Khashoggi’s 
conversation with members 
of a Saudi hit squad sent to 
kill him. The paper says the 
recording of Khashoggi’s 
grisly October 2, 2018, kill¬ 
ing at the Saudi Consulate in 



Jamal Khashoggi 


Istanbul was obtained by 
Turkey’s intelligence agency. 

According to the tran¬ 
script, Maher Mutreb, a 
member of the Saudi hit 
squad, tells Khashoggi that 
he has to be taken back to Ri¬ 
yadh because of an Interpol 


order against him. The jour¬ 
nalist objects, saying there is 
no legal case against him. 

Mutreb is later heard say¬ 
ing, “Help us, so that we can 
help you. Because in the 
end, we will take you to Sau¬ 
di Arabia. And if you don’t 
help us, you know what will 
happen in the end.” 

Sabah also published 
Khashoggi’s last words be¬ 
fore he was apparently 
drugged and lost conscious¬ 
ness. “Don’t cover my 
mouth,” he told his killers, 
according to Sabah. “I have 
asthma, don’t do it. You’ll 
suffocate me.” 


California passes Bill that 
will reshape gig economy 

It will enhance contract workers’ rights 


SRIRAM LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON 

In a major legislative deve¬ 
lopment that could have a 
profound impact on the gig 
economy, California’s State 
Senate passed, 29 to 11, a Bill 
requiring ride hailing com¬ 
panies like Uber and Lyft to 
treat their contract workers 
as employees. 

The Bill, which is likely to 
pass the State Assembly and 
get the Governor’s signature 
to become law, will enhance 
workers’ rights, increase 
costs for gig economy com¬ 
panies and potentially have 
knock-on effects in other 
States. 

The Bill, known as AB 5, 
is a consequence of a Cali¬ 
fornia Supreme Court 2018 
ruling on employee status 
and could cost Uber and 
Lyft $3,625 per driver as per 
a report from Barclays, re¬ 
leased in June. 

Various benefits 

Overall, the legislative 
changes could cost Uber 
$500 million and Lyft $290 
million, by giving their 
workers paid leave, mini¬ 
mum wages, health bene¬ 
fits, collective bargaining 
rights and so forth. 

Uber and Lyft have been 
opposed to the Bill and had, 
on August 29, announced a 
$60 million fund to support 
a 2020 State ballot measure 
- a mechanism that asks 



The Bill requires companies 
like Uber to treat contract 
workers as employees. 


eligible voters whether they 
approve or reject a pro¬ 
posed law. 

The companies’ drivers 
work as independent con¬ 
tractors and do not get paid 
medical leave, minimum 
wage and other benefits 
that employees are entitled 
to. Uber and Lyft have said 
that their ballot measure 
would seek to maintain 
drivers in independent con¬ 
tractor status but give them 
some protections and rights 
as regards minimum wage, 
collective bargaining and 
health care. DoorDash - a 
food delivery company - 
said it would contribute $30 
million to the fund. 

The State Assembly will 
vote on AB 5 later this week. 
California Governor Gavin 
Newsom is expected to sign 
the Bill as he has already en¬ 
dorsed it. If passed and 
signed, the Bill will become 
law on January 1. 


China waives 
tariffs on many 
U.S. products 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

BEIJING/ WASHINGTON 

China on Wednesday said 
it would spare a number of 
U.S. products from puni¬ 
tive tariffs in what is seen 
as an olive branch by Beij¬ 
ing in the protracted trade 
war ahead of high-level 
talks next month. 

However, the goods do 
not include big-ticket agri¬ 
cultural items that could be 
crucial to the ultimate suc¬ 
cess of any agreement bet¬ 
ween the two sides, whose 
stand-off is dragging on the 
global economy. 

The exemptions will be¬ 
come effective on Septem¬ 
ber 17 and be valid for a 
year, according to the Cus¬ 
toms Tariff Commission of 
the State Council, which 
released two lists that in¬ 
clude seafood products 
and anti-cancer drugs. 

The lists mark the first 
time Beijing has an¬ 
nounced products to be ex¬ 
cluded from tariffs. The 
gesture lifted equities mar¬ 
kets long buffeted by the 
ups and downs in the con¬ 
flict now entering its se¬ 
cond year. 

U.S. President Donald 
Trump welcomed the deci¬ 
sion on Wednesday. “It was 
a big move,” Mr. Trump 
told reporters at the White 
House. 

He reiterated that Beij¬ 
ing was under pressure to 
strike a bargain as its eco¬ 
nomy weakens, which he 
attributed to U.S. actions. 
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■ ACROSS 

1 Father’s straight test to first 
cattle farmer (11) 

9 Sense some of the small 

amount is lost (7) 

10 Writer and worker holding 
diamond ornament (7) 

11 Central tray has the thing - a 
dish from India (5) 



(set by Gridman) 


12 Check learner dropping copy 

4 A faulty gun - his - causes 

(9) 

woe (7) 

13 Large mammal's joint by river 

5 Suggests one member utters 

(5) 

falsehood (7) 

15 The man's tales merge into 

6 Some squat on gangway for 

accounts of the past (9) 

vehicle (5) 

18 Compel boss to get fastener 

7 Church leaves one central 

(5,4) 

vicary (8) 

21 Delete article in Gaelic (5) 

8 Surprise greatly by heads-up 
(4) 

22 Knock down hospital in open 
fight (9) 

14 Dispatched beforehand some 
select gifts (8) 

24 Investigators with journalist 
are in place (5) 

16 People outside city have extra 
parts exchanged (9) 

26 One Goth moving and moving 
constantly (2,3,2) 

17 PET massed around old 
relatives (9) 

27 Pig and mare portrayed in a 
pithy statement (7) 

19 Disgust of gentleman over 
run-out(4-3) 

28 Lighters of mine? (6,5) 

20 Wide stretches on eastern 

■ DOWN 

street are maximally damp 
(7) 

1 Irish prop provided for church 

22 Bob and Joe lose their heads 

post (9) 

as it is played (4) 

2 Sanely all kids took it initially 

23 Hardy girl clasps tip of rugged 

as woman manifestation (5) 

lock (5) 

3 Egg-bearing Di dropped out of 

25 Monotonous sound that runs 

avoirdupois programme (9) 

me down by half (5) 
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Bhakti alone matters 

Yogiswara Hari, son of Rishhabadeva, tells King Nimi about 
the sins that Bhagavatas will never commit, said P.T. Sesha- 
dri, in a discourse. They will not discriminate between Bha¬ 
gavatas on any grounds, whatsoever. He who practises such 
discrimination will go to naraka, says Hari. They will not 
treat anyone as inferior, on the basis of the body that an at- 
ma inhabits. In other words, whether one is a man, or wo¬ 
man, or asura, or rakshasa, there will be no difference in the 
way a Bhagavata treats them. A devotee may be young or 
old. But a true Bhagavata does not mock any of them. A de¬ 
votee may be in any of the four asramas - he may be a Brah- 
machari, a grihastha, a vanaprastha or a sanyasi. This is im¬ 
material to the Bhagavata. 

One example of a grihastha having total attachment to the 
Lord is Kooratazhvan. In fact, his wife and sons were equally 
devoted to the Lord. A devotee may have some physical in¬ 
firmity. But a Bhagavata does not make fun of him for this 
reason. Looking down upon someone because of his physi¬ 
cal appearance is a sin a Bhagavata will not commit. There 
was an Araiyar in Srirangam temple, whose eyesight was not 
good, because of his age. He used to keep a salagrama in a 
box along with betel leaves and areca nuts. Because he 
could not see well, he would often put the salagrama into his 
mouth, thinking it was an areca nut. Realising it was his Sa¬ 
lagrama, he would then wash it and put it back in the box. 

The priest of the temple said it was a sin to put the sacred 
Salagrama into his mouth. The Araiyar then gave the Sala¬ 
grama to the priest. But that night, the Lord appeared in the 
priest’s dream, and said that though the priest looked after 
Him well, He preferred to be in the Araiyar’s betel box! So, 
the Lord showed to Him that bhakti alone matters. 
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Tax authorities to file special 
appeal even for small cases 

I-T Dept, detects evasions specifically designed to fall below threshold for appeals 



Off the mark: The review to raise the Limits, in early August, 
created some problems, says an official. ■ k. murallkumar 



Red signal: SEBI had expressed reservations on raising the 
minimum public holding in listed entities to 35%. -reuters 


NRI-FPI investments 
merger on ‘long route’ 

‘Various regulators need to deliberate’ 


I MARKET WATCH 1 


11-09-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 

37,271 

0.34 

US Dollar. 

71.66 

0.06 

Brent oil 

61.05 

-2.69 


NIFTY 50 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

373.35 

.3.80 

Asian Paints 

1561.45 

20.85 

Axis Bank 

681.70 

10.15 

Bajaj Auto 

2908.40 

90.60 

Bajaj Finserv 

7354.20 

30.25 

Bajaj Finance 

3416.40 

-20.95 

Bharti Airtel 

355.10 

-1.35 

BPCL 

386.10 

4.10 

Britannia Ind 

2666.40 

-16.30 

Cipla 

471.80 

-3.20 

Coal India 

196.70 

-2.65 

Dr Reddys Lab 

2761.00 

11.80 

Eicher Motors 

17013.65 

806.90 

GAIL (India) 

128.45 

-3.70 

Grasim Ind 

711.50 

5.75 

HCL Tech 

1 .. 1057.70 

-26.70 

HDFC 

2071.85 

7.60 

HDFC Bank 

2251.30 

1.70 

Hero MotoCorp 

2760.15 

68.55 

Hindalco 

193.45 

4.20 

Hind Unilever 

1824.30 

-9.75 

Indiabulls HFL 

431.45 

6.85 

ICICI Bank 

394.60 

-0.85 

Induslnd Bank 

1372.15 

37.15 

Bharti Infratel 

253.20 

0.25 

Infosys 

820.10 

-9.00 

Indian OilCorp 

126.05 

-0.60 

ITC 

243.75 

-1.75 

JSW Steel 

227.70 

8.20 

Kotak Bank 

1475.20 

3.90 

L&T 

1363.65 

6.65 

M&M 

545.75 

13.20 

Maruti Suzuki 

6597.30 

261.80 

NTPC 

124.50 

-1.85 

ONGC 

125.75 

-3.65 

PowerGrid Corp 

201.40 

-1.50 

Reliance Ind 

1234.40 

12.20 

State Bank 

285.25 

7.25 

Sun Pharma 

422.20 

-6.60 

Tata Motors 

134.35 

12.45 

Tata Steel 

367.05 

13.25 

TCS 

2154.00 

-28.85 

Tech Mahindra 

703.70 

-9.20 

Titan 

1101.05 

12.70 

UltraTech Cement 

3903.40 

-2.20 

UPL 

577.70 

-9.75 

Vedanta 

146.30 

5.05 

Wipro 

248.15 

-7.45 

YES Bank 

71.60 

8.50 

Zee Entertainment. 

. 354.45 

.-8.50 


EXCHANGE RATES 

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on September 11 

CURRENCY 

TT BUY 

TT SELL 

US Dollar. 

...71.45.. 

71.77 

Euro. 

...78.61.. 

78.97 

British Pound. 

88.22. 

88.63 

Japanese Yen (100). 

66.34 

66.63 

Chinese Yuan. 

... 10.04.. 

10.09 

Swiss Franc. 

...71.87.. 

72.19 

Singapore Dollar. 

...51.79.. 

52.02 

Canadian Dollar. 

...54.35.. 

.54.60 

Malaysian Ringitt. 

... 17.10.. 

17.20 


Source:lndian Bank 


IN BRIEF 


Yes Bank shares soar on 
Kapoor stake sale report 

MUMBAI 

Yes Bank's shares soared 
13.5% to £71.60 on the BSE 
on Wednesday after media 
reports that its co-founder 
Rana Kapoor was planning to 
sell his stake in the bank. 
According to the reports, Mr. 
Kapoor and family hold 
9.64% stake in the bank and 
are in talks with Paytm to 
sell the stake. Mr. Kapoor 
was the MD & CEO of Yes 
Bank, and his term ended in 
January 2019, after the RBI 
declined to extend his term 
for three years even after the 
board had endorsed it. 


TCA S HARAD RAGHAVAN 

NEW DELHI 

The Income Tax Depart¬ 
ment’s decision last month 
to increase the monetary li¬ 
mit for the cases below 
which it could not appeal the 
court’s decision has some¬ 
what backfired - it is now 
detecting a lot of organised 
tax evasions, specifically de¬ 
signed to fall below that 
threshold. 

The Department has is¬ 
sued a circular saying it 
would file special appeals in 
cases falling below the 
threshold, if it feels there is 
evidence of deliberate tax 
avoidance, an official in the 
Finance Ministry told The 
Hindu. 

“The Income Tax Depart¬ 
ment periodically reviews 
the monetary limits for the 
filing of its appeals before 
the Income Tax Appellate 
Tribunal (ITAT), the High 
Courts, and the Supreme 
Court,” the official said. “The 


last review was to increase 
these limits, in early August. 
But maybe this increase has 
created some problems.” 

The August increase in the 
limits was a drastic one, dou¬ 
bling them for some cases, 
and more than doubling 
them for others. The floor 
for filing appeals in the ITAT 
was increased from ?20 lakh 
to £50 lakh. The limit for ap¬ 


pealing against a High Court 
order was increased to £ 
crore from ?50 lakh. Similar¬ 
ly, the limit for appealing 
against a Supreme Court or¬ 
der was increased to £2 crore 
from £ crore. 

“The Income Tax Depart¬ 
ment has noticed that there 
are a large number of cases 
where there has been organ¬ 
ised tax evasion using bogus 

Auto sales dip 
may not be 
due to Ola, 
Uber: Maruti 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

GUWAHATI 

Millennial opting for ride 
hailing services like Ola 
and Uber may not be that 
strong a factor for the cur¬ 
rent slowdown in auto 
sales and a detailed study 
is needed to arrive at any 
conclusion to the contrary, 
according to a top official 
of Maruti Suzuki India 
(MSI). 

Ownership pattern in In¬ 
dia still has not changed 
and people purchase cars 
with an ‘aspirational as¬ 
pect,’ MSI executive direc¬ 
tor (marketing and sales) 
Shashank Srivastava said. 

On Tuesday, Finance Mi¬ 
nister Nirmala Sitharaman 
had said a change in the 
mindset of millennial, 
who now prefer Ola and 
Uber instead of committing 
to monthly instalments to 
own a car, was among the 
factors responsible for the 
slowdown in auto sector. 


long-term capital gains and 
short-term capital gains on 
penny stocks,” the official 
added. “In some cases, the 
judicial authority has ruled 
in favour of the department, 
but in others, we feel that 
not enough due considera¬ 
tion was given to the provi¬ 
sions of the law or the facts 
of the case.” 

In such cases, the tax 
authorities have no re¬ 
course, since the cases fall 
below the threshold for 
appeals. 

“In this context, it was de¬ 
cided that we would issue a 
circular that would allow us 
to file a special appeal to the 
ITAT, High Courts, and Su¬ 
preme Court, even if the 
case was smaller than the 
prescribed thresholds, for 
cases involving suspected or¬ 
ganised tax evasion,” the of¬ 
ficial added. The Income Tax 
Department has since issued 
that circular and has sent it 
to all tax officials. 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

India’s oil demand will rise 
at the fastest pace globally 
this year and the next, even 
as its economic expansion 
has slowed down, oil pro¬ 
ducers’ cartel OPEC said on 
Wednesday. 

In its monthly ‘World Oil 
Demand’ report, OPEC said 
India’s oil demand is pro¬ 
jected to rise by 3.21% to 
4.88 million barrels per day 
(mb/d) in 2019 from 4.73 
mb/d in the previous year. 
In 2020, it will further rise 
by 3.36% to 5.05 mb/d. 

This outpaces China’s oil 
demand growth of 2.73% in 
2019 and 2.37% in 2020. 

U.S., biggest consumer 

China, however, is the 
world’s second-biggest oil 
consumer at 13.06 mb/d in 
2019, behind only the U.S. 
whose consumption is pro¬ 
jected at 20.94 mb/d. 

World oil demand in 2019 
is expected to grow by 1.02 


Bond yields 
harden 10 bps 
to 6.68% 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Yields on sovereign bonds 
hardened on Wednesday, 
on rising oil prices and 
higher U.S. treasury yields. 

The yield on the 10-year 
benchmark government 
bond ended at 6.68% on 
Wednesday compared to 
its previous close of 6.58%. 

Brent crude futures, the 
global oil benchmark, rose 
0.93% to trade at $62.96 
per barrel. 

Rising oil prices could 
impact the country’s fiscal 
deficit adversely. 

Bonds yields hardened 
despite the dovish stance 
of the Reserve Bank of In¬ 
dia, which had maintained 
that supporting growth 
would be its top priority. 

Meanwhile, the rupee 
ended 5 paise higher 
against the dollar at 71.66 - 
the fifth straight session of 
gain. 

The Indian currency 
was able to cut early losses 
after equities gained and 
on the back of strong Asian 
currencies. 



mb/d, which is 0.08 mb/d 
lower than the previous pro¬ 
jection, OPEC said. 

“The drop can be attri¬ 
buted to weaker-than-ex- 
pected data in 1H19 from va¬ 
rious global demand centres 
and slower economic 
growth projections for the 
remainder of the year,” 
OPEC said. 

India’s economy grew at 
slower than expected 5% in 
April-June, compared with 
8% in the same quarter of 
2018, and 5.8% in 
January-March. 


ASHIS H RUKHAIYAR 

MUMBAI 

In her maiden Union Budget 
in July, Finance Minister Nir¬ 
mala Sitharaman, an¬ 
nounced various capital 
market initiatives including 
a higher public holding in all 
listed companies and merg¬ 
er of the investment routes 
for foreign portfolio inves¬ 
tors (FPIs) and non-resident 
Indians (NRIs). 

However, implementa¬ 
tion of the proposals is likely 
to take a long time due to 
the large number of stake¬ 
holders involved and also 
possible concerns that 
could be raised by the va¬ 
rious regulators involved in 
executing the government 
decision. 

While the Securities and 
Exchange Board of India 
(SEBI) had already ex¬ 
pressed its reservations on 
raising the minimum public 
holding to 35% - as pro¬ 
posed in the Budget - from 
the current stipulated 25%, 
it has now emerged that the 
proposed merger of the NRI- 
FPI route would also be a 
long-drawn process since 
various modalities need to 
be worked out between the 
capital markets regulator 
and the Reserve Bank of In¬ 
dia (RBI), along with the De¬ 
partment of Economic Af¬ 
fairs (DEA). 

Convergence of trio 

“The proposal requires de¬ 
liberations between DEA, 
RBI and SEBI to work out 
the modalities. As and when 
these are finalised, the ne¬ 
cessary action, as may be re¬ 
quired to be taken by SEBI, 
would be taken separately 
in due course,” said a SEBI 
paper that was presented to 
the board of the regulatory 
body. Experts believe that 


while the merger of the NRI 
and FPI investment route 
would make the regulatory 
framework more investor- 
friendly, it may require the 
RBI to part with the Portfo¬ 
lio Investment Scheme (PIS) 
regulations and hand them 
over to the markets regula¬ 
tor, which could delay the 
implementation. 

“No regulator likes to 
part with its jurisdiction or 
subjects that are under its 
purview,” a lawyer specialis¬ 
ing in securities market reg¬ 
ulations said. 

“If the two regulators can 
sit together and work out 
the transition seamlessly, 
then it can be achieved, but 
it is easier said than done,” 
he added, wishing not to be 
named. 

Ms. Sitharaman, while 
presenting the Union Bud¬ 
get, proposed merging the 
NRI-Portfolio Investment 
Scheme route with the Fo¬ 
reign Portfolio Investment 
route to “provide NRIs with 
seamless access to Indian 
equities.” 

e No’ to raising float 

The budgetary proposal of 
increasing public float in all 
listed entities to 35% has al¬ 
ready met with some objec¬ 
tions by the capital markets 
watchdog. 

Addressing the media on 
August 21, SEBI chairman 
Ajay Tyagi said that there 
were many issues, including 
the implications, that need¬ 
ed to be examined before 
deciding to increase the pu¬ 
blic float. 

Almost half of the listed, 
government-owned entities 
did not even meet the cur¬ 
rent requirement of 25% pu¬ 
blic holding and had been 
given time till August 2020 
to comply, he added. 


Airtel to offer Xstream 
Fibre at 0,999 a month 

Broadband can be accessed at 1 Gbps 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Bharti Airtel on Wednesday 
launched the Airtel Xstream 
Fibre that will offer users ac¬ 
cess to broadband services a 
speed of 1 Gbps for £>,999 a 
month. 

The announcement 
comes a week after rival Re¬ 
liance Jio launched its Jio 
Fiber, offering a minimum 
of 100 Mbps speed with a 
starting plan of £599. The 
company had also an¬ 
nounced plans for offering 1 
Gbps speed starting from 
£1,999 a month. 

Bharti Airtel said its 
Xstream Fibre service will 
be available to homes, SO¬ 
HO (small office home of¬ 
fice) and small commercial 
establishments in Delhi, 
Gurgaon, Faridabad, Noida, 
Ghaziabad, Mumbai, Pune, 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, 
Chennai, Chandigarh, Kol- 
kata, Indore, Jaipur and Ah- 
medabad, from Wednesday. 

Over the coming months, 


The product is for 
W connected 

premises where 
multiple users and 
devices are online 
concurrently 

Airtel Xstream Fibre would 
be rolled out in more mar¬ 
kets, it added. 

The connection will be 
bundled with unlimited lan¬ 
dline calls to any network in 
India along with benefits 
such as three months’ Net- 
flix subscription gift, one- 
year Amazon Prime mem¬ 
bership and access to premi¬ 
um content from ZEE5 and 
Airtel Xstream app. 

Sameer Batra, CEO - 
Broadband, Bharti Airtel, 
said: “With growing prolifer¬ 
ation of 4K HD content, 
high-end online gaming and 
IoT, we have introduced the 
1 Gbps Airtel Xstream Fibre 
for connected homes and 
premises where multiple us¬ 
ers and devices are online 
concurrently.” 


‘India’s oil demand to rise 
at fastest pace globally’ 

OPEC lowers global growth estimate 


Finance Minister assures 
industry of‘all possible steps’ 

Sitharaman seeks inputs from corporates on ground reality 



Allaying fears: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that 
not all was doom and gloom, -sandeep saxena 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

Union Finance Minister Nir¬ 
mala Sitharaman assured 
the industry of possible 
measures to address sector- 
wise challenges, as well as a 
major push to infrastruc¬ 
ture, in an informal meeting 
with industry captains from 
Tamil Nadu on Wednesday. 

The objective of the meet¬ 
ing was to get a sense of 
ground reality, amid the cur¬ 
rent economic slowdown, 
across various industrial 
sectors of the economy. 

K.M. Mammen, executive 
director-chairperson, MRF, 
N. Srinivasan, vice-chair¬ 
man and MD, India Ce¬ 
ments, T.T. Srinivasaragha- 
van, managing director, 
Sundaram Finance, Srivats 
Ram of Wheels India, Gopal 
Mahadevan of Ashok Ley- 
land, R.G. Chandramogan of 
Hatson Agro, Arun Jain of In¬ 
tellect Design Arena, Su- 
nitha Reddy of Apollo Hospi¬ 
tals, P. Venketrama Raja of 
Ramco Group, Sanjay Jaya- 
varthanavelu of LMW, T. 
Kannan of Thiagarajar Mills 
and Indian Bank MD Padma- 
ja Chunduru, among others, 
attended the meet. 

According to sources, Mr. 
Srinivasan said cement was 
the barometer of economy 
like the housing stocks in the 
U.S. 

“After a long downturn, 
cement industry clocked 
strong double digit growth 
in FY19 with higher capacity 
utilisation. If the big ticket 



infra investments of £00 
lakh crore over five years are 
implemented along with the 
housing schemes, the de¬ 
mand will improve,” he told 
the Minister in the meeting. 

‘Thrust on exports’ 

“The textile industry now 
has huge excess capacity in 
the country. A major thrust 
needs to be given to exports, 
especially taking advantage 
of the trade war between 
the U.S. and China. On be¬ 
half of the industry, I re¬ 
quested the the Merchan¬ 
dise Export from India 
Scheme to be continued un¬ 
til March,” T. Kannan, chair¬ 
man, Thiagarajar Mills, said. 

He has also suggested that 
Chinese investments should 
be attracted in the textile 
sector, which would help re¬ 
duce the trade imbalance. 

“She [the Minister] was 
not in denial mode that 
there are challenges but also 
said that not all was doom 



and gloom. There are many 
sectors that are doing well,” 
said an official, who was part 
of the meeting. 

The automotive industry 
reiterated its demand for 
GST rate cuts to revive 
demand. 

“The fact that she has had 
a face-to-face interaction 
with industrialists from a 
wide range of sectors and is 
open to listening to the in¬ 
dustry view is a positive de¬ 
velopment and augurs well 
for the future,” he added. 

The Minister also assured 
attendees that the views and 
suggestions from the indus¬ 
try leaders would be used as 
inputs by the task force that 
was looking into the issues. 

“She wanted to listen to 
views across the sectors and 
gave enough time to address 
our views. However, she did 
not commit any specific 
measures,” said another offi¬ 
cial who attended the meet¬ 
ing. 



Bombay HC quashes I-T 
order, waives interest 
payable by Ultratech 

Division bench cites CBDT circular 


SONA M SAIGAL 

MUMBAI 

The Bombay High Court re¬ 
cently quashed an order 
passed by the Chief Com¬ 
missioner (CC) of Income 
Tax (I-T) and waived interest 
payable by Ultratech Ce¬ 
ment under 234C (interest 
for deferment of advance 
tax) of the Income Tax Act. 

The order was passed by 
a division bench after hear¬ 
ing a plea filed by Ultratech 
Cement challenging an or¬ 
der passed on November 
30,2018 by the commission¬ 
er rejecting the company’s 
application for waiver of in¬ 
terest under Section 234C of 
the I-T Act. 

Ultratech is a successor of 
Samruddhi Cement Limit¬ 
ed, incorporated on Sep¬ 
tember 4,2009 as a subsidi¬ 
ary of Grasim Industries 
Limited. Grasim desired to 
demerge its cement unit 
which would be taken over 
by Samruddhi. 

Grasim paid advance tax 
on its profit of the cement 
business on two occasions. 

The scheme was duly not¬ 
ified and became effective 
from May 18,2010. 

An assessment order was 
passed which took into ac¬ 
count advance tax paid by 
Grasim which was adjusted 
against its tax liability giving 
rise to a refund. 

However, Samruddhi had 
not paid advance tax instal¬ 
ments on two dates. 

Samruddhi contended 


that the advance tax was not 
deposited on account of im¬ 
possibility. It therefore filed 
an application before the CC 
of I-T seeking a waiver of 
interest. 

The court said, “Grasim 
continued to discharge tax 
liability and paid advance 
tax. On account of demerg¬ 
er, Grasim never claimed 
benefit of such advance tax, 
instead, Samruddhi claimed 
credit thereof.” 

The bench remarked, 
“We find that the Commis¬ 
sioner committed a serious 
error in rejecting the appli¬ 
cation for waiver of interest. 
The impugned order is 
quashed and the respon¬ 
dents shall waive interest 
payable under 234C of the 
Act in terms of the CBDT Cir¬ 
cular. Consequently, if such 
interest is already reco¬ 
vered, the same would be¬ 
come refundable.” 

The CBDT in a circular 
dated June 26, 2006, direct¬ 
ing that the CC of I-T may re¬ 
duce or waive interest 
charged under Sections 
234A, 234B or 234C of the 
Act in case income chargea¬ 
ble to I-T is received or ac¬ 
crued after the due date of 
payment of the first or sub¬ 
sequent instalments of ad¬ 
vance tax, and which was 
neither anticipated nor con¬ 
templated by the taxpayer, 
and the advance tax on such 
income is paid in the re¬ 
maining instalment or 
instalments. 
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Honda launches BS-VI 
compliant Activa 125 

NEW DELHI 

Honda Motorcycle & Scooter 
India (HMSI) on Wednesday 
launched the BS-VI 
compliant version of Activa 
125 starting from ?67,490 
(ex-showroom Delhi). Minoru 
Kato, president, CEO & MD, 
HMSI, said, "With the new 
Activa 125 BS-VI, we have 
taken a leap ahead in the 
industry leading the next 
revolution powered by 
superior technology." Activa 
125 BS-VI will be available in 
three variants in four colours. 

Dr. Reddy's launches 
generic of Emend in U.S. 

HYDERABAD 

Pharma major Dr. Reddy's 
Laboratories on Wednesday 
said it had launched 
Fosaprepitant for injection, 
the therapeutic generic 
equivalent of Emend 
(fosaprepitant) for injection, 
in the U.S. A trademark of 
Merck Sharp & Dohme Corp, 
Emend is indicated to 
prevent nausea and vomiting 
caused by chemotherapy. 
Fosaprepitant for injection is 
available in 150 mg single¬ 
dose vial for reconstitution, a 
release from Dr. Reddy's said. 

Tata Motors' wholesales 
drop 32% in August 

MUMBAI 

The Tata Motors Group's 
global wholesales in August 
2019, including Jaguar Land 
Rover (JLR), stood at 72,464 
units, lower by 32% over 
August 2018. Global 
wholesales of all commercial 
vehicles and Tata Daewoo 
range in August 2019 were at 
25,366 units, lower by 45%. 
Global wholesales of all 
passenger vehicles in August 
2019 were at 47,098 units, 
lower by 22%. Global 
wholesales for JLR were 
39,615 vehicles, the firm said. 


NCLAT junks Empee director plea 

Purushothaman sought the setting aside of bankruptcy proceedings against firm 



No relief: Shaji Purushothaman offered to settle claims of all 
the creditors, -r-ravindran 


Premji, trust sell U.716 cr. 
Wipro shares via buy-back 

Promoters offload ?7,300-crore stake 


SANJAY VIJAYAKUMAR 

CHENNAI 

The National Company Law 
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT), 
New Delhi, has junked an ap¬ 
peal filed by Shaji Purush¬ 
othaman, director, Empee 
Distilleries Ltd., who had 
sought the setting aside of 
the bankruptcy proceedings 
against the company. 

The Chennai Bench of the 
National Company Law Tri¬ 
bunal (NCLT) had admitted 
insolvency proceedings 
against Empee Distilleries on 
November 1, 2018, in a case 
filed by Union Bank of India. 

CoC nod for plan 

The committee of creditors 
(CoC) had unanimously ap¬ 
proved the resolution plan 
by SNJ Distillers and submit¬ 
ted it to NCLT for approval, 
which was pending. In the 


meantime, Mr. Purushotha¬ 
man moved a miscellaneous 
application before NCLT 
seeking dismissal of the in¬ 
solvency petition and offer¬ 
ing to settle claims of all the 
creditors. However, the 
NCLT dismissed that peti¬ 


tion, against which he 
moved the NCLAT. 

According to the resolu¬ 
tion professional’s filing with 
the exchanges, the total 
claims made by financial and 
operational creditors were 
over ^1,350 crore while the 


claims admitted were about 
^469.31 crore. The financial 
creditors claimed about ?335 
crore while the amount ad¬ 
mitted was 002.73 crore. 
The admitted claims of fi¬ 
nancial creditors were - 
H48.45 crore from Edelweiss 
Asset Reconstruction Com¬ 
pany, 08.05 crore from 
Andhra Bank,04.46 crore 
from IDBI Trusteeship Ser¬ 
vices and ^11.34 crore from 
the Union Bank of India. 

The NCLAT said it was not 
inclined to issue any specific 
direction and told Mr. Pu¬ 
rushothaman to move an ap¬ 
plication for settling the 
claims of all the creditors. 

“The CoC may decide 
whether such a proposal for 
settlement is better than the 
resolution plan approved by 
it and may pass appropriate 
order,” the NCLAT said. 


Sanofi India to 
sell facility 
to Zentiva 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Pharma major Sanofi India 
has decided to sell its facil¬ 
ity in Ankleshwar, Gujarat 
to Zentiva India. 

The board of directors of 
Sanofi India Ltd. (SIL) has 
approved a transaction for 
slump sale and transfer of 
its manufacturing facility 
at Ankleshwar, Gujarat to 
Zentiva and its legal entity 
in India, Zentiva Private 
Ltd., for ^261.7 crore, the 
company said in a 
statement. 

In 2018, Zentiva, which 
was Sanofi’s European ge¬ 
nerics business, was sold 
to Advent International as 
part of a global transac¬ 
tion. 

The Ankleshwar site is 
Sanofi’s oldest manufactur¬ 
ing facility in India. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

BENGALURU 

Wipro founder Azim Premji, 
Azim Premji Trust and other 
promoter groups together 
have sold more than 22.46 
crore shares worth more 
than ?7,300 crore during 
the Wipro buy-back offer 
that closed towards the end 
of last month. 

Mr. Premji and Azim 
Premji Trust together, ex¬ 
cluding the promoter 
groups, sold 5.28 crore 
shares worth more than 
H,716 crore. 

Wipro said it had bought 
back 32.3 crore equity 
shares under the buy-back 
scheme at Z325 apiece. 

The total amount utilised 
was about H0,499.99 crore, 
said the tech major in a 
stock exchange filing on 


Wednesday. 

As per the filing, 4.05 
crore shares from Azim 
Premji Trust and 1.22 crore 
shares from Azim Premji 
were accepted under the 
buyback offer. Over 1.34 
crore shares were sold by 
Life Insurance Corporation 
of India during the process, 
the filing said. 

Wipro’s ^10,500-crore 
buy-back had opened for 
subscription on August 14 
and closed on August 28. 
The company wanted to buy 
back up to 32.30 crore 
shares, representing 5.35% 
of its total paid-up equity 
capital, at Z325 a share. 

Post the buy-back, the 
promoter group now holds 
74.05% stake in Wipro, as 
per the stock exchange 
filing. 


Cyient to supply avionics 
products to U.K. company 

Signs pact with defence firm QinetiQ 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

HYDERABAD 

Engineering and technology 
solutions company Cyient 
has signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
with U.K. defence technolo¬ 
gy firm QinetiQ’s Target Sys¬ 
tems (QTS) to supply avion¬ 
ics products for the latter’s 
unmanned target systems. 

Cyient will provide ad¬ 
vanced manufacturing and 
electronics engineering so¬ 
lutions for QTS’ range of un¬ 
manned air, land, and sea 
target systems from its facil¬ 
ities in India, a statement 
from the Hyderabad-head¬ 
quartered company said on 
Wednesday. 

Stating that QTS is a lead¬ 
er in unmanned air, land 
and sea targets for live-fire 


training, test and evaluation 
exercises, senior VP, aeros¬ 
pace and defence at Cyient, 
Anand Parameswaran said 
“the partnership would al¬ 
low us to support the ‘Make 
in India’ initiative by build¬ 
ing critical subsystems for 
QTS products out of our ma¬ 
nufacturing facilities. 

“While we will initiate the 
collaboration with making 
avionics products, Cyient’s 
comprehensive design, 
build, and maintain portfo¬ 
lio will be leveraged for oth¬ 
er purposes as well. We can 
deliver world-class aeros¬ 
pace engineering solutions 
and leverage our award-win¬ 
ning productivity and inno¬ 
vation framework to sup¬ 
port QTS’ products in 
India,” he said. 


‘Parliament 
must debate 
slowdown’ 


Amazon doubles delivery 
stations to meet demand 

E-commerce major expands presence to 750 cities 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHENNAI 

The Forum of Free Enter¬ 
prise (Forum) has called 
for a special session of Par¬ 
liament to debate the eco¬ 
nomic challenges being 
faced by the country. 

The Forum, in a state¬ 
ment, said the session 
must listen to voices from 
the key sectors of the eco¬ 
nomy, including industry 
and agriculture on what is 
required to put India on a 
higher growth trajectory. 

It expressed its concern 
about the economic slow¬ 
down, saying this would 
impact India’s ambition of 
becoming a $5-trillion eco¬ 
nomy by 2024. The Forum 
also exhorted the govern¬ 
ment to promote skill deve¬ 
lopment expeditiously. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

E-commerce major Amazo- 
n.in has announced signifi¬ 
cant expansion of its deliv¬ 
ery network in India to cater 
to enhanced festive demand 
and ensure timely delivery 
of products. 

It has doubled the pre¬ 
sence of its delivery service 
partner network with more 
than 1,400 delivery stations 
put up in 750 cities. Last 
year, this number was 700 in 
500 cities. 

With this, Amazon India 
has doubled its direct deliv¬ 
ery presence in States such 
as Andhra Pradesh, Assam, 
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Maha¬ 
rashtra, Gujarat, Jharkhand 
and West Bengal. 


amazon 


The service partner pro¬ 
gramme is one of the last- 
mile models by Amazon 
wherein more than 250 en¬ 
trepreneurs across the coun¬ 
try have partnered with the 
company to provide local 
distribution services at plac¬ 
es including smaller towns 
such as Anand, Cuddapah, 
Azamgarh, Kodagu, Hamir- 


pur, Koraput and Solan. In 
less than three months, the 
company has also expanded 
the Amazon Flex pro¬ 
gramme to seven cities, al¬ 
lowing individuals to create 
their own schedule and earn 
H20-H40 per hour, deliver¬ 
ing packages for Amazon. 

It has also expanded its 
Easy Ship programme that 
enables sellers to use the 
Amazon delivery network to 
ship products directly to 
customers. The programme 
has over five lakh sellers. 

“We have significantly 
scaled our delivery pro¬ 
grammes and widened our 
direct delivery network,” 
said Akhil Saxena, vice-pre¬ 
sident, India Customer Ful¬ 
filment, Amazon India. 






Strides buys 
majority stake 
in Swiss firm 


LALA TENDU MISHRA 

MUMBAI 

Strides Pharma Global Pte 
Ltd. (SPG), a step-down 
subsidiary of Strides Phar¬ 
ma Science Ltd., has ac¬ 
quired a majority stake in 
Fairmed Healthcare AG 
(Fairmed), a Switzerland- 
based company with a 
portfolio of high-quality 
generic products encom¬ 
passing prescription and 
over-the-counter drugs 
across several therapeutic 
segments. 

Under the terms of the 
agreement, SPG will hold 
70% of the issued capital of 
Fairmed. Strides has in¬ 
fused Swiss Franc 2.2 mil¬ 
lion into the entity in lieu 
of the equity stake. 

Fairmed had a net sales 
of €5.8 million in CY18. 
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On a roll Aman says streaming 
platforms and webseries are game 
changers ■ gpsampath kumar 



FIGHT 

temptation... 

.By binge-watching shows and indulging in 
that luscious brownie, says Zeenat Aman 


MINI ANTHIKAD CHHIBBER 

Zeenat Aman has always been a 
trend setter. In the 1970s and early 
‘80s, mainstream cinema was 
strictly binary: Bollywood leading 
ladies were pure as the driven 
snow, while the ‘vamps’ knocked 
back Scotch on the rocks while 
blowing sexy smoke rings and 
shimmying around stick-in-the- 
mud heroes. The characters Zee¬ 
nat played changed things around 
with their choices, their clothes, 
and even their accents. 

So you had flower child Janice/ 
Jasbeer from Hare Rama Hare 
Krishna (1971) choosing to stay 
with hippies rather than her dys¬ 
functional family, and Sheetal in 
Roti Kapda aur Malcaan choosing 
the rich Mohan Babu (a dashing 
Shashi Kapoor) over her grim, un¬ 
employed boyfriend Bharat (Ma- 
noj Kumar). 

Forty years later 

Things have changed and yet re- 


IN OUR BACKYARD 


mained the same for 
the lovely Ms Aman. “I 
was one of the first pe¬ 
ople to work on a web 
series three or four 
years ago, before eve¬ 
rybody else jumped 
on the bandwagon,” 
she says with a laugh. 

“It is called Love , Life 
& Screw Ups. We 
have just completed 
Season 2. The two 
seasons are going to 
be re-released 
together.” 

Admitting that 
streaming platforms 
are a game changer, 
the 67-year-old says, 

“People who were 
not getting work in 
mainstream cinema, 
or those who have ar¬ 
tistic talent or are theatrically in¬ 
clined, are now getting the oppor¬ 
tunity to do great work. There are 
earthy scripts being written, and 



Women have 
always wanted to 
lookattractive.lt 
is inherent in 
every girl, to want 
that extra sparkle 
in her eyes, extra 
shine in her hair 
and bounce in her 
walk 



some great per¬ 
formances 
happening.” 
The ‘Baat 
Ban Jaye’ girl 
says she is 
guilty of 
binge watch¬ 
ing. “I was 
reading an ar¬ 
ticle which said 
it is so unhealthy 
to binge watch. You 
are sleep deprived, it af¬ 
fects your health. You are 
watching till 2, 3, 4 in the 
morning and you cannot 
stop. But I recently 
watched Queer Eye.” 
The star has also 
watched Season 1 of 
Sacred Games. “I 
found it impactful. I am 
kind of looking forward 
to Season 2, even though it 
has mixed reports.” 

Relax and grow older 

Zeenat believes in positive 
ageing. “Relax, and enjoy it. It 
is inevitable. Science has come 
such a long way. People are 
aware now about what to eat, 
about the probiotics in your in¬ 
testine (laughs), the right sup¬ 
plements, your calcium, vita¬ 
min D, vitamin B12... People are 
well informed. It is much easier to 
grow old at this point in time.” 

She goes through phases in her 
approach to healthy living, she 
adds. “There are times when I am 
very, very diligent and there 
are times when I 
sort of fall off 


the wagon a bit.” Her eyes light up 
as she says, “Eating desserts and 
not exercising and having that real¬ 
ly nice, luscious brownie...” 

Plastic surgery, Zeenat says, “Is 
there for the taking. I have no is¬ 
sues with it. If people want to im¬ 
prove the way they look, the way 
they present themselves, more 
power to them. If you are with a 
good surgeon, and there are no 
major health risks, why not? Now 
that I am at the age that I am, I 
would definitely consider it.” 

The actor adds, “Women have 
always wanted to look attractive. 
Irrespective of Instagram. It is in¬ 
herent in every girl, to want that 
extra sparkle in her eyes, extra 
shine in her hair and bounce in her 
walk.” Zeenat says it is a cause for 
concern only, “If it is the be all and 
end all of your life. It should be a 
part of your identity and not be 
your identity.” 

At home 

Zeenat is a doting mom to her two 
sons Azaan and Zahaan Khan. 
Azaan is a director whose bank 
heist film has done fairly well on 
the festival rounds. “He is looking 
to release it on a digital platform 
now. My younger son is musically 
inclined and doing work for web 
series and ads.” 

The actor has been quoted as 
saying that for a biopic on herself, 
she would like Priyanka Chopra to 
play her part. “She has a dusky 
charm and sensuality. And of 
course, she played Roma in Don 
(laughs) I think that is where it 
came from. Through the years she 
has been very charming. Even 
though we weren’t in touch, every 
year on my birthday, she would 
send me flowers, which is so 
sweet,” she says. 

And then there is a mention of 
an autobiography. The last time 
the star spoke with us, she had said 
she’d considered the offer and de¬ 
cided against it. “I have not 
opened that chapter yet. I don’t 
know. I obviously never say ‘never’ 
to anything. There is always a pos¬ 
sibility that you might revisit so¬ 
mething and want to do it.” 

Zeenat, who says her style man¬ 
tra, “At this point in my life is to be 
elegant, be comfortable.” She will 
be next seen on the big screen as 
Salcina Begum in Ashutosh Gowari- 
kar’s Panipat , which is set to be re¬ 
leased on December 6 this year. 

While her look has not been re¬ 
vealed, here’s hoping she will rock 
it like she always does. 


The case of the butterfly 
with the i 


The Common Silverline employs this technique 
as a decoy, to keep itself from becoming prey 


i ABHISHEK GULSHAN 

The Common Silverline ( spinda- 
sis vulcanus ) is a small-sized,co- 
lourful butterfly with orange and 
white bands lined with black on 
the underside of the wings and 
prominent black and orange 
markings on the upper-side. It be¬ 
longs to the family Lycaenidae, 
the largest family with more than 
6,000 species in the world. This 
family is often referred to as the 
‘Blues’ as a majority of these but¬ 
terflies have blue uppersides, 
making Common Silverline one 
of the exceptions. 

A common hedge in our back¬ 
yards, the ‘Clerodendrum in- 
erme’, popularly known as the 


Inerme hedge, serves as the 
primary host plant for the but¬ 
terfly. The hedge displays clean 
white flowers with pinkish fila¬ 
ments. This plant is non-native to 
the Indian Subcontinent but has 
been widely planted in gardens 
and in backyards for their orna¬ 
mental looks. 

Butterflies occur in an incredi¬ 
ble variety of shapes, colours and 
patterns. These variations are ex¬ 
amples of butterfly evolution. 
This helps advertise them to po¬ 
tential mates; it also helps them 
evade predators. 

Butterflies fall prey to 
number of predators, in¬ 
cluding birds, spiders, li¬ 
zards, small mammals 



and other insects. Despite being 
harmless and unable to defend 
themselves with any sort of ag¬ 
gressive bites or stings, natural 
selection and certain evolution¬ 
ary traits have allowed butterflies 
to adapt and evolve other strate¬ 
gies to better their odds of surviv¬ 
al. Their colours and shapes of 
the wings, and their behaviour in 
their preferred habitats, help. 

Considering the Silverline’s vi¬ 
brant appearance and visual bril¬ 
liance, they are extremely sus¬ 
ceptible to predatory attacks as 
most predators depend on vision 
to find their prey. 

The first, and the most impor¬ 
tant defence mechanism that 
most butterflies have, 
is speed. Alertness, 
combined with en¬ 
hanced sensitivity to 




movement, makes butterflies 
adopt a trait called ‘fright and 
flight’ to escape any attacks from 
predators. They don’t have the 
‘fight’. The Silverline is adept in 
swiftness and speed. 

The butterfly also employs a 
‘false head’ as a decoy near the 
base of the hindwing in order to 
cloud the predator’s judgement 
on their attack strategies. The 
hindwing features a prominent 
‘eye’ with one or more pairs of 
threadlike ‘tails’ making them ap¬ 
pear like antennae. This fools the 
predator into attacking the less 


vital parts of its body like the base 
of its hindwing, thinking this is 
the head. 

If you have the Inerme hedge 
in your garden, look for these lit¬ 
tle orange-red creatures and you 
just might get lucky to see the life 
cycle as well. 

The writer is the founder ofNI- 
NOX - Owl About Nature , a na¬ 
ture-awareness initiative. He is 
the Delhi-NCR reviewer for Ebird , 
a Cornell University initiative , 
monitoring rare sightings of 
birds. He formerly led a pro¬ 
gramme at WWF India. 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 


PEOPLE 


The wedding singer 

M.C. Sid claims to be India's only wedding rapper 



M.C. Sid's skill lies in engaging with his audience, whether 
it's on a beach, five star hotel or on the lawns of a private 
manor. As a wedding singer who only raps, he recently 
performed in Brussels at a grand palace, for a jeweller. "I 
have to be humble. Once in Delhi a client got upset because 
I called him monkey. So I made up by describing him as 
Hanuman, the monkey God." This was in the early days of 
his career. Chandigarh-born, Delhi-based Siddharth Sood 
says he's the only wedding rapper in the country. The 
now-suit-clad 33-year-old says the journey to destination 
weddings (he's done over 700 shows now in 27 countries), 
was not so easy. 

Back in 2004, night-club owners shut their doors on 
him. "They'd say, 'Yeh drug wali cheez hoi'. They were 
convinced that rap would get them the wrong kind of 
crowd," he says. In his struggling days, he remembers being 
paid a pittance: "I was paid ?1,500 for each visit (to a 
nightclub in Mumbai). I would travel from Pune to Mumbai 
in the Deccan Queen at a ?400 ticket. Since the show was 
from 11 p.m. to 3 a.m. I'd spend the night at the railway 
station. The only silver lining was the kulkar l<i choi." 

In 2007, Sid bumped into a Hyderabad-based night club 
owner who asked him his fee. "I said ?10,000. He replied 
his budget allowed him to pay only ?7,000 but an 
additional airlines ticket would be given to me. Those days, 
a free ticket was a big deal. So I got to fly from Pune to 
Hyderabad. This was my first flight as a professional." 

Today, when a client calls, he spends time talking to 
them, asking them what they want, and gauging their 
personalities, to make sure he strikes the right note. "I ask 
whether they want Punjabi or English music or Bollywood 
so that I give that kind of vibe. However, all my raps are 
made up on the spot. I get a full download on what the 
functions are." Usually, he performs at one function, but if 
the couple wants him at several locations, he gives them a 
package deal. 

His music is computer generated, and is in the rap meets 
hip-hop style, often with cheeky one-liners. It can be a 
remake of Madhuri Dixit's ’80s chartbuster Choli Ke Peeche 
Kyo Hoi with references to the couple. His only complaint 
about his job is the food (he's 120 kg, at 5'8"). "Doing big 
fat Indian weddings in Phuket, Bali, and virtually every 
continent, means eating oily butter chicken and getting 
myself bloated," says the rapper. A fan of Jay-Z, he says, "I 
have had the fortune of watching him perform live in the 
U.S." In fact, it was the singer who motivated him to 
become a rapper despite studying MBA. Sid is now all set to 
fly to New York where he will launch his first video albums 
Gold Digger and Bewofo. He hopes to have Beyonce 
featured, but does admit to "budget constraints". 

Sample his style: 

This man in the white pants 
Standing looking funny ok 
Hands in his pocket constantly 
From the beginning of my rap 
He has been keeping his hand a secret 
Hidden from me. 

Finally I asked kyo huo sirji 
He says Thodi si khujoli 

MADHURTANKHA 


PRODUCT 


On a date 

The Date House is 
re-introducing dates 
as a healthy and 
delicious alternative 
to sweets. These zero 
fat and zero 
cholesterol fruit, they 
say are imported 
from Saudi Arabia 
and Jordan. Their 
basic variety are the 
Khidri dates from 
Saudi Arabia, while 
the Premium Filled dates and Premium Filled Chocolate 
dates are two of their premium varieties. These are stuffed 
with nuts and almonds respectively, with the latter being 
available in three chocolate variants (Rose Valley, dark, milk 
& white). Other varieties include Azwa dates, which have 
religious relevance in Islam, and Organic Majdool dates 
from Jordan, as certified by ECOCERT. 


Available at Thedatehouse.com; upwards of?599 
Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 




Drumming performance 

The fourth edition of the annual Serendipity Arts 
Festival is back with a curtain-raiser musical 
performance, Dhamaal. Curated by Aneesh 
Pradhan, Dhamaal is a celebration of drumming 
traditions from India, representing its cultural 
diversity. The event will witness around 40 
drummers performing with other musicians. 
venue: Central Park, Connaught Place 
TIME: 7:30 p.m. 



Group show 

The ongoing exhibition titled, Soul Chakra, is a 
group art show by six renowned artists: Arun 
Prabha, Neelam Sachan, Sabia Khan, Varnika 
Srivastava, Shweta Nim and Vivek Singh. Curated 
by Pratibha Agarwal, the theme of the show is 
spirituality in art, and the collection showcases 
the personal evolution of each of the creators. 
venue: Art Life Gallery, Sector-44, Noida 
time: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 



Vocal recital 

IIC is hosting a Rabindra sangeet recital titled 
Expressions: Revisiting Togore by Manoj Murali 
Nairfrom Santiniketan. Manoj, a Kerala-born 
vocalist, is deeply connected to Bengal as 
Santiniketan helped him pick up the nuances of 
Tagore's songs. He will render Tagore's 
repertoire of songs in its various forms. 
venue: C.D. Deshmukh Auditorium, IIC 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 



Pizza special 

The Darzi Bar & Kitchen has introduced a new 
dish called Curry Naan Pizza. This signature 
nine-inch pizza is offered in three variants: Tawa 
Seekh Kebab (minced mutton and chicken 
kebab), Sabz Lababdar (vegetables, varied spices 
and kasoori methi) and Achari Paneer (achari 
masala, green pepper, paneer tikka and cheese). 
venue: H-55, Outer Circle, Connaught Place 
time: 12 noon -12 midnight 



Bengali short film 

Kriti Film Club will screen Bholo bosor Jonye, 
Bholo bosor Songe, a short Bengali documentary, 
this evening. Produced and directed by Manav 
Kaushik, it is a tale of Sonamoni, a daughter who 
is taking care of her mentally unwell father Parag 
Da. The screening will be followed by a 
discussion with the film-maker. 
venue: Gulmohar Hall, IHC 
TIME: 7 p.m. 
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ASHOK AHLAWAT 

This summer was a hot one and 
the rain was late in coming. I was 
impelled to revisit Sardhana af¬ 
ter acquiring more knowledge 
about the place situated in the 
boondocks of western Uttar Pra¬ 
desh, 22 kilometres North of 
Meerut. If one starts at first light 
from Delhi, taking the Upper 
Ganga Canal road, Sardhana lies 
only two hours from India Gate. 

The road to Sardhana cuts 
through lush green, humid farm¬ 
land. Even the bees fly around 
torpidly. The alluvial tracts here 
are thrice as fertile than anywh¬ 
ere else in the Ganga-Yamuna 
doab. The earth, mantled green 
by endless acres of sugarcane ov¬ 
er which rise the large green 
puffs of mango groves, is inter¬ 
spersed with jowar and paddy. 

The principality was awarded 
to Walter Reinhardt Sumru, a 
Franco-German buccaneering 
soldier of fortune for saving the 
bacon of the Mughal Shah Alam 
II in the battle of Barsana in 1774. 
Sumru maintained a standing ar¬ 
my constituted and trained on 
the lines of disciplined Euro¬ 
pean armies. He made the vil¬ 
lage the geographical centre of 
his new fiefdom and enjoyed the 
trappings of a raja. In keeping 
with his status, he acquired a 
beautiful dancing girl from 
Chandni Chowk. 

Thus, a 15-year-old Farzana 
became part of the harem. After 
Sumru’s death, his favourite be¬ 
gum Farzana aka Joanna Sumru, 
who had embraced Christianity, 
was chosen by the mostly Euro¬ 
pean Christian officers to be 
their regent in 1778. 

In modern times 

Today, Sardhana is a vibrant teh- 
sil ; the streets are encroached 
but not broken or potholed. Af¬ 
ter crawling patiently behind the 
inadvertent Massey tractor pull¬ 
ing a load of hessian-enclosed 
wheat chaff, the wall of the 
church estate of the Basilica of 
Our Lady of Graces, built by Be¬ 
gum Samru in 1822 looms 10 feet 
high on the near side. Its lime 
plaster is a peppery black and 
the top is gently rounded off. 
One can sense the presence of 
an exotic world beyond it. 

A beautiful pillared set of gate¬ 
ways stands barred, but not 
locked, to keep out stray cattle, 
feral dogs and pigs. The cement¬ 
ed driveway runs for a furlong or 



FACTFILE 

The best time to visit is 
from November to March. 
There are regular buses 
and trains to Meerut 
from Delhi. Meerut to 
Sardhana is an easy, 
well-connected 40- 
minute ride away by tuk 
tuk or a State roadways 
bus. 


A touch of 

grace 


With the release of 
the period drama, 
Beecham House, the 
nearly-forgotten tale 
of Begum Samru and 
the magnificent 
church she built in 
the Uttar Pradesh 
hinterland, returns to 
public memory 

so to the side entrance of the 
church. All along, are tableaus 
depicting the various agonies 
meted out to the frail skeletal 
Christ of the Roman times. 

The tiny ticket window is 
tucked into a corner next to the 
curio shop. A nun in a grey habit 
dozes in the mid-day heat. The 
vitrines are well-stocked with bi¬ 
blical curiosities, rosaries, me¬ 
dals, crucifixes, poster prints, 
candelabras, and exotic oil 
lamps. I select a small alabaster 


figure of Saint Christopher, the 
patron saint of travellers, carry¬ 
ing the child Christ upon his 
shoulders across a raging tor¬ 
rent. 

Next to the shop is the quar¬ 
ters of the last Italian friar, Adeo- 
datus, now lying forlorn. The 
black tin gate of Saint Joseph 
Girls Inter College, founded in 
1848, lies partially hidden by the 
swell of gulmohars and Ran¬ 
goon creepers. A school for Eu- 
ropean-Indian girls founded by a 


French nun, it is possibly one of 
the oldest extant convents in 
northern India. 

Samuel, the sacristan, wel¬ 
comes me through the green 
painted timber door of the 
church. The stairway is designed 
like a flowing stream. He leads 
me to a pew and flicks on the old 
pedestal fan. The interiors of the 
church seem untouched. The 
floor is a rough black-and-white 
chequered one. The tall jaali 
doors and the wire mesh will 


keep out the flies for another 
300 years. The inner door has 
slats that open and close with 
time-defying dexterity. I pull the 
lever up and down, wondering if 
Begum Samru must have done 
the same to adjust the light from 
the mid-day sun. 

I thump up the stairs to the 
bell tower. A pair of gigantic 
brass bells hang as if hewn in 
stone; thick hemp ropes from it 
fall into the black well of the tow¬ 
er. The basilica is about 200-feet 
long with a high central dome 
over the main altar. It has an ex¬ 
quisitely crafted pedestal with 
carved marble friezes. The pie- 
tra dura work reminds one of 
the inlay work in the Taj Mahal. 

Standing strong 

Major Anthony Reghelini, who 
designed it, has made sure that 
there is no crack, no sign of 
seepage or decay; the plaster has 
defied 200 years of harsh North 
Indian weather. 

In the North transept of the 
church is the piece de resistance 


Faith matters (Clockwise 
from Left) Basilica of Our Lady 
of Graces; a tombstone; and 
mausoleums in Sardhana 

■ASHOK AHLAWAT 

- an 18-foot-tall Carrara marble 
relief sculpted by Adamo Tadoli- 
ni of Bologna. The begum sits 
holding a scroll surrounded by 
allegoric figures. Carved panels 
on the side depict various epi¬ 
sodes from her reign, riding in 
her palanquin and atop ele¬ 
phants, followed by phalanxes 
of her infantry, cavalry and artil¬ 
lery. In front of it lies the vault 
where the begum is interred. 
The pews have been freshly lac¬ 
quered and gleam as if smeared 
in oil. The lectern is draped with 
purple canonical cloth and a 
king-sized chair awaits, empty. 

In another transept, there’s a 
beautiful painting of Mother Ma¬ 
ry holding the child Christ. The 
current name of the church - 
Basilica of Our Lady of Graces - 
derives from this picture. 

The western facade has a spa¬ 
cious verandah with Doric pil¬ 
lars. Here are affixed marble ta¬ 
blets, giving the dates of 
construction in inscrutable Per¬ 
sian and Latin. In another alcove 
on a side, is a crucifix. Young 


couples, wide-eyed with hope, 
pray here. 

The comprehensive traveller 
should not miss the other extant 
landmarks of Sardhana. The ASI- 
adopted, old Christian cemetery 
off Shamli Road is a must-see. 
The two permanent caretakers 
are never present. The choice is 
to hobble over the barred chain- 
locked gates or jump down from 
the eight-foot wall into the once- 
royal burial ground. 

The necropolis is pock¬ 
marked with tombs in the later 
Mughal style of architecture. 
Domes rise in graceful spherical 
profusion. The arches are nobly 
weathered by Father Time and 
the peepal tree waves from ma¬ 
ny a roof here. 

The ground is thickly littered 
with beedi stubs, matchsticks, 
broken bottles and scattered 
playing cards. At places, in the 
wall crevices, empty beer bot¬ 
tles stick out like pegs. The maze 
of tombs seems to be a den of 
vice. There are eyes watching as 
you step around this abandoned 
resting place of the dead. The 
strains of a modern techno Ha- 
ryanvi song, ‘tau hatt jaa...’ 
pierce through the brooding 
mausoleums. 
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persons from different 
social groups (13) 

6 Respiratory problem 
( 6 ) 

7 Hungarian-born 
composer, d. 1945 (6) 
12 Italian sparkling 
wine (4) 

14 Raja's wife (4) 

15 Poke fun at(6) 

16 Strabismus (6) 

17 Cylindrical length 
(s) of metal, plastic 
etc (6) 

19 Unusual and 
unexpected event(5) 

20 Attempt to deceive 
(3-2) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
September 13,2019. 


■ Across 

I Goes round and round 
(7) 

8 Loss of memory (7) 

9 In a quick manner (7) 

10 Range of sight (7) 

II Pulls sharply (5) 

13 Go ashore (9) 

15 Sink liquid (9) 

18 Restoration and repair 
of equipment etc (5) 

21 Sour sticks eaten as 
fruit after cooking (7) 

22 In a fatuous manner 


(7) 

23 Dark underground cell 
(7) 

24 Pickled cucumber (7) 

■ Down 

1 Given to talking too 
much (5) 

2 Monarch's time in the 
job (5) 

3 Humiliates (someone) 
(5,4,1,3) 

4 Detective fiction 
author, d. 1957 (6) 

5 Wedlock between 
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In football, anything is possible: Gurpreet Sandhu 

Players hail the role of India coach Igor Stimac after the sensational draw against Qatar 



A big thank you! The Indian players perform the 'Viking Clap' routine with fans after the goalless draw in Doha on Tuesday. 


WC QUALIFIERS 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

DOHA 

India’s players were an over¬ 
joyed lot after holding reign¬ 
ing Asian champion Qatar to 
a goalless draw in the second 
qualifying round for the 
2022 FIFA World Cup here 
on Tuesday. 

Gurpreet Singh Sandhu, 
who wore the captain’s arm- 
band on the night and put in 
a heroic shift under the bar, 
hailed the performance as a 
team effort. 

Crucial point 

“I feel extremely proud of 
the team,” he told the AIFF. 
“Everyone played their 
hearts out, and gave eve¬ 
rything out on the pitch. 
That enabled us to come 
back to the dressing room sa¬ 
tisfied, and with a very cru¬ 
cial point. 

“We have played just two 
matches, and we have 
played well, that too against 
two powerful teams. It gives 
us that added motivation 
and confidence that in foot¬ 
ball, anything is possible.” 

Bouncing back 

Going into the match, Qatar 
was ranked 62nd in the 
world, some 41 places above 
India’s 103. While defeat to 
Oman in the opening game 
of the qualifiers was a big 
blow, India bounced back 
admirably. 


■COURTESY: AIFF 

Players hailed the role of 
the coach, Igor Stimac. “The 
coach has changed everyth¬ 
ing - things we do on and off 
the pitch,” said Anirudh Tha- 
pa. “I am happy we were 
able to make him proud with 
our performance. This [re¬ 
sult] has to rank at the top. 
Qatar are an extraordinary 
side.” 

Young midfielder Sahal 
Abdul Samad said: “This is 
quite unbelievable. We de¬ 
fended well in the first-half. 


At the interval, the coach 
told us to come out and at¬ 
tack, and enjoy our football. 
We played it around, and 
stretched them while main¬ 
taining our shape all 
throughout.” 

Emotional 

Central defender Adil Khan 
was emotional. “I am getting 
goosebumps even thinking 
of the result,” he said. 

“The self-belief in the 
team defines everything. I 


was in the National team 
some seven years back, but 
it is a different set-up now. 
We are making good pro¬ 
gress under [Stimac].” 

Critics proven wrong 

Stimac felt that critics of his 
players’ fitness had been 
proven wrong. 

“Against Qatar, we proved 
to everyone who was talking 
about a lack of fitness among 
the players [that we are fit],” 
he said. 


“Qatar are in a different 
league as compared to any 
team in Asia and my boys 
made sprints till the very last 
minute. They defended with 
such concentration 

throughout.” 

India will host Bangladesh 
in its next match of the qual¬ 
ifiers on October 15 in Kolka- 
ta. 

Stimac exhorted India’s 
supporters to fill the stands 
for the occasion. 

“We have heard a lot 




O The coach did a 
lot of research on 
the opponents and gave 
us a lot of short videos 
to watch, and prepare. 
We watched them 
perhaps a million times 

MANDAR RAO DESSAI 


O This has to rank 
at the top. Qatar 
are an extraordinary 
side and this was a 
qualifier match as well, 
which makes the result 
even sweeter for us. 

I’m glad that we could 
come here to 
their home 
and return 
with points 


ANIRUDH 

THAPA 



© This is quite unbelievable. We 
understand we have to do more, 
and we will surely do more 


SAHALABDULSAMAD 


I can’t control my emotions. I am 
J getting goose bumps even thinking 
of the result. The self-belief in the team 
defines everything. I was in the National | 
team some seven years back, but it is a 
different set-up now 



We have played just 
two matches, and we 
have played well, 
that too against two 
powerful teams. It 
gives us that added 
motivation and 
confidence 

-GURPREET SANDHU 

about the passion for foot¬ 
ball in Kolkata. I want to see 
a full house at the YBK Stadi¬ 
um,” the Croat said. “You 


Qatar are in a 
different league 
compared to any 
team in Asia and my 
boys made sprints 
till the last minute. 
They defended with 
such concentration 

-IGOR STIMAC 

need to be our 12th player. 
We deserve that and I expect 
the fans to come and help us 
get the three points.” 



India 
Test team 
selection 
today 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The India senior 
selection committee 
will meet here on 
Thursday to pick the 
squad for the three-Test 
series against South 
Africa beginning on 
October 2. 

The main focus will 
be on getting the 
opening combination 
right in view of the 
team’s unimpressive 
record on this front, 
coinciding with K.L. 
Rahul’s long struggle. 

White ball vice¬ 
captain Rohit, who 
couldn’t make the cut in 
the playing XI against 
the West Indies, is 
expected to be tried out 
as an opener. Also in 
contention are Bengal 
opener Abhimanyu 
Easwaran, Priyank 
Panchal of Gujarat and 
Shubman Gill of Punjab. 

In the bowling 
department, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, 
who isn’t fully fit, is 
likely to miss out. 
Allrounder Hardik 
Pandya could be back 
in the squad, or 
Navdeep Saini could be 
roped in as a back-up 
pacer. 


Can England save some face? 

Hosts drop Roy; Aussies going strong on Smith’s awesome form 



Work to do: The England batsmen will be keen to change the trend of not giving their bowlers 
enough runs to defend, -afp 


India-As celebrations have to wait 

Visitors’ woes continue on a truncated third day blighted by rain and bad light 



_ — 

Addng to the tally: Shahbaz Nadeem picked up one of the 
four South Africa-A wickets to fall on Wednesday. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LONDON 

England has dropped Jason 
Roy for the fifth Ashes Test 
against Australia that starts 
on Thursday, as it looks to le¬ 
vel the series at 2-2. 

Roy failed to impress in 
the first four matches, either 
as an opener or when he 
dropped down the order at 
Old Trafford, where he made 
a top score of 31. 

Paceman Craig Overton 
has also been left out for the 
clash at The Oval, with Sam 
Curran and Chris Woalces, 
who made way for Overton 
at Old Trafford, coming in. 

The England and Wales 
Cricket Board also con¬ 
firmed that Ben Stokes 
would play as a specialist 
batsman due to a shoulder 
injury. 

England needs a victory to 
draw the series, although 
Australia has already re¬ 
tained the Ashes. 

Captain Joe Root said Roy 
had missed out due to 
Stokes' injury, which meant 
the side needed re-balanc- 
ing. “It's always tough to 
leave guys out, but Stokesy 
picked up a shoulder injury 
in the last game and won't be 
able to bowl the overs we 
normally expect him to,” he 
said on Wednesday. 

Australia heads to The 


Oval hungry to win its first 
Ashes series in England 
since 2001 as the peerless 
Steve Smith seeks to inflict 
further pain on the hosts. 

To stand any chance of le¬ 
velling the series, England 
will have to find a way to 
solve the riddle of the im¬ 
movable Smith, who has 
scored 671 runs in just five in¬ 
nings at an astonishing aver¬ 
age of more than 134. 

The former captain, top of 
the international rankings, 
has carried his team's bat¬ 
ting with three centuries and 
two fifties, including a dou¬ 
ble-century in the win at 
Manchester, with Marnus La- 
buschagne the only other 
batsman who has shown any 
consistency. 

Smith, who returned to 


Test action in England after 
completing a 12-month ball¬ 
tampering ban, has made his 
mountain of runs despite 
missing three innings after 
he was felled by a Jofra Arch¬ 
er bouncer. 

Given a full series, the 
freakish Smith might well 
have been even closer to 
Don Bradman's mark of 974 
runs for the most runs ever 
made in a Test series, set in 
1930. 

Pace power 

The other key factor for Aus¬ 
tralia has been the strength 
of the pace attack, with Josh 
Hazlewood and World No. 1 
Pat Cummins catching the 
eye with 42 wickets between 
them. 

Australia coach Justin 


Langer, revelling in having 
the world's top-ranked bat¬ 
sman and bowler at his dis¬ 
posal, is urging the other 
batsmen to step up in the 
match starting on Thursday, 
even though he admits they 
lack experience. 

Joe Root, meanwhile, 
must inspire his troops to 
one last effort. 

The teams: England: Joe Root 
(Capt.), Jofra Archer, Jonny 
Bairstow (wk), Stuart Broad, 
Rory Burns, Jos Buttler, Sam 
Curran, Joe Denly, Jack Leach, 
Ben Stokes and Chris Woakes. 
Australia (from): Tim Paine 
(Capt. & wk), David Warner, 
Marcus Harris, Marnus Labus- 
chagne, Steve Smith, Mitchell 
Marsh, Matthew Wade, Pat 
Cummins, Peter Siddle, Mitch 
Stare, Nathan Lyon, and Josh 
Hazlewood. 


M.R. PRAVEEN CHANDRAN 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

Rain and bad light made In- 
dia-A wait a day to win the 
unofficial first Test against 
South Africa-A at the Sports 
Hub on Wednesday. 

Only 20 overs of play was 
possible on the third day but 
India-A had the South Afri¬ 
cans on the mat at 179 for 
nine when play was called 
off due to bad light, 15 mi¬ 
nutes before the scheduled 
close. The visitors led by 40 
runs. 

Heavy rain in the morning 
wiped out two sessions and 
play began only at 3.30 p.m. 
The overnight pair of Hein¬ 
rich Klaasen and Wiaan Mul¬ 
der didn’t show any signs of 
discomfort and negotiated 
the bowling with ease. 

Aggressive Mulder 

Mulder, in particular, was in 
sparkling touch. He greeted 
Gowtham by lofting him ov¬ 
er long-on for a six and then 
square-drove a boundary to 
show his attacking mood 
early. 

Mohammed Siraj, who 
was given an extended spell, 
failed to trouble the bat¬ 
smen. Klaasen was circum¬ 
spect but Mulder took the at¬ 
tack to the bowlers. The 
sixth wicket stand prospered 
and added 74 runs when bad 


light stopped play for the 
first time. 

When play resumed after 
10 minutes, the Indians got 
the much-needed break¬ 
through in the first over bow¬ 
led by Jalaj Saxena after re¬ 


sumption. 

Fatal error 

A loud appeal for leg-before 
against Klaasen was turned 
down by the umpire. Mulder 
(46) attempted a run and 


was send back but he 
couldn’t beat Ricky Bhui’s di¬ 
rect throw from short 
square-leg. 

Mulder’s dismissal 
opened the floodgates. Jalaj 
had Piedt (1) caught by 
’keeper Bharat off a ball that 
bounced and Marco Jansen’s 
(0) intended drive off Shah¬ 
baz Nadeem ended in Rutu- 
raj Gaikwad’s hands in the 
covers. Klaasen (48) soon 
lost his patience and was 
caught in the deep by Shar- 
dul Thalcur off Jalaj before 
bad light forced the umpires 
to call off play. 

The scores: 

South Africa-A - 1st innings: 

164. 

India - A: 1st innings: 303. 
South Africa-A - 2nd innings: 

Pieter Malan b Siraj 4, Aiden 
Markram c Bharat b Shardul 4, 
Zubayr Hamza c Bhui b Gow¬ 
tham 44, Khayelihle Zondo c 
Bharat b Nadeem 10, Senuran 
Muthuswamy Ibw b Nadeem 4, 
Heinrich Klaasen c Shardul b Ja¬ 
laj 48, Wiaan Mulder run out 
46, Dane Piedt c Bharat b Jalaj 
1, Marco Jansen c Gaikwad b 
Nadeem 0, Lutho Sipamla (bat¬ 
ting) 5, Lungi Ngidi (batting) 0; 
Extras (nb-2, w-1, b-8, lb-2): 13; 
Total (for nine wkts. in 55 ov¬ 
ers): 179. 

Fall of wickets: 1-4, 2-14, 3-38, 
4-52, 5-94, 6-168, 7-169, 8- 
170, 9-178. 

India-A bowling: Siraj 11-1-36-1, 
Shardul 7-1-28-1, Nadeem 14- 
4-17-3, Dube 4-0-14-0, Gow¬ 
tham 11-1-52-1, Jalaj 8-2-22-2. 


Steelers-Panthers match-up ends in 


Home team Warriors post a narrow win over U Mumba 



In the limelight: Panthers' Deepak Hooda showcased his 
raiding skills against Steelers on Wednesday ■ rajeev bhatt 


Hari, Nihal post emphatic wins 

Vidit and Adhiban also progress to the second round 


WC CHESS 


Sri Lanka’s 
Pakistan tour 
in jeopardy 

AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

COLOMBO 

Sri Lanka’s cricket board 
said on Wednesday it had 
received warnings that its 
National team could be the 
target of a terror attack 
during the upcoming tour 
of Pakistan. 

The board said the Sri 
Lankan Prime Minister’s 
Office had advised it to 
“reassess the situation” af¬ 
ter it received “reliable in¬ 
formation of a possible ter¬ 
rorist threat” against the 
National squad during the 
six-match limited overs 
tour. 

It stopped short of call¬ 
ing off the tour, but said a 
reassessment of the securi¬ 
ty situation would be 
sought from the Sri Lankan 
government. 

Sri Lanka was the victim 
of a militant attack during a 
Test match in Lahore in 
March 2009. 



Y.B. S ARANGI 

KOLICATA 

Ace raider Deepak Hooda’s 
magnificent effort could not 
fetch Jaipur Pink Panthers a 
much-needed win but aided 
in breaking its five-match los¬ 
ing streak in the Pro Kabaddi 
League here on Wednesday. 

Hooda picked up 14 points 
even as Panthers’ encounter 
with Haryana Steelers ended 
in a nail-biting 32-32 tie. 

Hooda gathered seven 
points as his side reached a 
comfortable position, 
through an all-out, at 13-7 in 
the first half. Sandeep Dhull 
and Nilesh Salunke also con¬ 
tributed valuable tackle 
points. 

Kandola shines 

However, Vikas Kandola 
lived upto his reputation to 
spoil Panthers’ hard work at 
one go. Three minutes be¬ 
fore the breather, the agile 



Kandola moved out of the 
Panthers’ clutches to claim 
Santhapanaselvam, A. Elava- 
rasan and Sandeep Dhull 
and grab five points. Steelers 
had Pink Panthers all out 
and jumped to a 16-14 lead. 

Steelers also benefited 
from Pashanth Rai’s raids to 
lead 18-14 at half-time. It in¬ 



ched ahead after the break 
as Ravi Kumar and Sunil 
tackled with purpose. 

The dashing Hooda col¬ 
lected points regularly to 
keep Panthers in the hunt. 

Panthers made a blunder 
when it unsuccessfully chal¬ 
lenged a decision to award a 
bonus point to Steelers and 



stalemate 


gave away one more to trail 
23-27. 

Panthers performed 
another all-out on Steelers 
and went on to regain the 
lead. But, Steelers equalised 
in the closing seconds to 
share the spoils. 

Narwal’s master move 
Rinku Narwal led a last mi¬ 
nute super tackle to help 
Bengal Warriors post a slim 
29-26 win over U Mumba in 
the other contest of the 
evening. This was Warriors’ 
second consecutive victory 
at home. 

The results: 

Jaipur Pink Panthers 32 
(Deepak Hooda 14, Sandeep 
Dhull 5) tied with Haryana 
Steelers 32 (Vikas Kandola 7, 
Ravi Kumar 5, Prashanth Rai 5, 
Sunil 5). 

Bengal Warriors 29 (Sukesh 
Hegde 8, Maninder Singh 7, 
Mohd. Nabibakhsh 5, Rinku 
Narwal 4) bt U Mumba 26 (Ar- 
jun Deshwal15, Fazel Atrachali 
4). 



SPOR TS BUREAU 

KHANTY MANSIYSK (RUSSIA) 

P. Hari Krishna and Nihal Sa¬ 
rin completed 2-0 triumphs 
while Vidit Gujrathi and B. 
Adhiban posted 1.5-0.5 vic¬ 
tories for a place in the se¬ 
cond round of the World 
Cup chess championship 
here on Wednesday. 

Vidit won and Adhiban 
drew the second game of 
Round One to set up the re¬ 
quired margin to advance in 
the knockout competition. 

Bouncing back from Tues¬ 
day’s defeat, Surya Shekhar 
Ganguly, S.P. Sethuraman 
and S.L. Narayanan scored 
much-needed victories to 
stay in the hunt. Aravindh 
Chithambaram and Abhijeet 
Gupta drew their games 
once again. 

As a result, these five In¬ 
dians will be in action during 
Thursday’s tie-break rapid 
games. If the tie persists, 




B. Adhiban. 


■ FILE PHOTO: BISWARANJAN ROUT 

blitz games will also be 
played. 

M. Karthikeyan became 
the first Indian to make an 
exit, following a defeat. 

The results (round one, game 
two): P. Hari Krishna (2746) bt 
Yuri Gonzalez Vidal (Cuba, 
2552) 2-0; Surya Shekhar Gan¬ 
guly (2658) bt Vladimir Fedo- 
seev (Russia, 2664) 1-1; Ernes¬ 
to Inarkiev (Russia, 2693) bt M. 
Karthikeyan (2617) 1.5-0.5; Mi¬ 
chael Adams (England, 2694) 
drew with Aravindh Chitham¬ 
baram (2609) 1-1; S.L. Naraya- 
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Vidit Gujrathi. 


■ FILE PHOTO: VIVEK BENDRE 

nan (2611) bt David Anton Gui- 
jarro (Spain, 2674) 1-1; B. 
Adhiban (2639) drew with 
Eduardo Iturrizaga Bonelli (Ve¬ 
nezuela, 2626) 1.5-0.5; Vidit 
Gujarathi (2718) bt Alan Pichot 
(Argentina, 2600) 1.5-0.5; An¬ 
ton Korobov (Ukraine, 2679) 
drew with Abhijeet Gupta 
(2609) 1-1; Jorge Cori (Peru, 
2676) lost to Nihal Sarin (2610) 
0-2; Tamir Nabaty (Israel, 
2658) lost to S.P. Sethuraman 
(2624)1-1. 

Note: The 1-1 games will be de¬ 
cided by tie-break on Thursday. 
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Expect a good challenge from Russia: Sreejesh 


Custodian hopes the tour of Belgium will help the team prepare for the Olympic Qualifiers 



Ready for action: Sreejesh says the Indian team was mentally prepared to take on any 
opponent. ■ photo: k. murali kumar 


IPPM 


HOCKEY 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

BENGALURU 

The Indian men’s hockey 
team goalkeeper P.R. Sree¬ 
jesh said on Wednesday that 
he expects a good challenge 
from Russia in the Tokyo 
Olympic Qualifiers despite a 
vast gap between the two 
sides in world rankings. 

The Indian men’s team, 
ranked fifth, is pitted against 
world No. 22 Russia in the fi¬ 
nal round of the Tokyo Olym¬ 
pics qualifiers. India will play 
back-to-matches against Rus¬ 
sia in Bhubaneswar on No¬ 
vember 1 and 2 to seal a 
berth in the Games. 

“It is every player’s dream 
to play the Olympics and 
Russia, who are now invest¬ 
ing in hockey and want to do 
well in this sport, will surely 
come well-prepared. We can 
expect a good challenge 
from them,” Sreejesh said. 

Eight-time Olympic cham¬ 
pion India had mauled Rus¬ 
sia 10-0 in the FIH Series Fi- 


We have been 
working on an 
improved defensive 
structure, better 
penalty corner 
defending and also 
on scoring 
opportunities. 

nal in Bhubaneswar earlier 
this year. 

Mentally prepared 

Before the draw took place, 
the players were mentally 
prepared to take on any op¬ 
ponent, be it Pakistan or 
Austria, Sreejesh said. 

“We had discussed what it 
would take from the team if 
we had to play Pakistan or 
Austria or for that matter 
Egypt who later dropped 
out. So in that sense, we 
were mentally prepared to 
take on any team. Also, I 
think retaining the world 
ranking at No. 5 was a boon.” 

Sreejesh hoped the tour of 
Belgium, starting on Septem¬ 
ber 26, will help the team 
prepare for the Olympic 
Qualifiers. 


“I think playing world 
champion Belgium will be 
like a preparatory test before 
the actual exam,” he said. 

The 31-year-old said the 
team has been working on 
strengthening the defence 
among other things. 

“We have been working 
on an improved defensive 
structure, better penalty cor¬ 
ner defending and also on 
scoring opportunities. It will 
be important to execute this 
as planned against Belgium,” 
Sreejesh said. 

Pat for youngsters 

About India’s goalkeeping 
options, he commended 
younger compatriots Suraj 
Karkera and Krishan Baha¬ 
dur Pathalc for a good show 
in the Olympic Test Event in 
Tokyo. 

“It’s good to see both of 
them perform well. It is al¬ 
ways good to have competi¬ 
tion within the team and I 
am enjoying the role of men¬ 
toring them and at the same 
time improving my own 
game.” 


Ramkumar advances 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

ISTANBUL 

Ramkumar Ramanathan 
sailed past wild card Marsel 
Ilhan of Turkey 6-2, 6-2 in 
the second round, after a 
bye in the first, in the Chal¬ 
lenger tennis tournament 
here. He also made the dou¬ 
bles quarterfinals with Hugo 
Grenier of France. 

Purav Raja, seeded se¬ 
cond with Rameez Junaid of 
Australia got past Nenad Zi- 
monjic of Serbia and Ruben 
Belelmans of Belgium 6-4, 
6-4 in doubles first round. 
The results: $81,240 Challen¬ 
ger, Istanbul, Turkey: Second 
round: Ramkumar Ramanathan 
bt Marsel Ilhan (Tur) 6-2, 6-2. 
Doubles: First round: Hugo 
Grenier (Fra) & Ramkumar Ra¬ 
manathan bt Arda Azkara & 
Burak Bilgin (Tur) 6-4, 6-2; Ra¬ 
meez Junaid (Aus) & Purav Raja 
bt Ruben Bemelmans (Bel) & 
Nenad Zimonjic (Srb) 6-4, 6-4. 
$81,240 Challenger, Shanghai: 
Doubles: First round: Sriram 
Balaji & Vishnu Vardhan bt Col- 
linn Altamirano (US) & Vladys- 
lav Orlov (Ukr) 6-1, 6-2; San- 
chai Ratiwatana & Sonchat 
Ratiwatana bt Enrique Lopez 
Perez (Esp) & Jeevan Nedun- 
chezhiyan 7-6(6), 6-4; Evan 
King & Hunter Reese (USA) bt 
Arjun Kadhe & Vijay Sundar 


Prashanth 6-3, 5-7, [10-6]. 
€46,600 Challenger, Banja 
Luka, Bosnia & Herzegovina: 
Second round: Sumit Nagal bt 
Ivan Nedelko (Rus) 6-3, 7-6(3). 
$15,000 ITF, Cairo: Men: First 
round: Stefano Battaglino (Ita) 
bt Sahil Gaware 6-4, 6-3; 
Dhruv Sunish bt Chanon Phun- 
sawat (Tha) 4-6, 6-0, 7-5; 
Gunjan Jadhav bt Nicola Crespi 
(Ita) 6-4, 7-5; Benjaminn Dhoe 
(Bel) bt Aryan Goveas 6-2, 6-3. 
Doubles: First round: Men: 
Lenny Hampel (Aut) & Aryan 
Goveas bt Maciej Rajski & Mi- 
chal Skonieczny (Pol) 3-6, 6-3, 
[10-7]. 

Women: Chiara Bordo & Camil¬ 
la Diez (Ita) bt Sathwika Sama 
& Saumya Vig 6-1, 6-4; Andjela 
Jocovic (Srb) & Ema Vasic (Aut) 
bt Martina Peretti (Ita) & Sha- 
rannya Gaware 6-0, 6-0. 
$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka, 
Tunisia: First round: Humera 
Shaik bt Mey Ayari (Tun) 6-3, 
6-4; Likhitha Kalava bt Fer- 
daous Bahri (Tun) 6-3, 6-3. 
$15,000 ITF women, Anning, 
China: First round: Jiangxue 
Han (Chn) bt Ashmitha Easwa- 
ramurthi 6-3, 6-3. 

Doubles: Quarterfinals: Siqi 
Cao & Meiqi Guo (Chn) w/o 
Oleksandra Oliynykova (Cro) & 
Ashmitha Easwaramurthi. First 
round: Oleksandra Oliynykova 
(Cro) & Ashmitha Easwaramur¬ 
thi bt Shou Na Mmu & Chengy- 
iyi Yuan (Chn) 6-4, 7-6(2). 


Mehuli bests the cream of air rifle field 


Gilchrist goes gaga over Smith 

Says textbooks on batting technique may need to be rewritten 



^0 4 


Inspiring the young: Adam Gilchrist at the IFIM Business 
School in Bengaluru, ■special arrangement 


SHOOTING 


CRICKET 


ASHWIN ACHAL 

BENGALURU 

Former Australia wicket¬ 
keeper-batsman Adam Gil¬ 
christ believes Steve Smith’s 
unorthodox yet highly suc¬ 
cessful batting technique 
could force the coaching ma¬ 
nual to be rewritten. 

“Years ago. Smith had a 
lean patch with the bat, and 
had to step away for a bit. He 
tried to change his tech¬ 
nique, but later decided to 
stay true to his game. 

“To stick to your guns 
when all the cricketing 
greats, coaches and text¬ 
books say you are wrong - 
that takes real courage. And 
now everyone is watching 
him bat in amazement, and 
trying to learn from him. 
The textbooks on batting 
technique may need to be 
rewritten,” Gilchrist said 
here, at an event to an¬ 
nounce University of Wol¬ 
longong scholarshis to stu¬ 
dents of IFIM Business 
School. 


Smith’s amazing recent 
form is all the more impres¬ 
sive, given that he is making 
a comeback from being 
stripped of captaincy and 
banned for a year, for his 
role in the ball-tampering in¬ 
cident at Cape Town. 

“Smith’s run is extraordin¬ 
ary, considering the sort of 
pressure he was under. It 
(heckling) was expected 
from the England crowds. 
Smith, David Warner and Ca¬ 
meron Bancroft took respon¬ 
sibility for their actions. 
Smith has utilised the time 
away to come back mentally 
tougher,” said Gilchrist. 

Australia may be 2-1 ahead 
in the Ashes, but Gilchrist is 
not convinced the team 
wears a settled look yet. 

“Travis Head, Marnus La- 
buschagne, Marcus Harris, 
Cameron Bancroft - they are 
still finding their feet in Test 
cricket. I don’t think anyone 
has secured their spot in the 
Australian team, apart from 
Steve Smith. 

“We’re not fully settled on 
what our best top-seven is, 
so there’s opportunity for 


youngsters to come in," he 
said. 

Speaking on Indian crick¬ 
et, Gilchrist backed Rohit 
Sharma to come good if he is 
picked as a Test opener. 

The selectors meet on 
Thursday to pick the Test 
squad for the home series 
against South Africa. 

“At home, Rohit can most 
definitely play as opener. It 
might be more challenging 


when touring Australia, 
South Africa and England,” 
Gilchrist said. 

‘I love Rohit’ 

“I love Rohit. We’ve played 
together for Deccan Charg¬ 
ers in the IPL. I think Rohit 
deceives people. I mean, 
since he is a laidback guy, pe¬ 
ople think he is not working 
hard enough. In reality, he is 
world-class," he said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Commonwealth Games sil¬ 
ver medallist Mehuli Ghosh 
mustered all her motivation 
to prevail over the best of air 
rifle shooters in the country 
in the seventh National 
shooting selection trials at 
the Dr. Kami Singh Range, 
Tughlakabad, on 

Wednesday. 

The 18-year-old Mehuli re¬ 
peated her performance of 
topping both the women’s 
and junior events in the sixth 
trial on Tuesday, with an ex¬ 
emplary fare as she beat 
qualification-topper Elavenil 
Valarivan by 0.9 point in the 
women’s event and Shreya 
Agrawal by 0.7 point for the 
junior honour. 

Drive to excel 

Having been reduced to 
competing in the MQS sec¬ 
tion this year in the World 
Cups, Mehuli had the drive 
to prove better than the top- 
three shooters of the world - 
Apurvi Chandela, Anjum 
Moudgil and Elavenil. 

With the cushion of the 



Mehuli. -filephoto 


merit points boosting their 
averages, the Olympic quota 
winners Anjum and Apurvi 
have the liberty to keep tun¬ 
ing their technique without 
worrying much about the 
scores. 

Moreover, it is the qualifi¬ 
cation scores that play a ma¬ 
jor role in deciding the aver¬ 
ages of a shooter for national 
team selection. 

In the event, Shreya 
placed third, ahead of An¬ 
jum Moudgil who missed out 
on a chance to finish better 
by 0.3 point. 

Apurvi was sixth behind 
Khushi Saini, and ahead of 
Shreya Saksena and Barkha 
Chauhan. 


■ Mehuli proved better than 
the top-three shooters of 
the world — Apurvi 
Chandela, Anjum Moudgil 
and Elavenil 

■ Zeena Khitta continued to 
top the youth women's air 
rifle 

■ Arpit Goel topped men’s 
25-metre rapid fire pistol 


Anjali Mandar Bhagwat, 
Vinita Bhardwaj, Ayonika 
Paul and Shriyanka Sadangi 
were some of the prominent 
shooters who could not 
make the final in a strong 
field of 305 shooters.. 

Zeena Khitta continued to 
top the youth women’s air 
rifle. 

In top form 

In men’s 25-metre rapid fire 
pistol, Arpit Goel was in top 
form, shooting 587 in qualifi¬ 
cation and following it up 
well in the final, as he beat 
the 15-year-old Harshward- 
han Yadav 30-28. 

Udhayveer Sidhu topped 
the juniors ahead of the two 
leading shooters Anish 
Bhanwala and Adarsh Singh. 

In men’s 50-metre rifle 3- 


position event. World Cup 
gold-medallist Alchil Sheoran 
topped, half a point ahead of 
the young Aishwarya Pratap 
Singh Tomar. 

The latter topped the ju¬ 
nior event, 3.8 points ahead 
of Nitish Kumar. 

The results: 

Merc 

25m rapid fire pistol: 1. Arpit 
Goel 30 (587); 2. Harshward- 
han Yadav 28 (581); 3. Udhay¬ 
veer Sidhu 25 (583). 

Juniors: 1. Udhayveer Sidhu 32 
(583); 2. Anish Bhanwala 29 
(577); 3. Adarsh Singh 23 (580). 
50m rifle 3-position: 1. Akhil 
Sheoran 455.5 (1163); 2. Aish¬ 
warya Pratap Singh Tomar 
455.0 (1164); 3. Satyendra 
Singh 443.5 (1164). 

Juniors: 1. Aishwarya Pratap 
Singh Tomar 454.9 (1164); 2. 
Nitish Kumar 451.1 (1157); 3. 
Akash Patidar 442.1 (1154). 
Women: 

10m air rifle: 1. Mehuli Ghosh 
251.9 (629.2); 2. Elavenil Vala¬ 
rivan 251.0 (631.1); 3. Shreya 
Agrawal 228.3 (631.0). 

Juniors: 1. Mehui Ghosh 252.7 
(629.2); 2. Shreya Agrawal 
252.0 (631.0); 3. Aakriti Dahiya 
229.4 (625.6). 

Youth: 1. Zeena Khitta 251.1 
(624.9); 2. Atmika Gupta 248.8 
(623.1); 3. Aakriti Dahiya 227.4 
(625.6). 


Chance for Indians to 
capture an Asian title 


Four top 20 overseas players in the field 



Whose cup is it, anyway! Khalin Joshi, left, and Viraj Madappa will be hoping to get 
their hands on the winner's trophy, -special arrangement 


CLASSIC GOLF 


RAKE SH RAO 

GURUGRAM 

Since 2014, the success-rate of 
an Indian winning a dollar- 
event at home is a whopping 
77 percent. This could well 
see an improvement should 
another home-grown talent 
triumph in the $300,000 
Classic Golf and Country Club 
International golf champion¬ 
ship here on Sunday. 

Since the last international 
event at this venue was in 
2009, there is no apparent 
home advantage for Indian 
contenders. In fact, S. Chiklca- 
rangappa, the highest-ranked 
Indian on the Asian Tour Or¬ 
der of Merit, along with Kha¬ 
lin Joshi and Viraj Maddappa 
- the last two Indian winners 
on the Tour at home - will be 
playing their first Asian Tour 
event on this course. 



Ajeetesh Sandhu, the se¬ 
cond-highest placed Indian 
on the money-list, played 
here in his rookie year in the 
2009 SAIL Open, which also 
turned out to be the last dol- 
lar-event here. 

With 156 golfers from 20 
countries here, the field in¬ 
cludes four overseas players 
from the top 20 on the Order 
of Merit. Korea’s Taehee Lee 
(fourth), Japan’s Masashiro 
Kawamura (fifth), Finland’s 
Janne Kaske (14th) and winner 
of the recent Jakarta Open Mi¬ 
guel Carballo (19th) could 
spoil the Indians’ party. 

With the temperature stea¬ 
dy around 37°C, not to ignore 
the rising humidity, the 82 In¬ 
dians in the fray are expected 
to deal with the challenging 
conditions better. But a dark 
horse, particularly from the 
13-member Thai contingent, 
cannot be ruled out. 

After all, two of three Asian 



Tour events here saw Thai 
winners, the exception being 
Jyoti Randhawa. 

At the same time, it must 
be remembered that the 
course has grown in the last 
decade. The course has ma¬ 
tured and poses far more 
challenges than it did in 2009 
when Chipchai Nirat won 
with an awe-inspiring score of 
32-under. 

These days, the course is 
playing much longer and get¬ 
ting the ball out of the rough 
could severely test those who 
miss the fairway. The greens 
appear in great shape. The 
pace on the greens seems just 
right for the winning score to 
be anywhere around 16 to 20- 
under. Overall, the week off¬ 
ers a great opportunity for the 
lesser-known Indians to strike 
big. An 11th Indian triumph 
from 14 Asian Tour events at 
home, since 2014, looks high¬ 
ly likely. 



Zavaray 

Poonawalla 

elected 

RWITC 

chairman 


RACIN G CORRESPONDENT 

PUNE 

Zavaray Poonawalla was 
elected Chairman of the 
Royal Western India Turf 
Club Ltd (RWITC), by the 
newly-elected members 
of the managing commit¬ 
tee, at the 104th Annual 
General Meeting held at 
the Nehru Centre, Mum¬ 
bai, on Wednesday. 

Geoffrey Nagpal 
retains his post 

Geoffrey Nagpal retained 
his post as the Chairman 
of Stewards of the club, as 
per the decision of the 
new managing 

committee. 

Zavaray Poonawalla, 
who contested after a gap 
of three years because of 
health reasons, topped 
the list with 836 votes. 

Sunil Jhangiani (676) 
and Vivelc Jain (576) failed 
to get a place in the nine- 
member managing com¬ 
mittee. 

Hoshang Nazir (778 
votes) and Dilip Goculdas 
(753) were elected to the 
Board of Appeal. 

Elected members: 

Zavaray Poonawalla (836 
votes), Zinia Lawyer (796), 
Geoffrey Nagpal (745), 
Khushroo Dhunjibhoy (742), 
Surendra Sanas (739). 

Milan Luthria (732), Jaydev 
Mody (698), Ram Shroff 
(686) and Vijay Shirke (685). 



Clothing company refutes Azad’s claims 

We have met all the required norms, avers Cascades India proprietor 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Cascades India, the compa¬ 
ny which was awarded the 
contract to supply clothing 
to the Delhi cricket team, has 
contested the claims by 
former Test cricketer Kirti 
Azad, who had alleged that 
proper process had not been 
followed in finalising the 
contract. 

Arjun Gupta, proprietor 
of Cascades, said on Wed¬ 
nesday, “I would like to in¬ 
form you that, for awarding 


this contract, the process 
was carried out in four stag¬ 
es. All the companies were 
asked to come with their 
samples and their 
quotations.” 

The two-member Cricket 
Advisory Committee of Sunil 
Valson and Yashpal Sharma 
studied the samples and the 
quotations. 

“They had shortlisted five 
companies for the second 
round when we were asked 
to make the final production 
samples with the DDCA lo¬ 


go,” said Gupta. 

According to Gupta, “The 
choice was reduced to three 
- TYKA Sports, Jalandhar, 
Sqad Gear, Gurgaon and our 
company (with the brand 
name) Kragbuzz Sports, Del¬ 
hi. In the final round, spon¬ 
sorship and discounts were 
discussed with all the three 
companies with the Finance 
Committee, comprising of 
three directors of the elected 
committee and one govern¬ 
ment nominee along with 
Manager, Cricket Operations 


and CFO, DDCA,” he added. 

Gupta claimed, “Our bid 
was the lowest at IA1 lakh 
only and on this amount we 
have agreed on 20% dis¬ 
count on the total order.” 

Other clients 

He informed that his compa¬ 
ny had supplied clothing and 
caps for the Pondicherry 
Cricket Associaiton and IPL 
teams like CSK, RR and KXIP. 

“We have met all the re¬ 
quired norms,” Gupta em¬ 
phasised. 


Abram strike sees Peru down Brazil 


Top class: Luis Abram, third from left, nods home ■ afp 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

LOS ANGELES 

Peru grabbed a slice of re¬ 
venge for its loss to Brazil in 
the Copa America final on 
Tuesday, defeating the five¬ 
time World Cup winner 1-0 
in a friendly here. 

A headed goal from Ar¬ 
gentina-based defender Luis 
Abram was enough to give 
Peru a hard-fought win over 
the Brazilians. 

Brazil, which defeated Pe¬ 
ru 3-1 in the final of the Copa 
America in Rio de Janeiro in 
July, never got going to the 
disappointment of a 32,287 
crowd at the Los Angeles Me¬ 
morial Coliseum. 

Winning streak ends 

The defeat brought an end to 
Brazil’s 17-game winning 
streak, a run which started 
with a victory over the Unit¬ 


ed States just over a year ago. 

Brazil coach Tite mean¬ 
while opted against starting 
Paris Saint-Germain star 
Neymar, four days after he 
had made a successful re¬ 
turn from injury with a goal 
and an assist in a 2-2 draw 
with Colombia on Friday. 

Tite, who had been reluc¬ 
tant to start Neymar in back- 
to-back games as the striker 
regains fitness, brought on 


the PSG forward after 63 mi¬ 
nutes in place of Liverpool’s 
Roberto Firmino. 

Neymar attempted to up 
the tempo in attack, but was 
unable to break the dea¬ 
dlock, with Brazil, which 
was also missing Dani Alves 
and Thiago Silva, struggling 
to find its usual attacking 
rhythm. 

Instead it was Peru which 
grabbed the winner, Abram 



Argentina fires four past a lacklustre Mexico 


FOOTBALL 




rising to meet Yoshimar Yo- 
tun’s free-kick to glance in 
the winner. 

Martinez hat-trick 

Meanwhile in San Antonio, 
Lautaro Martinez fired a 22- 
minute hat-trick as Argenti¬ 
na thrashed Mexico 4-0 in 
their friendly international. 

Inter Milan striker Marti¬ 
nez scored in the 17th, 22nd 
and 39th minutes at the Ala- 
modome to give Argentina a 
deserved win over a lack¬ 
lustre Mexico. 

PSG midfielder Leandro 
Paredes scored Argentina’s 
other goal from the penalty 
spot after 33 minutes as the 
South American giant 
romped into a 4-0 lead at 
halftime. 

The results: Brazil 0 lost to Pe¬ 
ru (Abram 85). 

Argentina 4 (Lautaro Marti¬ 
nez 17, 22, 39, Parades 33) bt 
Mexico 0. 



M ND-NDE 











































SPORT 21 


THE HINDU DELHI 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2019 


TV PICKS 


The Ashes: Fifth 

Test, Sony Six (SD & HD), 

3.30 p.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 



Sai Praneeth, Mary Kom, 
Yashaswini in TOPS 

NEW DELHI 

Boxing legend M.C. Mary 
Kom, young shooter 
Yashaswini Singh Deswaland 
shuttler Sai Praneeth were 
among 12 top sportspersons 
who were included in the 
Target Olympic Podium 
Scheme (TOPS) of the 
government on Wednesday. 
Amit Panghal (men's 52 kg), 
Sonia Chahal (women's 57 
kg), Neeraj (women's 57 kg), 
Nikhat Zareen (women's 51 
kg), Kavinder Singh Bisht 
(men's 57 kg), Lovlina 
Borgohain (women's 69 kg), 
Vikas Krishan (men's 75 kg), 
Shiva Thapa (men's 63 kg) 
and Manish Kaushik (men’s 
63 kg) were the other nine 
boxers added to the TOPS 
list. 



Serena Williams hits 
Fashion Week 


NEW YORK 

Only three days after her 
shocking loss in the US Open 
final, Serena Williams went 
from the court to the ramp to 
present the latest collection 
of her fashion label, S by 
Serena Williams. And, as she 
made her traditional post¬ 
show bow, wearing a 
snakeskin miniskirt that she 
designed, she was carrying 
little Olympia in her arms., ap 



Jordan donates $1 million 
to Dorian relief 


LOS ANGELES 

NBA legend Michael Jordan is 
donating $1 million to help 
relief efforts in the hurricane- 
battered Bahamas. In a 
statement on Twitter, 
Charlotte Hornets owner 
Jordan said he was 
"devastated" at the 
destruction unleashed by 
Hurricane Dorian, afp 

Nitten Kirrtane 
routs Yogesh 

RAIPUR 

Top seed Nitten Kirrtane 
proved too strong for Yogesh 
Kohli, scoring a 6-1, 6-0 win 
in the over-45 quarterfinals 
of the ITF grade-4 seniors 
tennis tournament here on 
Wednesday. 

The results: 

Over-35 (quarterfinals): 

Sachin Patil bt Avinash 
Kunwar 6-2, 2-1 (retd.). 
Over-45 (quarterfinals): 
Nitten Kirrtane bt Yogesh 
Kohli 6-1, 6-0; Vijay Kumar bt 
Sanjay Chauhan 6-2, 6-0. 
Over-55 (quarterfinals): 
Sharad Tak bt Kuldeep Singh 
6 - 1 , 6 - 2 . 



Valencia's coach Marcelino 
booted out 


VALENCIA 

Valencia fired Marcelino 
Garcia Toral on Wednesday, 
three matches into the 
league campaign, making him 
the first La Liga coach to be 
dismissed this season. 
Valencia has won one match, 
lost one and drawn another. 
Marcelino took over in May 
2017 and led the club to 
fourth-place finishes in his 
two seasons in charge as well 
as to victory in the Spanish 
Cup last season, afp 


Inspired France dethrones USA 

Fournier and Gobert do the star turn; Australia cruises into the last four 



Lording over: France's Rudy Gobert, trying to check Kemba Walker, in tandem with Evan 
Fournier, put paid to champion USA's hopes on Wednesday, -reuters 


BASKETBALL WORLDS 


REUT ERS 

DONGGUAN (CHINA) 

France caused the biggest 
shock of the basketball 
World Cup after beating de¬ 
fending champion United 
States 89-79 to reach the 
semifinals of the 32-nation 
tournament here on 
Wednesday. 

France will meet Argenti¬ 
na on Friday for a berth in 
Sunday’s final while the 
2006 champion Spain takes 
on Australia, which out¬ 
played the Czech Republic 
82-70 in the day’s other 
quarterfinal. 

USA, the favourite to win 
its third successive and sixth 
overall World title, failed to 
reach the medal rounds for 
the first time since the 2002 
edition in Indianapolis. 

Having ground out a bare¬ 
ly-deserved 93-92 overtime 
win over Turkey in the preli¬ 
minary group stage, there 
was to be no escape for USA 
against an athletic French 


side which overpowered it in 
every department. 

An aggressive French de¬ 
fence forced a flurry of first- 
half turnovers and having 


engineered a 45-39 halftime 
lead, it surged to an 51-41 ear¬ 
ly in the third quarter thanks 
to inspired performances 
from Evan Fournier and Ru¬ 


dy Gobert. As the duo began 
to tire. Team USA hit back 
thanks to a one-man show 
from Donovan Mitchell, who 
netted 14 of his game-high 29 


points in the third quarter to 
give the 2014 champion a 66- 
63 lead ahead of the final 10 
minutes. 

But Mitchell stayed score¬ 
less in the fourth quarter 
while his Utah Jazz team 
mate Gobert and Orlando 
Magic guard Fournier hit top 
gear. 

Trailing 72-65, France 
went on a 17-4 run and some 
cool free-throw shooting in 
the last 90 seconds of the 
clash it a memorable win as 
Gobert finished with 21 
points and 16 rebounds 
while Fournier netted 22 
points. 

The towering Gobert also 
produced two crucial blocks 
in the final minute as the 
Americans lost their mo¬ 
mentum and threw away 
several key possessions. 

The results: France 89 (Four¬ 
nier 22, Gobert 21, de Colo 18) 
bt USA 79 (Mitchell 29, Walker 
10); Australia 82 (Mills 24, 
Goulding 14) bt Czech Republic 
70 (Auda 21, Satoransky 13, 
Pumpria 10). 


BCA mess: AICF for 
impartial probe 

Three-member committee formed 


CHESS 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

ICO LICATA 

Stressing that the All India 
Chess Federation (AICF) 
should act impartially, its 
president P.R. Venketrama 
Raja said secretary Bharat 
Singh Chauhan “went 
beyond the brief” while is¬ 
suing a press statement re¬ 
garding the allegations le¬ 
velled by Grandmaster 
Dibyendu Barua against 
Bengal Chess Association 
(BCA) secretary Atanu 
Lahiri. 

Raja said he had agreed to 
a press release being issued, 
saying players’ interests had 
to be protected and the mat¬ 
ter be investigated. 

Jumping the gun 

According to Raja, the press 
release issued by Chauhan 
created ‘unnecessary emo¬ 
tions.’ 

“It is important that we in 


the AICF be seen as impar¬ 
tial till all allegations are ver¬ 
ified and a chance is given to 
all parties. 

“I see some members of 
the BCA have already called 
a meeting to initiate action 
against Lahiri even before 
the AICF has done the inves¬ 
tigation,” Raja said in a 
statement. 

Elections 

To put an end to the im¬ 
passe, Raja directed the BCA 
to hold its annual general 
meeting and conduct its 
elections under the supervi¬ 
sion of an AICF-appointed 
committee in early October. 

Raja nominated a three- 
member committee, com¬ 
prising senior AICF office¬ 
bearers A. Narasimha Reddy 
(chairman), D.V. Sundar and 
Kishor Bhandekar, to over¬ 
see the election process, 
probe the complaints made 
by Barua against Lahiri, and 
submit a report within three 
months. 


India tops medal tally in Track Asia Cup 

Ronaldo Laitonjam picks his fourth gold of the meet 


CYCLING 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

Ronaldo Laitonjam won his 
fourth gold of the meet as In¬ 
dia picked up three medals 
on the concluding day to 
emerge overall champions in 
the Track Asia Cup cycling 
competition here on 
Wednesday. 

India topped the medal 
tally with 10 gold, eight silver 
and seven bronze medals as 
the tournament came to an 
end at the IGI Sports Com¬ 
plex here. The home team 
clinched 2 golds and 1 bronze 
on final day on Wednesday. 

Uzbekistan finished over¬ 
all second with 4 golds and 3 
silvers while Malaysia se¬ 
cured third place with 4 
golds and a silver. 

Ronaldo once again 
hogged the limelight by win¬ 
ning a gold in junior men’s 


keirin event, his fourth of the 
meet. Ronaldo had earlier 
collected a gold each in 
sprint, 1km time trial and 
team sprint junior events. 


In keirin, Ronaldo fin¬ 
ished ahead of Kazakhstan 
riders Arlanbek and Alex- 
andr Safarov. 

Esow Alben also won a 


gold in men’ elite keirin 
event. Deborah Harold and 
Mayuri Lute were not able to 
enter the top six in women’s 
elite keirin. 


Cyclists told to clean up the track 


VIJAY LOKAPALLY 

NEW DELHI 

Cricketers are known to 
work alongside the ground 
staff to understand the 
nuances of preparing the 
pitch and upkeep of the 
playing field. It also helps 
them develop professional 
skills that can come in 
handy once they stop 
playing actively. 

Wrestlers are known to 
spend time with their 
mentors practising their 
skills but are also adept at 
getting the mud pits ready. 


Of course, the advance 
training is nowdays on mat 
but the initiation is on the 
mud pits. 

But the cyclists at the 
recent Track Asia Cup 
were in for a surprise 
when one fine morning 
they were asked to report 
at velodrome much before 
the training schedule. The 
task given was of a nature 
they were not accustomed 
to. 

It is understood that the 
Indian competitors were 
directed to clean up the 


track. Being disciplined 
athletes, they took the task 
seriously and cleaned up 
the bird droppings from 
the track. The effort 
involved bending and 
stretching vigorously to 
swipe the track. As a 
result, some of them 
ended up tired when 
reporting for the practice 
schedule. 

It is to the credit to the 
home cyclists that they 
managed to give a good 
account of their progress 
in their disciplines. 


Cavallo Veloce wins main event 


MYSURU: Mr. Arun Alagappan’s 
Cavallo Veloce (A. Imran up), won 
the H.H. Sri Krishnaraja Wadiyar 
Memorial Trophy, the chief event 
of the races held here on Wednes¬ 
day (Sept 11). The winner is trained 
by B. Suresh. 

THE RESULTS 

1 ECLIPSE PLATE (1,400m), rated 
00 to 25: STAR BINDER (C. 
Umesh) 1, Even Money (Chetan G) 
2, Safe Bet (Rajesh IQ 3 and Ela 
Harika (Arshad) 4. 2-3/4, 6-1/4 and 
1-1/2. lm 24.55s. ^ 19 (w), 13,34 and 
10 (p), SHP: 87, THP: 33, FP: 275, Q: 
105, Trinella: 583 and 195. Favour¬ 
ite: Star Binder. Owner: Mr. Divya 
Chawcharia. Trainer: Rakesh. 

2 J.H. FOLEY MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(Div. II), (1,200m), rated 40 to 
65, 5-y-o & over: turf magic 
(Srinath) 1, Spirit Of London 
(Rajesh IQ 2, Tzar (T.S. Jodha) 3 and 
Attorney General (Sai Vamshi) 4. 
Not run: Beond Reach. 2-1/4,1 and 
2-1/4. lm 10.68s. ^ 18 (w), 12,12 and 
21 (p), SHP: 33, THP: 57, FP: 60, Q: 
45, Trinella: 225 and 89. Favourite: 
Turf Magic. Owner: Mr. M.A.M. 
Ramaswamy Chettiar Of Chettinad 
Charitable Trust rep by. Mr. A.C. 
Muthiah. Trainer: S. Ganapathy. 

3 KUMARADHARA PLATE 
(1,800m), rated 20 to 45: 
STREAMING GOLD (Trevor) 1, 
Dreams United (Sai Kiran) 2, Track 
Striker (Nazerul) 3 and Rare 
Rhythm (T.S. Jodha) 4. Not run: 
Marco Polo. Shd, 7-1/4 and 2-3/4. lm 


50.59s. 1 14 (w), 12, 17 and 15 (p), 
SHP: 43, THP: 46, FP: 43, Q: 70, 
Trinella: 512 and 180. Favourite: 
Streaming Gold. Owner: Vinayaka 
Breeders Pvt Ltd rep by. Mr. D. 
Pritam Basapa. Trainer: Arjun 
Mangalorkar. 

4 J.H. FOLEY MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(Div. I), (1,200m), rated 40 to 
65, 5-y-o & over: lord iisley (S. 
Manohar) 1, Mint (Azfar Syeed) 2, 
Nikka (H.M. Akshay) 3 and Cantab¬ 
ria (Arshad) 4. Not run: Check¬ 
mate. Nk, 1 and 3/4. lm 10.88s. ^ 65 
(w), 21,14 and 41 (p), SHP: 38, THP: 
93, FP: 476, Q: 225, Trinella: 3,882 
and 4,659. Favourite: Super Suc¬ 
cess. Owner: Mr. A.C. Subbaiah. 
Trainer: G.T. Surender. 

5 H.H. SRI CHAMARAJA WADIYAR 
MEMORIAL TROPHY (1,200m), 
rated 75 & above: aeisir (Darshan) 
1, Master Of Universe (Srinath) 2, 
Areca Legend (I. Chisty) 3 and 
Courage (Antony) 4. Not run: Saint 
Petersburg. 1, Hd and Nk. lm 
09.65s. I 35 (w), 14,17 and 29 (p), 
SHP: 36, THP: 74, FP: 98, Q: 58, 
Trinella: 997 and 764. Favourite: 
Master Of Universe. Owners: M/s. 
Rajan Aggarwal, Gautam Agarwal & 
Mrs. Geeta Aggarwal. Trainer: Pra- 
deep Annaiah. 

6 H.H. SRI KRISHNARAJA WADI¬ 
YAR MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(1,400m), 4-y-o & over, (Terms): 
cavallo veloce (A. Imran) 1, 
Knotty Ash (John) 2, Tutankhamun 


(Trevor) 3 and Merlot (Antony) 4. 
Not run: Aeolus and Shesmyscript. 
1-1/2,1-3/4 and 1. lm 21.31s. ^ 71 (w), 
23 and 13 (p), SHP: 30, THP: 41, FP: 
151, Q: 53, Trinella: 211 and 105. Fa¬ 
vourite: Knotty Ash. Owner: Mr. 
Arun Alagappan. Trainer: B. 
Suresh. 

7 P. SHANKER MEMORIAL PLATE 
(1,400m), rated 60 & above, 4- 
y-o & over: star of thea (Md. 
Mushraf) 1, Rafa (T.S. Jodha) 2, 
Punjabi Girl (Trevor) 3 and New 
Moon (Nazerul) 4. 3, Snk and 1/2. 
lm 22.53s. ^ 150 (w), 28,19 and 11 
(p), SHP: 38, THP: 106, FP: 2,448, 
Q: 2,074, Trinella: 3,936 and 1,068, 
Exacta: 8,906 and 3,817. Favourite: 
Punjabi Girl. Owners: M/s. P.T. Gir- 
ish & Poorna Chandra Tejaswi. 
Trainer: P.C. Tejaswi. 

8 PADDOCK PLATE (1,200m), 
rated 20 to 45, 5-y-o & over: 
perfect legacy (John) 1, Ascend¬ 
ency (Arshad) 2, Celtic Mist (Azfar 
Syeed) 3 and Point (Janardhan P) 4. 
Not run: Classic Jewel. 2-1/2, 6 and 
Shd. lm 11.05s. ^ 21 (w), 10,18 and 
25 (p), SHP: 41, THP: 67, FP: 124, Q: 
55, Trinella: 373 and 215, Exacta 
2,094 (carried over). Favourite 
Perfect Legacy. Owner: Mr. Sharat 
Kumar. Trainer: Santosh Rao. 

Jackpot: 1 4,57,096 (one tkts); Run¬ 
ner up: 1,95,898 (one tkts); Treble 

(i): 69 (10 tkts); (ii): 255 (six tkts); 
(iii): 9,443 (carried over). 


New Beginning may score 


MYSURU: New Beginning, who 
maintains form, may score in the 
M.W. Chinnappa Memorial 
Trophy (1,400m), the feature 
event of the races to be held here 
on Thursday (Sept 12). 

False rails (width about 7m from 
1,600m to the winning post) will 
be in position. 

1 PSYCHIC STRENGTH PLATE 
(Div. II), (1,100m), rated 00 to 
25, 1-30 pm: 1. Odyssey (1) John 
60, 2. Aqua Blessing (7) Shobhan 

59.5, 3. Double Trouble (3) L. 
Prashant 59.5, 4. Cherie Amour 
(10) Rajesh K 59, 5. Master Of War 

(2) Chetan G 59, 6. Undaunted 
Spirit (5) Md. Imran Ashraf 59, 7. 
Bellerophon (9) T.S. Jodha 58.5, 8. 
Premier Premises (8) Arshad 58.5, 
9. Natalie (12) Nazerul 56, 10. 
Desert Gilt (11) Vaibhav 54, 11. 
Kruger Park (4) S. Shareef 53.5 
and 12. High Hawk (6) Rayan 52.5. 
1. ODYSSEY, 2. PREMIER 
PREMISES, 3. MASTER OF WAR. 

2 PANCHGANI PLATE (Div. II), 
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-o 
& over, 2-00:1. Sky Jasmine (9) K. 
Raghu 60, 2. Raw Gold (10) T.S. 
Jodha 59.5, 3. Breaking News (12) 
S. Manohar 58.5, 4. Soviet Union 

(5) Rajesh IC 58.5, 5. Dagobert (8) 
Sai Vamshi 58, 6. Vijaya Arjun (11) 
Rahil Akhtar 58, 7. Find (1) Antony 

57.5, 8. Perfectgoldenera (3) Sai 


Kiran 57.5, 9. Humming Bird (7) 
Shivnath P 56,10. Inky Black (4) 
Chetan G 56,11. James Bond (6) A. 
Vishwanath 55.5 and 12. Santorini 
Secret (2) Raja Rao 55.5. 

1. RAW GOLD, 2. DAGOBERT, 3. 
INKY BLACK. 

3 PSYCHIC STRENGTH PLATE 
(Div. I), (1,100m), rated 00 to 
25, 2-30:1. Duxton (6) Jagadeesh 

62.5, 2. Estella (12) C. Umesh 62.5, 
3. Singhsaab (1) Dhanu Singh 62.5, 
4. Slovenia (7) Chetan G 62.5, 5. 
Sun Splash (9) S. Shareef 62.5, 6. 
Countrys Crown (10) Rahil Akhtar 
62, 7. Darahasini (3) P. Surya 61, 8. 
Dolphin (8) R. Shiva K 60.5, 9. Lee 
And Grant (2) R. Ajay IC 60.5,10. 
Nerva (11) M. Prabhakaran 60.5, 
11. Genuine Star (4) Mark 60 and 
12. Nostradamus (5) T.S. Jodha 60. 
1. ESTELLA, 2. DUXTON, 3. 
SINGHSAAB. 

4 B.A. NANAIAH MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (1,200m), rated 20 to 
45, 3-00: 1. Admiral Act (4) S. 
Manohar 61.5, 2. Octavius (8) 
H.M. Akshay 60.5, 3. Willow Glen 
(9) Janardhan P 59.5, 4. Frosted 

(3) Adarsh 59, 5. Valkyrie (11) Ar¬ 
shad 58.5, 6. Abhinandan (12) 
Madhu Babu 55, 7. King’s Com¬ 
mand (10) Srinath 55, 8. Segera 

(6) Shivnath P 55, 9. Akimbo (5) B. 
Nayak 54.5, 10. Moonstruck (2) 
Dhanu Singh 53.5, 11. Lovely 


Micmel (7) R. Shelar 53 and 12. 
Brave Admiral (1) Rajesh IC 50. 

1. ADMIRAL ACT, 2. ABHINANDAN, 
3. VALKYRIE. 

5 POLICE TROPHY (1,600m), 
rated 40 to 65, 3-30: 1. Imita¬ 
tion Game (8) Madhu Babu 60.5, 
2. Glorious Destiny (6) C. Umesh 
57, 3. Commodus (7) Trevor 56.5, 
4. Velocidad (3) Srinath 56.5, 5. 
Square The Circle (4) A. Imran 

55.5, 6. Reanna (1) Dhebe 54.5, 7. 
Anteros (5) Antony 54,8. Brothers 
In Arms (2) T.S. Jodha 52.5 and 9. 
Momotaro (9) Jagadeesh 50.5. 

1. BROTHERS IN ARMS, 2. COM¬ 
MODUS, 3. VELOCIDAD. 

6 M.W. CHINNAPPA MEMORIAL 
TROPHY (1,400m), rated 60 & 
above, 4-00:1. Oceanic Storm (7) 
Ajay IC 62.5, 2. Contributor (2) M. 
Prabhakaran 56.5,3. Tremendous 
(3) Arshad 56.5, 4. Color Proof (4) 
Madhu Babu 54.5, 5. New Begin¬ 
ning (8) Srinath 54, 6. Dont Trust 
Anyone (1) Rajesh IC 52, 7. Top 
Striker (6) C. Umesh 51 and 8. 
Deimus (5) Shivnath P 50.5. 

1. NEW BEGINNING, 2. CONTRIB¬ 
UTOR, 3. TREMENDOUS. 

7 PANCHGANI PLATE (Div. I), 
(1,400m), rated 20 to 45, 5-y-o 
& over, 4-30: 1. Bold Move (5) S. 
Shareef 62, 2. War Envoy (3) T.S 
Jodha 62, 3. After Hours (10) Sai 


Govt. Pulcpui 
High School 
pumps in 
16 goals 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Govt. Pulcpui High School, 
(Lunglei), Mizoram, defeat¬ 
ed The Shri Ram School, 
New Delhi 16-0 in the Sub- 
roto Cup (boys under-17) 
international football tour¬ 
nament here on 
Wednesday. 

The results: 

Pool E: Govt. Pukpui High 
School, (Lunglei), Mizoram 16 
(M. Lalpektluanga 5, C. Lal- 
muanpuia 3, Letminlun Sinci- 
son 3, Joseph Lalmuanawma, 
Lalrinturila, Laldanmawia, T. 
Malsawmzuala, Lalmalswam- 
zula) bt The Shri Ram School, 
New Delhi 0. 

Pool F: Ramakrishna Mission 
Vivekananda Vidyapeeth, 
Chhattisgarh 1 (Shanker Sa- 
lam) drew with Prerana Hindi 
School, Gujarati (Azaz Khan). 


Vamshi 61.5, 4. Tokyo Rose (11) 
John 60.5, 5. Back Of Beyond (7) 
M. Naveen 60, 6. San Bernardino 
(6) Rayan 58.5, 7. Incitatus (8) 
Vaibhav 58, 8. Bluejack (12) 
Chetan G 57.5, 9. Green Meadow 
(2) H. Rahul 57.5,10. Matteo (9) Vi- 
pin IC 57.5,11. Halfsies (4) Nazerul 
57 and 12. Amazing Angel (1) 
Jagadeesh 53. 

1. TOKYO ROSE, 2. BOLD MOVE, 3. 
BLUEJACK. 

8 ONE LIFE TO LOVE PLATE 
(1,400m), rated 40 to 65, 4-y-o 
& over, 5-00: 1. Good Earth (6) 
Dhanu Singh 60.5, 2. Alpha (1) S. 
Shareef 60,3. Piper Regina (10) Ir- 
van 59, 4. Platinum Pearl (12) S. 
Manohar 58.5, 5. Greek Goddess 

(7) J. Paswan 57.5, 6. Turf Legend 

(8) C. Umesh 57, 7. Thea’s Gift (2) 
Mukesh IC 56, 8. Brooklyn Su¬ 
preme (4) Chetan IC 53.5, 9. Ha- 
ioween’s Way (3) Darshan 53,10. 
Flat Out (5) T.S. Jodha 52.5, 11. 
Monte Greco (9) N. Jodha 51 and 
12. Reczai (11) Arshad 51. 

1. PIPER REGINA, 2. ALPHA, 3. HA- 
LOWEEN’S WAY. 

Day’s best: brothers in arms. 

Double: TOKYO ROSE - PIPER 
REGINA. 

Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 1, 2 and 
3; (ii): 3, 4 and 5; (iii): 6, 7 and 8. 


Tripura opts for nine- 
member Apex Council 

TCA will elect the panel on Sept. 17 


G. VIS WANATH 

MUMBAI 

Tripura Cricket Association 
(TCA) - which was the se¬ 
cond BCCI full member after 
the Vidarbha Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation, to accept the Lodha 
Reforms in Cricket Report 
three years ago - has cho¬ 
sen to run its administration 
with a small Apex Council of 
nine members. 

The TCA will elect its 
Apex Council on Sept. 17. 
The Lodha panel had pro¬ 
posed a modest strength for 
the policy-making Apex 
Council at the BCCI and the 
State-level. 

There has been reports of 
the Supreme Court-appoint¬ 
ed amicus curiae, senior ad¬ 
vocate, P.S. Narasimha hav¬ 
ing agreed to a proposal 
from some members to in¬ 
crease the size of the Apex 


Council upwards of nine, 
but to a maximum of nine¬ 
teen. 

A TCA member told The 
Hindu that only 33 repre¬ 
sentatives comprise its gen¬ 
eral body and hence the 
TCA has chosen the option 
of a small-size Apex Council. 

It will consist of five elect¬ 
ed office-bearers (president, 
vice-president, secretary, jt. 
secretary and treasurer) and 
another member elected 
from among the general bo- 

dy- 

Since the State doesn’t 
have international players, 
the male and female repre¬ 
sentatives of the cricketers 
will be inducted into the 
apex council after the elec¬ 
tions. A representative of 
the State Accountant Gener¬ 
al’s office will be the ninth 
member. 


India- 

Bangladesh 
u-23 series 
shifted to 
Lucknow 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI 

The BCCI on Wednesday 
shifted the under-23 India- 
Bangladesh one-day series 
from Raipur to Lucknow 
owing to inclement weather 
conditions at the original 
venue. 

The five-match series, 
due to start on September 
19, will now be held at Eka- 
na International Cricket 
Stadium. 

The team: 

Priyam Garg (Capt.), Yash- 
asvi Jaiswal, Madhav Kaushik, 
B.R. Sharath (wk), Samarth 
Vyas, Aryan Juyal (wk), Ritwik 
Roy Choudhary, Kumar Suraj, 
Atit Seth, Shubhang Hegde, 
Hrithik Shokeen, Dhrushant 
Soni, Arshdeep Singh, Kartik 
Tyagi, and Harpreet Brar. 


Walk in the park for England, France 

More records tumble for Ronaldo as Portugal 
hammers minnows Lithuania 


EURO QUALIFYING 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

PARIS 

England and Portugal both 
scored five goals while 
France scored three as they 
overcame lowly-ranked Ko¬ 
sovo, Lithuania and Andorra 
in Euro 2020 qualifying on 
Tuesday. 

Captain Ronaldo, making 
his 160th international ap¬ 
pearance, scored four as 
Portugal won 5-1 in Vilnius 
and strengthened its posi¬ 
tion in Group B after a slug¬ 
gish start. 

The victory over Lithua¬ 
nia, 130th in world rankings, 
brought Portugal five points 
behind Ukraine, which tops 
the group. 

Portugal, which opened 
with home draws against Uk¬ 
raine and Serbia, started its 
recovery with a victory in 
Belgrade on Saturday. 

It does, however, have a 
game in hand on all the oth¬ 
er teams. 

Serbia beat Luxembourg 
3-1, as Aleksandar Mitrovic 
netted twice, to solidify its 
grasp on third place. It is a 
point behind Portugal. 

In Southampton, Gareth 
Southgate’s England side 
trailed early on to Kosovo, 
ranked 120th in the world, 
when Valon Berisha scored 
after 34 seconds. 

England replied with a 
first-half goal binge that end¬ 
ed with Jadon Sancho scor¬ 
ing twice to make it 5-1 at the 
break. 

The visitors claimed two 
back in the second half, in¬ 
cluding a second for Lazio 
midfielder Berisha, but the 
5-3 victory put England 
three points clear in Group 
A, ahead of the second- 
placed Czech Republic, 
which beat Montenegro 3-0. 



The Cristiano Corner 



r^The number of 
/ *^goals scored 
^J%_>^by Ronaldo 
in European qualifi¬ 
ers, breaking Robbie 
Keane's record of 23 

A The34-year- 
-*v/l old is the 

X leading scorer 
in European Champion¬ 
ships. He has netted 34 
in total, including nine 
in final tournaments, 
and shares the record 
with Frenchman Michel 
Platini 

The Portu- 
Iguese skip¬ 
per has now 
scored in 40 different 
countries 

Ronaldo's 
career 
hat-tricks. It 
was also his eighth 
hat-trick for Portugal 

The Portu¬ 
guese is now 
16 shy of Irani¬ 
an Ali Daei's tally of 
109 international goals. 
He is also the first 
European to score 90 
goals for his country 


150 : 


( Ronaldo has now 
scored against 
150 different sides 
- National teams (including 
friendlies) and clubs 


695 : 


4 Ronaldo's 
ktotal goals 
"in his 
career. He also has 214 
assists 


“A bizarre game,” said 
Southgate. 

“The outstanding parts of 
our play were obvious. The 
errors were obvious.” 

In Paris, the world cham¬ 
pion made light work of 
beating 136-ranked Andorra 
3-0. It was Les Bleus’ 100th 
match at the Stade de 
France. 

The results: 

Group A: Montenegro 0 lost to 
Czech Republic 3 (Soucek 54, 
Masopust 58, Darida 90+5- 
pen); England 5 (Sterling 8, 
Kane 19, Vojvoda 38-og, San¬ 


cho 44, 45+1) bt Kosovo 3 (Ber¬ 
isha 1, 49, Muriqi 55-pen). 

Group B: Luxembourg 1 (Turpel 
66) lost to Serbia 3 (Mitrovic 
36,78, Radonjic 55); Lithuania 1 
(Andriuskevicius 28) lost to 
Portugal 5 (Ronaldo 7-pen, 62, 
65, 76, Carvalho 90+2). 

Group H: Moldova 0 lost to 
Turkey 4 (Tosun 37, 79, Turuc 
57, Yazici 88); France 3 (Coman 
18, Lenglet 52, Ben Yedder 
90+1) bt Andorra 0; Albania 4 
(Dermaku 32, Hysaj 52, Roshi 
79, Cikalleshi 83) bt Iceland 2 
(G. Sigurdsson 47, Sigthorsson 
58). 
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Apple enters streaming space 
with aggressively priced scheme 

Company also launches three iPhone 11 models with upgraded cameras 



Tech splash: Chief executive Tim Cook discussing Apple TV+ 
and, below, Apple senior director of product marketing 
Kaiann Drance talking about the new iPhones. ■ nyt, afp 


Bombay Rose draws Toronto 
to the heart of busy Mumbai 

Film wraps viewers in a wave of longing for the past 



Cutting edge: Director Gitanjali Rao. ■ ap 



Japan resupply mission 
to space station delayed 

TOKYO 

Japan said it halted a 
resupply mission to the 
International Space Station 
on Wednesday because of a 
fire at the base of the of the 
Launch pad of Tanegashima 
island. Flames broke out near 
a vent designed to carry 
engine exhaust away from 
the H2B rocket, reuters 



Rare Darth Vader mask 
to go under the hammer 

LOS ANGELES 

A rare Darth Vader mask and 
helmet worn in one of the 
early Star Wars movies goes 
up for auction in Los Angeles 
Later this month. With an 
estimated price of $250,000 
to $450,000, the Darth Vader 
mask and helmet set could 
fetch one of the top prices 
ever for a Star Wars 
collectible, reuters 



Diljit Dosanjh postpones 
his show in Houston 


MUMBAI 

Diljit Dosanjh on Wednesday 
announced the postponement 
of his show in Houston in the 
U.S. after the Federation of 
Western India Cine Employees 
(FWICE) called on the actor- 
singer to cancel the gig, 
allegedly organised by Rehan 
Siddiqi, a Pakistani national. 
The FWICE asked him to pull 
out from the show in "the 
interest of the dignity of our 
nation", pti 


INDO -ASIAN NEWS SERVICE 

CUPERTINO 

Apple has finally flexed its 
muscles to take on content 
streaming giants like Netflix, 
HBO, Amazon Prime and 
Disney with aggressive pric¬ 
ing, free offers and original 
stories. 

The announcement of a 
much cheaper Apple TV+ 
subscription than expected 
(?99 a month in India and 
$4.99 in the U.S. and other 
countries) immediately saw 
shares of Netflix, Disney and 
Rolcu tumbling down. 

An over-the-top (OTT) 
viewer in India spends ap¬ 
proximately 70 minutes a 
day on video streaming plat¬ 
forms, with a consumption 
frequency of 12.5 times a 
week, an Eros Now-KPMG re¬ 
port said last week. 

“Apple built on their inte¬ 
grated ecosystem advantage 
by announcing low-monthly 
pricing for Apple Arcade and 
Apple TV+, and a free year of 
Apple TV for a buyer of an 
Apple device,” said Frank 
Gillett, vice-president and 
principal analyst at 

Forrester. 

Netflix, which has 
reached 1.3 million subscrib¬ 
ers in India, recently un¬ 
veiled its mobile subscrip¬ 
tion plan for India at £99 
per month. This is its fourth 
Indian plan, in addition to 
the existing basic, standard 
and premium plans which 
are priced between 1499 and 
£ 99 . 

Amazon Prime Video, a 
part of Amazon’s Prime sub¬ 
scription, costs £29 per 
month. 

Apple TV+ will also be 
available on select Samsung 
smart TVs and will come to 
Amazon Fire TV, LG, Rolcu, 
Sony and VIZIO platforms 
soon. 

On offer are nine originals 


from the world’s most cele¬ 
brated creative artists that 
will debut on the Apple TV 
app on November 1. 

See - an epic drama star¬ 
ring Jason Momoa and Alfre 
Woodard - is set 600 years 
in the future after a virus has 
decimated humankind and 
rendered the remaining pop¬ 
ulation blind. The Morning 
Show , starring and pro¬ 
duced by Reese Wither¬ 
spoon and Jennifer Aniston, 
explores the world of morn¬ 
ing news and the ego, ambi¬ 
tion and the search for pow¬ 
er behind the people who 
help America wake up in the 
morning. 


Other upcoming originals 
are Servant , a new psycho¬ 
logical thriller from M. Night 
Shyamalan and Truth Be 
Told, a gripping new series 
starring Academy Award 
winner Octavia Spencer and 
Emmy Award winner Aaron 
Paul. 

“By pricing its subscrip¬ 
tion low, and bundling free 
annual subscription with its 
devices, Apple has focused 
on a very smart and prudent 
strategy to build a sizeable 
subscriber base and, drive 
revenues,” said Prabhu Ram, 
head of the industry intelli¬ 
gence group at CyberMedia 
Research. 


On Tuesday, Apple also 
launched three iPhone 11 
models, Watch Series 5 with 
an always-on retina display 
and a cheaper iPad. 

Available from September 
27, iPhone 11 with dual rear 
camera setup will come in 
64GB, 128GB and 256GB mo¬ 
dels in purple, green, yellow, 
black and white, starting at 
^64,900. 

iPhone 11 Pro and iPhone 
11 Pro Max, with triple rear 
camera setup, will be availa¬ 
ble in 64GB, 256GB and 
512GB models (midnight 
green, space gray, silver and 
gold colours), starting at 
^99,900 and £,09,900, 
respectively. 

Apple Watch Series 5 
(GPS) starts at ?40,900 and 
Apple Watch Series 5 (GPS + 
Cellular) will cost <149,900. 

Apple also introduced a 
new seventh generation 
iPad, bringing more screen 
area and support for the full- 
sized smart keyboard, start¬ 
ing at just £29,900. 

The gaming service Apple 
Arcade on the App Store will 
be available with iOS 13 for 
199 per month and is being 
launched with a one-month 
free trial. Apple Watch Series 
5 has an international emer¬ 
gency calling feature that al¬ 
lows customers to call emer¬ 
gency services directly from 
Apple Watch in over 150 
countries, even without an 
iPhone nearby. 

“The new iPad packs even 
more value into our most 
popular and affordable iPad 
model featuring a bigger 
10.2-inch retina display and 
support for Apple Pencil,” 
said Greg Joswiak, Apple’s 
vice-president of product 
marketing. 

iOS 13 will be available on 
September 19 as a free soft¬ 
ware update for iPhone 6s 
and later. 


NAMRATAJOSHI 

TORONTO 

One of the most potent feel¬ 
ings cinema can create is 
that of nostalgia. Gitanjali 
Rao’s Bombay Rose, 
screened at the Toronto In¬ 
ternational Film Festival, is 
awash with an unspoken 
yearning for what Mumbai 
once was and the Bombay 
that it can still be; genteel at 
heart behind the visible ag¬ 
gression. It all gets amalga¬ 
mated in the persona of Shir¬ 
ley D’Souza, a dancer in the 
Hindi cinema of yore, hold¬ 
ing on to a home that is con¬ 
stantly under the threat of 
getting redeveloped into shi¬ 
ny, tall builder flats, like so 
many beautiful Bandra 
houses become. 

It’s home not just to her 
but to objects of the past, 
priceless memorabilia, ma¬ 
ny memories and, of course, 
cats. She is also the centre of 
the nation’s collective nos¬ 
talgia for old Hindi film 
songs: Dil tadap tadap Ice 
lcah raha hai, Hoon abhi 
main jawan, Aayiye meher- 
baan, Baar baar dekho. 

Ms. Rao’s animation is be¬ 
guiling and charming when 
it comes to capturing the ci¬ 
ty itself, its little fantasies 
and larger ugly realities that 
get entwined in a red rose. 
The lovely sequence of 
D’Souza walking down from 
her home to the church as 
the city backdrop behind 
her keeps changing is lovely, 
as much about the sights as 
the rhythms and sounds of 
Bombay. 

The Dadar flower market, 
the dance bars, Juhu beach, 
the traffic-infested roads, the 
wet rains or even the shabby 
shanties with the cans of wa¬ 
ter stacked in front and wo¬ 
men washing clothes out¬ 
side in full public view. It’s 
all so Bombay. 

It’s clear where Ms. Rao’s 


personal and political heart 
lies but she keeps things im¬ 
plicit. A tilalc and rudraksh 
mala is enough to establish a 
tapori’s affiliation. A single 
line, “No one is from any vil¬ 
lage, everyone is a Bombay- 
ite”, establishes how mi¬ 
grants shape the megapolis 
and are, in turn, shaped by 
it. 

It’s the love story - of the 
Kashmiri boy Salim and the 
gajra seller Kamala - that 
disappoints in comparison 
to the film’s larger ambition. 
A little too lightweight, slight 
and predictable. 

•k-k-k-k 

Like Bombay Rose , Tho¬ 
mas Balmes’ unique docu¬ 
mentary Sing Me A Song also 
leaves one with an over¬ 
whelming nostalgia; for a 
world free of technological 
interventions. Ironically it 
does so by capturing the im¬ 
pact that the wired world 
has on a young Buddhist 
monk in Bhutan - the last 
nation to embrace TV and 


Internet. We meet Peyangki 
as an 8-year-old in Laya 
where roads are still getting 
tarred and electricity is yet 
to arrive. We then meet him 
ten years later. 

Laya monastery is now 
obsessed with the dish an¬ 
tenna, Thimpu is all about 
Internet and gaming par¬ 
lours while Peyangki himself 
literally lives inside his mo¬ 
bile, lost in the virtual world. 

What follows is a sad tale 
of the illusions, lies and de¬ 
lusions that the online world 
can lead to - of assuming 
that one has found love 
when there may be none to 
the fanning of Islamophobia. 
It’s incredibly sad to hear 
Pengyaki say of his obses¬ 
sion: “I am too far from 
Buddha now”. 

The documentary about 
innocence lost to the Inter¬ 
net makes one long for the 
idyll that Laya once was and 
will never again be. 

(The writer is in Toronto 
at the invitation of TIFF) 


Rihanna’s star-studded bash 
is toast of NY Fashion Week 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

NEW YORK 

Pop icon Rihanna’s Savage x 
Fenty lingerie show was the 
week’s most anticipated but 
exclusive event and doubled 
as an invitation-only con¬ 
cert, featuring some of mus¬ 
ic’s buzziest acts such as Mi- 
gos and Halsey. 

In a spectacle that domi¬ 
nated New York’s Fashion 
Week celebrity models, in¬ 
cluding the Hadid sisters, 
Cara Delevingne and Joan 
Smalls, made appearances 
alongside artists like 
Normani. 

A-listers entered Brook¬ 
lyn’s Barclays Center for the 
show from Rihanna, a fash¬ 
ion and beauty mogul who 
unveiled the launch of her 
new luxury line with French 
powerhouse LVMH earlier 
this year. 

Now in its second year, 
her hugely popular lingerie 
catwalk will stream on Ama¬ 
zon’s Prime Video service on 



Cara Delevingne 


September 20. Setting her¬ 
self up as the anti-Victoria’s 
Secret - a thin-obsessed 
brand that this year can¬ 
celled its annual catwalk - 
Rihanna’s line features bo¬ 
dy-inclusive pieces from 
bombshell lace-up corsets 
and sheer floral thongs, to 
tomboy boyshorts and high- 
neck bralettes. 

Despite - or perhaps be¬ 
cause of - a social media ban 
inside the Barbadian star’s 
show, it still dominated 


Tuesday’s conversation as 
stars and stylists alike scram¬ 
bled to exist in the shadow 
of Rihanna’s Instagram ac¬ 
count, @badgirlriri. 

Designer Vera Wang re¬ 
turned to the catwalk for the 
first time in several years. 

For her return Wang, 
made famous by her wed¬ 
ding dress creations, pro¬ 
posed her vision of sensuali¬ 
ty that featured confections 
of body-revealing tulle, and 
suspenders reminiscent of 
garter-belts. 

“I dress a lot of Hollywood 
and I wanted to do my ver¬ 
sion of Hollywood when I’m 
not dressing a star in partic¬ 
ular,” Ms. Wang said. 

Inspired by the notion of a 
new decade. Coach designer 
Stuart Vevers “wanted a col¬ 
lection that was about 
change and also something 
that was stripped-back and 
upbeat, optimistic and look¬ 
ing forward to the new 
decade.” 


Royal in red 



Sacred rites: Children dressed as goddesses taking part in the Kumari Puja festival in Kathmandu, Nepal, -reuters 


Russia scraps robot after odyssey 

Fedor is not suited to replace astronauts on space walks, says official 


C. boreas is the largest flying 
animal of all time, reveals study 



Getting ready: Humanoid robot Fedor being tested ahead of 
its flight at the Baikonur Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan, -afp/file 



Lord of the skies: An artist's impression of a Cryodrakon 
boreas, a newly discovered species of pterosaur, -afp 


AGEN CE FRANCE-PRESSE 

MOSCOW 

It’s mission over for a robot 
called Fedor that Russia 
blasted to the International 
Space Station, the develop¬ 
ers said on Wednesday, ad¬ 
mitting he could not replace 
astronauts on space walks. 

“He won’t fly there any 
more. There’s nothing more 
for him to do there, he’s 
completed his mission,” Yev¬ 
geny Dudorov, executive di¬ 
rector of robot developers 
Androidnaya Tekhnika, told 
RIA Novosti news agency. 

The silvery anthropomor¬ 
phic robot cannot fulfil its as¬ 
signed task to replace hu¬ 
man astronauts on long and 
risky space walks, Mr. Dudo¬ 
rov said. 

Fedor, or Final Experi¬ 
mental Demonstration Ob¬ 


ject Research, was built to 
assist space station astro¬ 
nauts. A storm of publicity 
surrounded Fedor’s space 
odyssey and provided some 


light relief for Russia’s belea¬ 
guered space industry. 

In the past year it has seen 
the unprecedented failure of 
a manned launch and conti¬ 


nuing delays on construc¬ 
tion of the Vostochny space- 
pad where President 
Vladimir Putin upbraided of¬ 
ficials last week. 

Legs too long 

But Fedor turned out to have 
a design that does not work 
well in space - standing 180 
cm tall, its long legs were not 
needed on space walks, Mr. 
Dudorov said. 

The Russian space agency 
said the legs were immobil¬ 
ised during the trip and Fe¬ 
dor was not programmed to 
grab space station hand rails 
to move about in microgravi- 

ty- 

Mr. Dudorov said develop¬ 
ers were sketching out plans 
for a replacement “that must 
suit the demands of working 
on the outside of the ship”. 
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Scientists on Tuesday un¬ 
veiled a new species of pte¬ 
rosaur, the plane-sized rep¬ 
tiles that lorded over 
primeval skies above T-rex, 
Triceratops and other dino¬ 
saurs of the late Cretaceous. 

With a wingspan of 10 m 
and weighing 250 kg, Cryo¬ 
drakon boreas rivals anoth¬ 
er pterosaur as the largest 
flying animal of all time, re¬ 
searchers reported in the 
Journal of Vertebrate Pale¬ 
ontology. “This is a cool dis¬ 
covery,” said David Hone, 
lead author of the study and 
a researcher at Queen Mary 
University in London. “It is 
great that we can identify 
Cryodrakon as being dis¬ 
tinct from Quetzalcoatlus,” 
the other giant pterosaur for 


which it was initially mista¬ 
ken, he said in a statement. 

C. boreas was hiding in 
plain sight. Its remains were 
first discovered more than 
30 years ago in Alberta, Ca¬ 
nada, yet elicited scant ex¬ 
citement because of the 
misclassification. 

But a closer look at the 


fossil remains left no doubt 
that a new species had been 
discovered. 

Like other winged reptiles 
living at the same time, 
about 77 million years ago, 
C. boreas was carnivorous 
and probably fed on lizards, 
small mammals and even ba¬ 
by dinosaurs. 


Gecko names 
spark uproar 
in Sri Lanka 
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A team of Sri Lankan scien¬ 
tists caused uproar in Par¬ 
liament and sparked a pol¬ 
ice probe after they used 
the names of mythical he¬ 
roes and national figures to 
name six newly discovered 
species of gecko. 

Two of the new species 
- discovered on the Indian 
Ocean island in 2017 and 
revealed in August - were 
named for warriors loyal to 
a first-century BC king, 
while the others were gi¬ 
ven the names of 19th cen¬ 
tury rebels against British 
rule. 

But the association with 
the diminutive reptiles so 
infuriated Wimal Weera- 
wansa, an ultra-nationalist 
MP, that he brought the 
matter up in parliament. 

“Our heroes are not 
geckos,” he thundered to 
lawmakers. “If you touch a 
gecko’s tail, it snaps. Our 
heroes are not like that.” 

This was followed by a 
formal complaint by a 
Buddhist monk to the pol¬ 
ice Inspector-General, and 
a preliminary probe was 
initiated. However, a police 
spokesman said that they 
could not proceed with the 
complaint as there was no 
grounds for a criminal 
investigation. 

“If anyone feels slighted, 
there could be civil action, 
but there is no criminality 
here,” spokesman Ruwan 
Gunasekera said. 

Environmental activist 
and lawyer Jagath Guna- 
wardana said Mr. Weera- 
wansa’s objections under¬ 
scored his ignorance. 

Mr. Gunawardana said a 
researcher unknown to 
him had named a new frog 
species after him in 2013 
because of his work for en¬ 
vironmental protection. 

“Just because a frog is 
named after me, people 
don’t call me a frog,” said 
Mr. Gunawardana. “I don’t 
feel insulted, I actually feel 
very honoured.” 
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